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F ro m

la w b o o k s

to Cozy
Coupes

T he day after a Zone meeting i re-

member calling a good friend of

mine and telling her that | thought |
had done something really stupid. | was
elected to the position of librarian for the
Hills Zone District Playgroups Toy Library!
W hat had I done? | knew quite a lot about
law reports and statutes, but what was a

Cozy Coupe?

I had worked
Land Titles and Crown Lands O ffices, Su-

in the libraries of the
preme Court of New South W ales and the
Legal Aid Com mission, resigning from the
Law Reform Commission after the birth of
my daughter Kara. Only

the other members of
my playgroup
what 1 did 'when | had a

knew

real job".

The library team
consists of the librarian
and the toy library pur-
chaser, Sally Newton-
Chandler. We

sisted by a dedicated

are as-

band of helpers, all vol-
unteers. The collection
contains a wide range
of equipment and edu-
cational toys including
puzzles, train and build-
ing sets, cars, cubbys,
bikes,
slides, trampolines and
Our
problem is

rocking horses,

roller coasters.
greatest

space — fortunately
most of the floor stock is
on loan regularly. Com -
mittee members need to
take the
home over the Christmas period because

larger items

they cannot fit into the library.

Membership covers the 800 families in
the Hills Zone of the Playgroup Associa-
tion of New South W ales. The library op-
erates from the Balcombe Heights Com -
munity Buildings in Baulkham Hills on the
first and third full weeks of a month and
shares this venue with the Resource Cen-
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tre which sells craft materials and other
supplies.

Most of my work for the library is done
from home, issuing loan cards, calling de-
linqguent borrowers, accessioning, co-
ordinating the rosters, writing brief articles
for Chit Chat and taking bookings for the
Party Packs, a collection of outdoor equip-
ment, toys, tables and chairs for that spe-
cial party. Sally and | get together regularly
to discuss the selection of new toys and
other library related matters. It's great fun
to pore over the new toy catalogues and be

able to spend other peoples' money!

Allison Chandler in a Cozy Coupe

When |was studying all those years ago
we talked about books. | have found that a
roller coaster and a book have much in com -
mon! it came as a surprise to me how
quickly my skills returned after a long period
of time, and when my term expires | will
have gained experience in another area of
library service. So, what isa Cozy Coupe? A
car made of moulded plastic, large enough
for a child to sit inside and drive. -
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