
F o r g i n g  l i n k s  

b e t w e e n  s e c t i o n s
M a rg aret A p se y , R A IS S  South  A u s tra lia , p res id e n t 1 9 9 6

1  9 9 6  has b e e n  a y e a r  o f c o n s o l id a ­

tio n  and  re fo cu ss in g  on  lo c a l issu es 

a fte r th e  in te n s ity  o f o u r  y e a r  a s  th e  

N a tio n a l S e c t io n  an d  1 9 9 5  R A IS S  c o n ­

fe re n c e  c o n v e n o rs .

A w a re  th a t A L IA  s e c t io n s  a re  o ften  

c o m p e t in g  fo r  th e  sa m e  a u d ie n c e  w e  

jo in e d  w ith  U C R L S  to  p re se n t o u r  f irs t 

fu n c t io n  o f th e  y e a r  in A p r i l :  a v is it  to 

F l in d e r s  U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  to  se e  th e  

n e w  e x te n s io n  an d  re fu rb ish m e n t o f the  

o ld  lib ra ry , to g e th e r w ith  a d e m o n s tra ­

tio n  o f th e  n e w  in te ra c t iv e  lib ra ry  c a ta ­

lo g u e  tu to r ia l. T h e  in te ra c t iv e  tu to ria l is 

a sm a rt t e c h n o lo g ic a l  a p p ro a c h  to  

te a c h in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y  F l in d e r s  sta ff.

P la n s  to  a r ra n g e  a sp e a k in g  to u r o f 

a re le v a n t  sp e a k e r  fro m  th e  A L IA  B ie n ­

n ia l C o n fe re n c e  d id  n o t c o m e  to  f r u i­

tio n  bu t at a lo c a l le v e l w e  to o k  p a rt in 

a s ig n if ic a n t  m e e tin g  —  a jo in t  R A IS S /  

U C R L S / In fo rm a t io n  S c ie n c e  p la n n in g  

c o m m it te e  m e e t in g . P o o lin g  o u r

k n o w le d g e , e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  id e a s , 

p la n s  fo r jo in t  fu n c t io n s  fo r  1 9 9 7  h a v e  

b e e n  d ra w n  u p .

A  S e p te m b e r  fu n c t io n , h e ld  jo in t ly  

w ith  U C R L S ,  w a s  w e l l  a t te n d e d  th e  

to p ic  b e in g  Changing gears: new ca­
reers for library workers. A  n u m b e r o f 

s p e a k e r s , b o th  l ib r a r ia n s  an d  t e c h n i­

c ia n s , fro m  th e  p r iv a te  a n d  u n iv e rs it y  

s e c to rs  o u t l in e d  th e ir  c a re e r s  o u ts id e  

th e  n o rm a l ' l ib r a r y '  e n v iro n m e n t .

P la n n in g  h a s  a ls o  fo c u s s e d  on  

1 9 9 7 , w h ic h  b e in g  a n o n - A L IA  c o n fe r ­

e n c e  y e a r , e n a b le s  th e  p ro g ra m  to  be 

m o re  e x t e n s iv e  a n d  p ro m is e s  to  be 

m o re  a d v e n tu ro u s  th a n  e v e r . D e ta ils  

w i l l  be  p u b lis h e d  in th e  n e w  y e a r . O u r  

jo in t  e x p e r im e n ts  h a v e  p ro v e d  v e r y  

s u c c e s s fu l bo th  in  te rm s  o f a t te n d a n c e  

a n d  a ls o  in fo rg in g  v a lu a b le  lin k s  b e ­

tw e e n  se c t io n s . T h e y  w i l l  be  d e v e lo p e d  

an d  c o n t in u e  but th e re  w i l l  be ta rg eted  

R A IS S  e v e n ts  as w e l l .

O u r  y e a r  c o n c lu d e d  w ith  th e  A G M  

on  11 N o v e m b e r  w ith  a gu est sp e a k e r  

w e l l  e q u ip p e d  to e n te r ta in : G e r r it t  S ta f­

fo rd  re m e m b e rin g  re fe re n c e  —  b e fo re  

c o m p u te r s , ju s t  to  re m in d  us h o w  fa r 

th e  p ro fe ss io n  h as t ra v e lle d  in  th e  last 

ten  to f ifte e n  y e a rs . A  m a jo r  p a rt o f the  

A G M  w a s  th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  R A IS S  

a w a rd s  to stu d en ts  fro m  the B a c h e lo r  o f 

A r ts  in  L ib r a r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  M a n ­

a g e m e n t a n d  G ra d u a te  D ip lo m a  in In ­

fo rm a tio n  S tu d ie s  c o u rse s  (U n iv e rs ity  o f 

S o u th  A u s t ra l ia )  a n d  th e  A s s o c ia te  D i­

p lo m a  in  L ib r a r y  S tu d ie s  (A d e la id e  

T A F E ) . A ll  r e c ip ie n ts  a re  top stu d en ts  in 

a m a jo r  re fe re n c e - re la te d  s u b je c t .

In c o n c lu s io n  I m u st th a n k  th e  hard  

w o rk in g , e n th u s ia s t ic  an d  l iv e ly  R A IS S  

c o m m it te e  fo r  1 9 9 6  w ith o u t  w h o m  

n o th in g  w o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d . M o st o f 

us a re  c o m m it te d  to  c o n t in u in g  on  

R A IS S  in 1 9 9 7  an d  w ith  o u r n e w  m e m ­

b e rs  I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  an  in te re s t in g  

an d  p ro d u c t iv e  y e a r . «

M i x i n g  w o r k  a n d  p l a y
G le n is  M a th e so n , p res id e n t, L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  S e ct io n , A C T  g ro up

T he A C T  group o f the L i­

b ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  s e c ­

tion  m et e a r ly  in 1 9 9 6  

an d  p la n n e d  a v e ry  e x c it in g  

p rogram  o f so c ia l and  p ro fes­

s io n a l a c t iv it ie s .

O u r  first m a jo r a c t iv ity  for 

the y e a r w a s  o u r regu la r 'w e l­

c o m e  to n e w  students' lu n ch  

h e ld  at the  C a n b e rra  Institu te 

o f T e c h n o lo g y  for n e w  lib ra ry  

students . O ff ic ia l guests at the 

lu n c h  w e re  C a ro ly n  C h e rre tt 

(A L IA  m e m b e rsh ip  s e rv ic e s )  

an d  K e rry  W e b b  fro m  the 

A C T  B ra n ch  C o u n c il .

O th e r  sp eake rs d u rin g  the 

y e a r  in c lu d e d  C a ro l D e n e h y  

fro m  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  

w h o  sp oke to the group  about 

h e r t im e  as m a n a g e r o f the 

O C L C  D a tab a se . C a ro l ta lked

ab o u t th e  o rg a n isa t io n , 

p ro je c ts  sh e  w a s  in v o lv e d  in 

an d  w e n t on  to  sp e a k  ab o u t 

th e  c a re e r  s t ru c tu re  o f sta ff 

w o rk in g  in lib ra r ie s  in th e  

U n ite d  States o f A m e r ic a .

R o s ly n n  M e m b re y , m e m ­

ber o f the A L IA  Bo ard  o f E d u ­

c a t io n  jo in e d  th e  g ro u p  an d  

sp o k e  ab o u t th e  ro le  o f th e  

B o a rd , h o w  th e  B o a rd  in f lu ­

e n c e s  th e  s t ru c tu re , co n te n t 

an d  d e liv e ry  o f lib ra ry  stud ies 

fo r c o u rs e  a c c re d ita t io n . 

R o s ly n n 's  ta lk  g ave  the group  

a b e tte r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f a 

se rv ic e  that A L IA  p ro v id e s to 

the lib ra ry  in d u stry .

O u r  fin a l p ro fess io n a l d e ­

v e lo p m e n t a c t iv it y  fo r the 

y e a r  w a s  a ta lk  fro m  D a le  

C h a tw in , A u stra lian  Bu reau  o f

S ta t is t ic s , on th e  E - jo u rn a l. 

D a le  e x p la in e d  the im p lic a ­

tio n s o f e le c tro n ic  p u b lish in g , 

an d  th at s c h o la r ly  lite ra tu re  

p u b lish e d  e le c t ro n ic a lly  w i l l  

be  co n tro lle d  b y  the au th o rs , 

so m e th in g  u s u a lly  d o n e  by 

th e  m a jo r  p u b lish in g  houses .

D a le  ta lk e d  ab o u t the  

m o st a p p ro p r ia te  ty p e s  o f 

jo u rn a ls  su itab le  for e le c tro n ic  

p u b lis h in g , su ch  as H a n sa rd  

an d  sta tis tica l data .

W e  had p lan n ed  th ree so ­

c ia l fu n c tio n s  fo r the y e a r . At 

o u r  first fu n ctio n  w e  had Bob  

P y m m , A u s tra lia n  F ilm  and  

S o u n d  A rc h iv e s  sp e ak  to the 

g ro u p  on the to p ic  'B a c k ­

y a rd s ' ; o u r o ther fu n ctio n  w a s  

a C o o l Y u le , C h r is tm a s  in 

Ju n e . T h e  fina l so c ia l fu n ctio n

for the  y e a r  w ill be o u r C h r is t­

m as p a rty .

T h e  p lan n in g  for the  n inth  

N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  

C o n fe re n c e  (to be h e ld  fro m  

2 4 - 2 6  S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 7 ) is 

p ro g re ss in g  w e l l ,  w ith  n a ­

t io n a l an d  in te rn a t io n a l 

sp eake rs interested in p resen t­

ing  p a p e rs . P ro g ram  d e ta ils  

w i l l  b y  p u b lish e d  in  in C ite  

w h e n  th e y  a re  a v a ila b le .

F in a lly , I w o u ld  like  to a c ­

k n o w le d g e  the p ro fe ss io n a l 

ap p ro ach  and co m m itm e n t o f 

the  1 9 9 6  c o m m itte e : w e  lo o k  

fo rw ard  to 1 9 9 7  w ith  e n th u s i­

a sm . T h a n k  yo u  a lso to  th e  

sta ff o f the lib ra ry  s c h o o l, 

C a n b e rra  Institute o f T e c h n o l ­

o g y , R e id  C a m p u s  fo r th e ir  

c o n tin u e d  support. ■
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