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Mooring Cafe, Barrack Street Jetty. 
Time: 7.30am. Contact: Tracy Gerrit- 
sen, ph (09) 366 4737.

• 24/3/97 WA Special Libraries 
Section Committee meeting Time: 
5pm. Contact: Tracy Gerritsen, ph 
(09) 366 4737.

N a t i o n a l
20/1/97 Insearch/Knight-Ridder 
Information. UPDATE 97. Hotel In
ter-Continental, Sydney. Contact: ph 
(02) 9212 2867, e-mail krinfo.aus@ 
uts.edu.au.

• 21-23/1/97 Information Online 
& On Disc conference Online, On 
Disc, On the Net. ALIA Information 
Science Section. Sydney Convention 
and Exhibition Centre, Darling Har
bour. Contact: Wael Foda, ACMS, ph 
(02) 9332 4622 fax (02) 9332 4066, 
e-mail whfoda_acms@interconnect. 
com.au.

29-31/1/97 History Institute Vic
Summer School o f Historical Re
search. Visit eight archival repositor
ies in Melbourne, guided by archi
vists and historians. Cost: $250 (all 
three days), $100 (selected days). De
tails: History Institute, 254 Faraday 
Street, Carlton 3052. Ph/fax (03) 
9344 6209.

13-16/3/97 The 1997 Somerset 
celebration of literature This na
tionally recognised festival, which 
features children's authors, w ill be 
held for the fourth year at Somerset 
College. Confirmed authors to date 
include Colleen McCullough. Con
tact: Graeme Gardiner at Somerset 
College, Somerset Drive, Mugeeraba 
4213.

• 23/8-7/9/97 IFLA Study Tour
Draft itinerary available from ALIA 
National Office, PO Box E441, King
ston 2604, ph (06) 285 1877, fax 
(06) 282 2249, e-mail enquiry@alia. 
org.au.

11-12/9/97 12th National Cata
loguing conference. New opportu
nities for cataloguers. Paper sessions 
and workshops. Contact: Prue Dea
con, ph (06) 289 7062, e-mail 
prue.deacon@ hhlgcs.ausgovhhcs. 
telememo.au.

• 24-26/9/97 Library Technicians 
conference InterACTion. Venue:
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M i n i - c o n f e r e n c e  

f o r  T A L I A T e c s

K e rr ie  D ic k , se c re ta ry , T e c h n ic ia n s  S e c t io n , Ta sm an ia

Past and present TALIATecs committee (left to right) Roslyn Dockliff, Robyn Parker, Glenyce Surtees, 
Kerrie Dick, Angela Oackford, Avril Flewellen, Liz Bullman, Margot Graeme-Evans and Marg Mallet

T he Tasm an ian  group of the A L IA  T e ch n i

c ian s  section  (T A L IA T e c s ) held a m in i

co n fe ren ce  and annual m eeting at Ross, 

Tasm ania on 21 September 1996 . The conference 

w as opened by D r A n d y  Sm ith ie s w ho  spoke 

about A L IA  and his ro le on G ene ra l C o u n c il. He 

then provided a short history on how library tech

n ic ians in Tasm an ia  have pushed for recognition 

of their qu a lifica tio n s since  the early  1980s. He 

ended his talk by pred icting very favourab le  out

com es for lib rary  tech n ic ian s ' in the future.

P rio r to the lunch  break G le n y c e  Surtees, 

p res iden t, com m ented  on the a im s, ideas and 

o b je c t iv e s  of the group . R ecogn ition  of lib ra ry  

te ch n ic ian  q u a lifica tio n s in Tasm an ia  is again a 

m ajor issue and participants from TA PE , the edu

cation departm ent and the State L ib rary  gave up

dates on the current situation in their respective 

areas.

Roberta Ta lbot, Launceston Institute of TA FE 

L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n  C o-o rd inato r gave a ta lk  on 

the latest developm ents in the course in Tasm a

nia. She focused on RPL, flex ib le  de livery  and the 

d iffe rences betw een the p revious A sso c ia te  D i

p lom a, the new  C ertifica te  III and D ip lom a in L i

brary and Inform ation Studies.

Keynote speaker at the conference w as D iana 

H arrison from R M IT . D ian a  gave a very interest

ing insight into RM IT in general, fo llow ed by the 

C arlton  L ib rary  in pa rticu la r. D ian a 's  top ic 'The 

tria ls and tribu lations of w orking  in an inner-city 

lib ra ry ' w as c leverly-expan ded  upon to provide 

us w ith  a great deal of inform ation about TA FE  in 

M e lb o u rn e , and rem inded  us of the w id e r 

oppotun ities ava ilab le  in the sector.

A fter a short break G le n y ce  spoke of her visit 

to the 1995 A L IA  Lib rary  Te ch n ic ian s conference 

in D a rw in . There w ere  just two Tasm anian  repre

sentatives, Karen M arriott being the second , but 

enthusiasm  is bu ild ing w h ich  w ill ensure a m uch 

larger contingent trave ls to C an b e rra  in 1 9 9 7 . 

Ea rly  next year our group w il l  ho ld a m eeting 

w ith  a m ajor d iscussion  being centred on travel 

arrangem ents to C an b e rra . G le n y c e  and Karen 

both spoke of the benefits of attending a co n fer

ence of this size  and assured all those present that 

the effort is ve ry  w o rth w h ile .

An im portant part of the conference  w as the 

conven in g  of s ix  sector m eetings (T A FE/un iver- 

sity; health/specials; pu b lic ; prim ary schoo ls; high 

schoo ls ; and students). A ll partic ipants jo ined  a 

d iscu ss io n  group w ith  co lleag u es from  s im ila r  

w orking  areas w h ich  led to an exchange of ideas 

and sharing of s im ila r problem s. A  representative 

of each sector reported back to the m ain group to 

enab le  everyone  to rece ive  som e feed back  and 

d iscover w hat w as im portant to each  sector.

C h ris  R ich a rd so n , A L IA  Ta sm an ia  B ranch  

president, w as our final guest for the day and she 

spoke of the im portance of co n tin u in g  to bu ild  

upon the enthusiasm  generated from the day, and 

about the m any benefits of be ing a m em ber of 

A L IA .

O ffice  bearers for 1997 w ere  elected during 

the co n ference . The com m ittee in 1997 w ill be: 

G le n y c e  Surtees, p res iden t; A n ge la  O ak fo rd , 

v ice -p re s id e n t; Kerry  D ic k , se c re ta ry ; Robyn 

Parker, treasu rer; R ebecca  Evan s , p u b lic ity  o f

fice r; and M argo G raem e-Evans , A v ril F le w e lle n , 

Marg M allett, and L iz  Bu lm an .

It w as p leasing to meet so m any te ch n ic ian s , 

students and lib rarians from around the State and 

judging by the com m ents received  at the end of 

the day, the netw orking opportunity and the in 

form ation provided by the guest speakers c o m 

bined to m ake the day a very successfu l one. ■
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