
F r o n t l i n e

H e l e n  T a i t

A L IA  p res id e n t
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CO M M ITM EN T  

TO  T H E  C A U SE
I t is c o m m o n  to h e a r  a re fra in  at th is  t im e  

o f  th e  y e a r  o f d is b e lie f  th a t it is th is  t im e  

o f  th e  y e a r . I am  c a u t io u s  a b o u t jo in in g  it 

b e c a u s e  I am  r e l ia b ly  in fo rm e d  th a t th e  

sp e e d  w ith  w h ic h  th e  y e a r  p a sse s  is d ire c t ly  

p ro p o r t io n a l to  th e  ag e  o f th e  o b s e rv e r  —  

m a k in g  m e in 1 9 9 6  at least as o ld  as th e  v e n ­

e ra b le  M r L e v e t t , b u t I re a lly  c a n n o t b e lie v e  

th a t th is  is th e  D e c e m b e r  inCite an d  t im e  fo r 

so m e  re f le c t io n s  on th e  y e a r .

I h a v e  a lr e a d y  m e n t io n e d  in  p re v io u s  

'F ro n t l in e s ' m y  s tro n g est im p re ss io n s  fro m  a 

y e a r  o f  m e e tin g  w ith  m e m b e rs . T h ro u g h o u t 

th e  c o u n try  I h a v e  b e en  g re a tly  im p re sse d  by 

th e  ra n g e , v ig o u r , c o m m itm e n t , an d  e n e rg y  

o f th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  o f  su ch  a la rge  n u m b e r o f 

m e m b e rs  to b ra n c h e s , se c t io n s , p ro je c ts  and  

a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  A s s o c ia t io n . I h a v e  a lso  been  

v e ry  im p re sse d , th ro u g h  a c lo s e r  a s so c ia t io n  

w ith  A L IA  N a tio n a l O ff ic e  in g e n e ra l an d  o u r 

e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c to r  in  p a r t ic u la r , w it h  th e  

g reat p ro fe ss io n a lism  w ith  w h ic h  w e  a re  re p ­

re se n te d  w it h in  th e  in d u s t ry  a n d  th e  w id e r  

c o m m u n it y . T h e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e se  tw o  

fa c to r s  I b e lie v e  g iv e s  us a g re a t b a se  on  

w h ic h  to  b u ild  as w e  h ead  to w a rd s  th e  2 1 s t

c e n tu ry , a n d  g iv e s  m e  g rea t c o n f id e n c e  th at 

an  im m e n s e  a m o u n t  c a n  be a c h ie v e d .

H o w e v e r  I b e lie v e  th a t w e  w i l l  o n ly  

m a k e  s t r id e s  to w a rd s  th e  r e a l ly  im p o rta n t 

g o a ls  if  w e  sp e n d  so m e  tim e  to g e th e r c la r i ­

fy in g  a n d  s h a r in g  th e m , p u ttin g  o u r  e ffo rts  

in to  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  w i l l  a c h ie v e  m o st, and  

not le tting  o u rs e lv e s  get s id e tra c k e d  b y  s tru c ­

tu re s , p ro c e d u re s , ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  —  

o rg a n isa t io n a l re q u ire m e n ts  w h ic h  ca n  p a ra ­

ly se  us a n d  d iv e r t  e n e rg y  an d  e ffo rt.

B y  th e  t im e  y o u  re ad  th is  w e  w i l l  h a v e  

m a d e  a d e c is io n  a b o u t th e  fo rm  o f o u r  p a r­

t ic ip a t io n  w ith  A C L IS  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l L i ­

b ra ry  in  a re v ie w  o f fu tu re  su p p o rt a n d  c o ­

o rd in a t io n  r e q u ire m e n ts  o f th e  p ro fe s s io n  

an d  in d u s t ry . I e a rn e s t ly  h o p e  th a t th e  h ig h ­

lig h t o f 1 9 9 7  w i l l  b e  a b re ad th  o f v ie w  and  

a q u a lit y  o f  d is c u s s io n  an d  p la n n in g  w h ic h  

w i l l  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  v ita l it y  a n d  re c o g n it io n  

o f  th e  l ib r a r y  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  se c to r  in  the  

21 st C e n tu ry .

A l l  th e  v e r y  b e st fo r  C h n s tm a s  a n d  th e  

n e w  y e a r  —  a n d  fo r  o u r  fu tu re  h e a lth  an d  

a c h ie v e m e n ts . ia

[above] At the Premier's function during A L IA 96 : Reading the future , Melbourne, October 
1996: Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett (left) with ALIA President Helen Tait and IFLA President and 
keynote speaker Bob Wedgeworth.
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