
L i b r a r i a n  k e e p s

t h e  p a g e s  o f  h o p e  t u r n i n g
G ra h a m  C o o k

E n e s  K u n ju n d z ic  w o u ld  n o t c o n 

s id e r  h im s e lf  a w a r r io r . A  q u ie t ly  

s p o k e n , c iv i l is e d  m a n , he  is m o re  

at h o m e  w ith  b o o k s  a n d  a c a d e m ic  

jo u rn a ls  th an  g u n s an d  ta n k s .

B u t  D r  K u n ju n d z ic 's  c o u n t ry  is 

B o s n ia - H e r z e g o v in a  w h e re  th e re  a re  

n o  n o n -c o m b a ta n ts  an d  the fro n t lin e  is 

n e v e r  m o re  th an  th e  n e x t  stree t a w a y .

H e  is th e  d ir e c to r  o f th e  S a ra je v o  

P u b lic  L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  —  an d  fo r  A u s 

t r a l ia n s  a c c u s to m e d  to  w a t c h in g  th e  

c a rn a g e  fro m  th e  b e s ie g e d  c it y  on  th e  

n ig h t ly  n e w s , th e  r e m a rk a b le  th in g  

w o u ld  be th at s u c h  an  in s t itu t io n  c o n 

t in u e s  to  e x is t . E x is t  it d o e s , an d  th at is 

w h y  th e  s c h o la r ly  D r  K u n ju n d z ic  h a s  

w o n  a v ic to r y , fo r h im s e lf  an d  th e  p e o 

p le  o f h is  u n fo rtu n a te  c it y .

H e  a g re e s  th a t at th e  h e ig h t o f th e  

w a r  th a t ra c k e d  th e  c o u n try  in th e  e a r ly  

1 9 9 0 s , it m ay  h a v e  se e m e d  a fu t ile  g e s

tu re . W h e n  he to o k  up  h is  p o st in la te  

1 9 9 3 , th e  l ib r a r y 's  m a in  b u ild in g  h ad

b e e n  re d u c e d  to ru b b le  b y  a r t i l le r y . In 

a c i t y  w h e re  te le p h o n e s , e le c t r ic i t y ,  

m ost o f th e  re q u is ite s  o f c iv i l is e d  liv in g , 

h ad  c e a s e d  to  fu n c t io n , w h a t  w a s  the  

p o in t o f a l ib ra ry  s e rv ic e ?

'T h e re  w a s  an  e ffo rt b y  th e  b e s ie g 

e rs  to  p a ra ly s e  th e  life  o f S a ra je v o ', he 

s a id . ' I f  y o u  s u c c e e d  in  k e e p in g  th in g s  

m o v in g , yo u  a re  w in n in g  a v ic to ry  o ve r  

th e m .

'It  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e a s y  to  sa y  

" le t 's  go to th e  b a s e m e n t an d  h id e " . It 

w o u ld  a ls o  h a v e  b e e n  w ro n g . If as 

m a n y  p e o p le  as p o s s ib le  c a r ry  o u t th e ir  

n o rm a l l iv e s , th e n  th o se  w h o  w a g e  th e  

w a r  h a v e  fa i le d .'

T h e  g u n s  h a v e , fo r  th e  m o m e n t at 

le a s t , b e e n  s i le n c e d  b u t D r  K u n ju n d z ic  

is n o w  f ig h t in g  a n e w  b a ttle  —  not th is  

t im e  for s u rv iv a l, bu t fo r th e  re c o n s t ru c 

tio n  o f m u c h  th a t h as b e en  lo st in th e  

c o n f l ic t .  H is  m a in  e n e m y  is in te rn a 

t io n a l in d if fe re n c e .

'O n e  o f th e  w o rs t  th in g s  I h a v e  had  

to  fa c e  is l is t e n in g  to  f in e  w o rd s  an d  

p ro m is e s , th e n  d is c o v e r in g , w h e n  th e  

t im e  c o m e s  to  d e l iv e r ,  th a t th e y  a re  

e m p ty ', he  sa id .

'It is b it te r ly  d is a p p o in t in g . M u c h  o f 

w h a t  w e  h a v e  lo s t is g o n e  fo r e v e r  . . .  

o ld  m a n u s c r ip ts  an d  b o o k s  th a t a re  ir 

re p la c e a b le .

'W e  h a v e  h ad  g ifts  f ro m  m a n y  

c o u n t r ie s  b u t , m o st im p o r ta n t ly , w e  

n e e d  a c le a r - c u t  c o m m itm e n t  to  h e lp  

us re b u ild  o u r  in s t itu t io n s , e v e ry th in g  

e ls e  is w e lc o m e  b u t a ls o  s e c o n d a ry .'

D r  K u n ju n d z ic  w a s  in C a n b e r r a  re

c e n t ly  as  p a rt o f an  A u s t r a l ia n  to u r  in 

w h ic h  he  h as b e e n  v is it in g  th e  m a jo r  

l ib r a r ie s , re -e s ta b lis h in g  c o n ta c t s , and  

e x p lo r in g  a re a s  o f c o - o p e ra t io n .

Reprinted with permission of T h e  C a n 

be rra  T im e s . Article originally appeared Th e  

C a n b e rra  T im e s , 21 September 1996, p7.

P R E M I E R
* r A W A R D S
Australian 
Library and Nominations are now being called
Information for the following honorary awards of the
Association Australian Library and Information Association

HCL A N D E R S O N  AW ARD
The General Council may confer the HCL Anderson Award on any person who is a 
professional member of the Association or who holds an overseas qualification in 
librarianship or archives, which is recognised as a professional qualification by a library 
association or archives association in the country concerned, and who has rendered 
outstanding service to librarianship or the library' profession in Australia, or to ALIA, 
or to the theory or practice of librarianship.

R E D M O N D  BARRY AW ARD
The General Council may confer the Redmond Barry Award on any person who is not 
eligible to be a professional member of the Association and who is not employed in a 
library, who, in the opinion of General Council, has rendered outstanding service to 
the promotion of a library or libraries, ALIA, the theory or practice of librarianship, or 
to an associated field such as bibliography.

E L L IN O R  ARCH ER AW ARD
The General Council may confer the Ellinor Archer Award on any person employed 
or who has been employed in libraries, who is not eligible for Associateship of ALIA, 
who has rendered outstanding sendee to libraries, the promotion of a library or 
libraries, the theory or practice of librarianship or to an associated field such as systems, 
conservations, management or bibliography.

C onfidentiality
It is essential that nominees should NOT be aware that they are nominated tor an 
award. Nominations are considered by the Honorary Awards Committee and Council 
in committee, and details are published only when the nominations are successful. 
Divisions of ALIA are particularly asked not to note nominations in their agenda 
papers or minutes. Disclosure of such details can prejudice a nomination.

Nom ination lorms
Nomination forms and further information on each of the awards may be obtained 
form the National Office. Nominations for the HCL Anderson Award, the Redmond 
Barry Award and Ellinor Archer Award close on l February 1997.

I n d e x  o f  a d v e r t i s e r s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e
ALIA Premier Awards 35
ALIA Online & On Disc Conference 11
Data Research Associates International 2 ■■
EBSCO Information Services (Australia) 15
Ferntree Computer Corporation 17
Freelance Library & Information Services Pty Ltd 25
Geac Global Information 5
IFIS Publishing 19
Information Publications International 7
Insearch/Knight-Ridder 21
International Subscription Agency Australia 10
Kingfisher 23
Library Locums 29
MaxTag Australia Pty Ltd 15
MicroTag Security Systems (Aust) Pty Ltd 19
Minolta Business Equipment Australia Pty Ltd 22
National Library of Australia 40
Optimus Prime
Paperworld 29
Primary Source Media «
S&M Supply Company Pty Ltd

23Sanderson Computers Pty Ltd 39
Sirsi Australia Pty Ltd 20
Swets & Zeitlinger BV

17 1 5TFPL Recruitment Ltd
Triad Data Magic Pty Ltd 27 1 2
Zenith Management Services Group 26 S |
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