
I m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  

f o r  s p e c i a l  c l i e n t s
Jillia n  M o rle y , se c re ta ry , D isa b ility  S p e c ia l In terest G ro u p

1  9 9 6  h a s  b e e n  a v e r y  

b u s y  y e a r  fo r  th e  D i s ­

a b i l i t ie s  In te re s t G r o u p . 

O u r  s e c r e t a r y ,  J i l l ia n  

M o r le y , re tu rn e d  fro m  m a ­

te rn it y  le a v e , m a n y  th a n k s  

to  T e r r y  B re n n a n  w h o  f i l le d  

in  d u r in g  J i l l ' s  a b s e n c e . 

O u r  t r e a s u r e r  M a r c ia  

M c G in le y  le ft o n  t w e lv e  

m o n th s  m a te r n it y  le a v e  

a n d  S h e e n a  D a n ie l  f ro m  

th e  C h r is t ia n  B l in d  M is s io n  

L ib r a r y  is  a c t in g  a s  t r e a s ­

u re r  fo r  th is  t im e .

T h e  D is a b i l i t ie s  In te re s t 

G r o u p  o rg a n ise d  a s e r ie s  o f 

w o r k s h o p s  a n d  to u rs  in  th e  

la t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  y e a r .  T h e  

f ir s t  o f  th e s e , in  J u n e , w a s  

a n  a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n  at 

H a w t h o r n  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  

w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a p a n e l o f 

s p e a k e r s  f ro m  a ra n g e  o f  

d is a b i l i t y  a g e n c ie s , in c lu d ­

in g  th e  E p i le p s y  F o u n d a ­

t io n  a n d  th e  M u s c u la r  D y s ­

tro p h y  A s s o c ia t io n .

In  J u ly  a g ro u p  v is i t e d  

th e  L a T r o b e  U n iv e r s i t y  at 

B u n d o o r a  w h e r e  T e d  

C h r is f ie ld ,  a u d io - v is u a l  l i ­

b r a r ia n  d is c u s s e d  h o w  th e  

e q u it y  a n d  a c c e s s  f a c i l i t ie s  

in  th e  l ib r a r y  h a v e  b e e n  

u se d  to  p ro v id e  e q u ip m e n t  

to im p ro v e  a c c e s s  to  l ib ra ry  

r e s o u r c e s  fo r  c l ie n t s  w it h

s p e c ia l  n e e d s . Jan  M c L e o d , 

r e f e r e n c e  l ib r a r ia n  d i s ­

c u s s e d  th e  D E E T - C A U L  

t e a c h in g  g ra n t  w h ic h  w a s  

u s e d  to  p r o d u c e  a m u lt i-  

m e d ia  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  d e a f  

o n  in fo r m a t io n  r e s o u r c e s . 

In  A u g u s t  a la rg e  g ro u p  a t­

te n d e d  a to u r  o f  th e  S ta te  

L ib r a r y  o f  V ic t o r ia  w it h  a 

p a r t ic u la r  fo c u s  o n  d is a b i l ­

ity  s e r v ic e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

a n d  in  S e p te m b e r  a g ro u p  

a t te n d e d  a g e n e ra l to u r  o f  

T h e  In d e p e n d e n t  L iv in g  

C e n t r e  in  S o u th  M e l­

b o u rn e .

A ls o  in  S e p t e m b e r , I s ­

s u e  N 9 3 o f  th e  D IG  N e w s ­

le t te r  w a s  d is t r ib u te d  to  a ll 

m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  to  

m a n y  l ib r a r ie s  a ro u n d  A u s ­

t r a l ia .  T h is  is s u e  c o n ta in e d  

a p a p e r  a b o u t  th e  S p a s t ic  

S o c ie t y  o f  V ic t o r ia  L ib r a r y  

b y  B e v e r le y  J o h n s o n , l i ­

b r a r ia n  a t th e  S p a s t ic  S o c i ­

e ty .

T h is  p a p e r  a ls o  in ­

c lu d e d  a v e r y  p o p u la r  s e c ­

t io n  o n  s e rv in g  p e o p le  w ith  

d is a b i l i t ie s  in  th e  p u b l ic  l i ­

b r a r y .  P a t r ic ia  C o n v e r y ,  

d i s a b i l i t y  l ib r a r ia n  a t th e  

S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  V ic t o r ia  

w r o te  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  re ­

p o rt  o n  th e  1 9 9 6  

R o u n d ta b le  C o n f e r e n c e  in

M e lb o u r n e . A ls o  in c lu d e d  

w a s  a  p a p e r  t it le d  'T h e  In ­

te rn e t  a n d  in fo r m a t io n  

s e r v ic e  p ro v id e rs  to  p e o p le  

w it h  p r in t  d is a b i l i t ie s : so m e  

u s e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n it ie s  —  

th e  R V IB  e x p e r ie n c e '  b y  

T e r r y  B r e n n a n , R e a d e r  

S e r v ic e s  L ib r a r ia n  a t R V IB ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e v ie w  o f  Epi­
lepsy —  / can live with that 
b y  l ia n a  C o h n e y , l ib r a r ia n  

a t th e  E p i le p s y  F o u n d a t io n .

T h e  D is a b i l i t ie s  In te re s t 

G r o u p  h a s  b e e n  w o r k in g  

fo r  s o m e  t im e  o n  th e  d o c u ­

m e n t  Standards on library 
services for people with 
disabilities. W e  f in a l ly  h a v e  

a d ra ft  v e r s io n  o f  th is  d o c u ­

m e n t re a d y  a n d  it h a s  b e e n  

s e n t  to  in te re s te d  p a r t ie s  

a n d  a l l  A L IA  s e c t io n s  a n d  

s p e c ia l  in te re s t  g ro u p s , a s  

w e l l  a s  b e in g  a d v e r t is e d  in  

th e  n e w s le t t e r .  If  y o u  a re  

in t e re s t e d  in  c o m m e n t in g  

o n  a c o p y  —  c o n t a c t  J i l l  

M o r le y  a t R V IB  o n  t e l ­

e p h o n e  (0 3 )  9 5 2 1  3 4 0 0  o r  

e - m a i l  to  j i l l i a n @ r v ib t b l .  

r v ib .o r g .a u .  W e  h o p e  to  

h a v e  th is  d o c u m e n t  f i n a l ­

ise d  e a r ly  in  th e  n e w  y e a r .

In  O c t o b e r ,  D IG  a n d  

th e  S ta te  A d v is o r y  C o m m it ­

te e  o n  L ib ra r y  a n d  In fo rm a ­

t io n  S e r v ic e s  fo r  P e o p le

w it h  D is a b i l i t ie s  o rg a n is e d  

a jo in t  b r e a k fa s t  m e e t in g  

d u r in g  th e  A L IA  c o n fe re n c e  

in  M e lb o u r n e .  T h is  w a s  

w e l l- a t te n d e d  b y  m e m b e rs  

o f  b o th  g ro u p s  fro m  V ic t o ­

r ia  a n d  in te rs ta te , w h o  m e t 

to  h e a r  R o n  M c C a l lu m , 

B la k e  W a ld r o n  P ro fe s so r  o f  

In d u s t r ia l  L a w  a t th e  U n i ­

v e r s i t y  o f  S y d n e y  d e l iv e r  

h is  p a p e r  'L ib e r a t io n  v ia  

th e  c o m p u t e r  r e v o lu t io n :  

v i s io n  im p a ir m e n t  a n d  

a d a p t iv e  t e c h n o lo g y . '

F in a l l y  th e  D is a b i l i t i e s  

In t e re s t  G r o u p  a n d  th e  

S ta te  A d v is o r y  C o m m it t e e  

o n  L ib r a r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  

S e r v ic e s  fo r  P e o p le  w it h  

D is a b i l i t i e s  a r e  c o ­

o r d in a t in g  th e  p r o d u c t io n  

o f  d i s a b i l i t y  t r a in in g  p a c k ­

a g e s  fo r  l ib r a r ie s .  T h is  

p ro je c t  h a s  b e e n  fu n d e d  b y  

A r t s  V i c t o r i a .  It is h o p e d  

th a t th e  f ir s t  o f  th e s e  p a c k ­

a g e s  w i l l  b e  ru n  a s  t r a in in g  

d a y s  e a r ly  n e x t  y e a r .

it h a s  b e e n  a v e r y  b u s y  

y e a r  a n d  w e  h o p e  w e  c a n  

s u s ta in  th is  le v e l o f  a c t iv i t y  

a n d  e n e rg y  in  1 9 9 7 .  

T h a n k s  to  a l l  th o s e  w h o  

c o n tr ib u te d  o r  a tte n d e d  a c ­

t iv i t ie s  th is  y e a r .  B
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In tro d u c in g ...

netP@ L

Here’s How:

Make your 
Library an 

Internet 
Public 

A ccess  
Location

Coin operated so it pays for itself
Set your own charge rate
Easy to use “friendly” interface
Establish E-mail addresses
Secure “virus-free” environment
Provide free access to selected information
Rental plan available

F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  c o m p le te  n e tP @ L  ra n g e  p le a s e  co n ta c t: 
EUREKA TECHNOLOGY Telephone 1-800 243 122 Fax (09)331 4040 Email bewise@netpal.com.au
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