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B ack  in the O cto b er issue o f inCite a 

story h ig h lighted  the a c t iv ity  tak ing  

p lace  on A L IA n e t , A L IA 's  In te rnet 

se rve r. Even for those w ith  Internet access , 

the entity  'A L IA n e t' is a d iff icu lt o b jec t to 

p e rce ive  and qu an tify . W h at indeed is A L 

IAnet? R egu lar su rfers of the Internet m ay 

p ro c la im  that A L IA n e t is the A sso c ia tio n 's  

w e b  site , re sp len d e n t w ith  in fo rm atio n  

ab out the w o rk in g s  of the o rg an isa t io n , 

sn ip p ets o f new sle tte rs  from  the va r io u s  

A ssociation  d iv is io ns active  on the w eb , or 

m e re ly  a p la ce  to find  the latest p o lic y  

statem ents or p rosp ect for a new  jo b . To  

be su re , th is  is a s ig n if ica n t part o f A L 

IA net. But w a it —  there 's m o re ...

M an y  e -m a il-u n ch a lle n g e d  m em b ers 

w ill be aw are  that A L IA n e t p rovides e-m ail 

a c c e ss  to and from  a ll sta ff o f the A L IA  

N ation a l O ff ic e . T h is  se rv ice  has been in 

operation  s in ce  the incep tion  o f A L IA n e t , 

and provides a va lu ab le  lin k  betw een staff, 

m em bers and other in ternet users a lik e . A 

large part o f o ff ic ia l bu s in ess and  m uch  

co m m unicatio n  is now  carried  out using e- 

m a il, a llo w in g  m em bers to keep in c lo se  

to u ch  w ith  d e ve lo p m e n ts in the se cto r. 

W h ilst e-m ail w ill never fu ily -rep lace  m ore 

co n ve n tio n a l m ethods o f co m m u n ica t io n  

such  as the te lephone or fa x , it has proved 

to be an e xtrem e ly  usefu l and co st-e ffec

tive too l, and is increasing  in p op u la rity  as 

the preferred  m ethod o f co n ta c t o ver 

longer d istan ces.

In recent m onths, s in ce  the insta llation  

o f e lec tro n ic  m a iling  list so ftw are , listservs 

have  been hosted from  A L IA n e t , o ffering  

e xc e lle n t o n-line  fora for d iscu ssio n  of l i

b rary  sector issues. A n yo n e  w ith  a va lid  e- 

m ail address can  jo in  the listservs in opera

tion , a lthough som e listservs are 'p riva te ' 

or c lo sed  to the p u b lic . G e n e ra l C o u n c il , 

for exam p le , have a listserv o f the ir ow n to 

d iscu ss im portant issues as and w h e n  they 

a rise . P lans are in p lace  to bring m any of 

the a c tive  lib ra ry  and in fo rm atio n  secto r 

listservs cu rren tly  hosted or m ain ta ined  by 

vo lu n te e rs  in e d u ca tio n a l in stitu tio n s to 

A L IA n e t , or at least those that are lik e ly  to 

be d isco n tinue d  in this cu rren t c lim a te  of 

cu tb acks  in the e d u ca tio n  a ren a . Fu rther 

e le c tro n ic  m a ilin g  lists m ay be generated 

g iven su ffic ien t interest (suggestions are a l

w ays w e lco m e —  from  A L IA  m em bers and 

non-m em bers a lik e ).

U n kn o w n  to m ost, A L IA n e t a lso  hosts 

o ther non-p ro fit o rg an isa tio n s w e b  sites. 

T h is  p rovides a sm all but steady incom e to

the A sso c ia tio n , 

and helps to de

fray the costs of 

m ainta in ing  A L 

IA n e t. Fu rther 

in com e genera

tion  co m es 

from  the post

ing o f jo b  ad 

vertisem ents and other advertising  

on our A ssociation 's w eb  pages, a l

though the c u m u la t iv e  in co m e 

from  ad ve rtis in g  and w e b  sp ace  

rental is sm all in com parison  to the 

ave rag e  net y e a r ly  o u tla y  o f o ver 

$75 0 0 0  to support the full range of 

A L IA n e t se rv ices .

T h e  b irth  of A L IA n e t w as  p r i

m a rily  an in it ia t ive  from  the A C T  

B ran ch , w h o  invested $ 1 0  0 0 0  to assist in 

the pu rchase  of ha rd w are  and softw are to 

bu ild  A L IA n e t and to set up the requ ired  

co nnectio n s to the Internet. As a return on 

their investm ent, just o ver 50 A C T  B ranch  

m em bers have taken up the offer of e-m ai 

and w eb  access through a d ia l-up c o n n e c 

tion to A L IA n e t . T h is  d ia l-u p  c o n n e c tio n  

a llow s free Internet access for one hour per 

day for each  su bscriber. To  these peop le , 

A L IA n e t offers m ore than just a w eb  pres

ence  for the A ssoc ia tion  —  for m any it is 

their so le  life line  to the Internet.

W h a t e lse does A L IA n e t offer to A L IA  

m em bers? Recently  w e  have im p lem ented 

a num ber of in te ractive  fu n ctio n s on our 

w eb site . Searches of our site are possib le  

using the search page at w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /  

search .htm l (our navigator panel has a but

ton lead ing  to this page), p rov id ing  a list

ing o f pages w ith  keyw ord s chosen  by the 

b ro w ser co n ce rn e d . E le c tro n ic  fo rm s are 

now  in fu ll operation , and you w ill find  a 

num ber of exam p le s of these th roughout 

o u r site  —  e xp e ct these  to e xp an d  and 

m u lt ip ly  o ve r the next fe w  m onths. For 

those w h o  w ish  to leave their m ark on our 

s ite , a guestbook can  be found  at http:// 

w w w . a l i a . o r g . a u / g u e s t b o o k /  

com m ents.h tm l ready and w a iting  for your 

inpu t. In fu tu re  m onths w e  m ay o ffer 

'guestbook'-style pages sp e c if ic a lly  for d is

cuss io n s on top ics o f re le van ce  to the l i 

brary secto r. Th ese  can  be v ie w e d  in the 

m anner o f an a rch ived  and p u b lic  listserv , 

through w h ic h  d iscu ssio n s can  be b road

cast. T h e y  can be m ade private a lso , s in ce  

passw ord access is requ ired  for ce rta in  d i

recto ries.

As fo r the fu tu re? To  m ake A L IA n e t 

tru ly  re le van t and usefu l to the A s so c ia 

tio n 's  m em bers (and to m ake it an attrac

tive  hook to non-m em bers), as w e ll as o f

fering  a vo ic e  that represents our interests, 

is no easy  ta sk . D e ve lo p m e n ts o c c u r  a l

m ost d a ily  in th is f ie ld , and to im p lem ent 

a ll of them  w o u ld  stretch A L IA 's  resources 

u n im a g in a b ly . N o n e th e le ss , there  are 

p ractica l and w o rth w h ile  steps that can  be 

taken to secu re  the long-term usefu lness of 

A L IA n e t and p a rt icu la rly  our w e b  site . W e  

have m any contributo rs w h o  post m aterial 

onto the site from  m any so u rces , and a l

though ou r 'W h a t 's  n e w ' page 

(w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /w h a ts .n e w .h tm l) records 

m an y  of the a ch ie ve m e n ts  to date , it 

w o u ld  be im possib le  to list them  all as and 

w h e n  they hap pen . A L IA n e t (the w eb  site) 

w il l  co n tin ue  to grow  w ith  the con tin ued  

and pra isew orthy efforts of the m em bers of 

A L IA  d iv is io n s w h o  vo lunteer the ir tim e to 

p ro d u ce  re le van t, in teresting , and useful 

in fo rm a tio n . It you w an t to b e co m e in 

vo lved  in putting your d iv is io n 's  activ it ie s  

and ideas onto A L IA n e t , p lease te lephone 

m e at the A L IA  N atio n a l O ff ic e  on 

06  285 1 8 7 7 , or send an e-m ail m essage 

to ivan .tru n d le @ a lia .o rg .au  ask ing  for in 

form ation on how  it can  be done . No pre

v io u s e xp e rie n ce  requ ired ! ■
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