Professional

development in the Riverina

Maxine Rochester and Chris Griffiths, Riverina regional group

T here were a dozen participants at the
professional development workshop
of the ALIA Riverina Regional Group

held at the Wagga Wagga campus library of

the Riverina Institute of TAFE on Wednesday

3 July. Presenters included lennefer Nichol-

son, deputy executive director of ALIA, who

spoke about the ALIA Framework for con-
tinuing professional development, and Iater
about ALIA's role in education/training, and
current issues in continuing professional de-
velopment. Two spokespeople contributed
on 'What education/training is available"

Judith Colwill on behalf of Charles Sturt Uni-

versity and Cheryl McKee for Riverina Insti-

tute of TAFE.

A panel of employers gave their views on
what employers expect: Carol Mills, Charles
Sturt University; Marion Bannister, Riverina
Institute of TAFE; and Robert Knight, Riverina

Regional Library. The employers outlined
what they looked for in employees, giving
good advice on applications, interviews and
presentation skills. They noted the need to
be analytical, and not just descriptive, and to

give supporting evidence in applications.

Jennefer Nicholson emphasised the need
for lifelong learning, and the need to evalu-
ate one's career regularly. She said continu-
ing professional development was the re-
sponsibility of the individual. Mentoring
could help with career planning, but Jen-
nefer thought it best to limit development
needs and aims to no more than two to three
years. When addressing current issues Jen-
nefer noted the good job prospects for those
with library and information skills, spoke
about the competency movement, and the
need to convince people that libraries are

worth funding. -

Trevor Wakely returns to the
National Meteorological Li-
brary in January 1997 after
eighteen months leave. During
his time away from the Bureau
of Meteorology, Trevor under-
took a total change of career
and work environment to look
at '‘customer service' in a very
different

industry — Crown

Casino. Refreshed and re-
charged, Trevor returns to li-
brarianship — not that he ever
really left since he continued
his commitment to the ALIA
1996

committee as convenor of the

biennial conference

publicity and sponsorship
group; plus represented FLIN
on Victorian Branch.

Tim O'Daly has been ap-
pointed general manager sales
and marketing of Stowe Com -
puting Australia. In his new
role he will be responsible for
consolidating Stowe's market
leadership in the Australiasian
local government sector and
building the company's pres-
ence in library management

systems.

Mr O'Daly has extensive
experience in the information
technology industry. Most re-
cently he has been a manage-
ment consultant in Australia
and overseas for International

Training and Management.

SilverPlatter Information

has opened a regional office in
Sydney to support its opera-
tions in Australia and New
Zealand. Katie Blake, a long-
time champion of the local on-
line information industry, has
been appointed to manage the
new office.

The Sydney regional office
will support SilverPlatter's ex-
isting distribution partners and
ERL server sites as well as Pub-
lishing Partners — the organi-
sations using SilverPlatter tech-
nology to publish local
databases. Ms Blake is the
founding editor of Online cur-
rents, the newsletter covering
the Australian online informa-
tion industry. n
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Do you want to
work in the UK?

TFPL has a regular demand for temporary library and information staff.

We require qualified or experienced people for vacancies which last
from a few days to many months.

Contact Darron Chapman or Luisa Jefford on 0171 251 ss22 on your
arrival or whenever you're seeking library / information work during

your stay.

Employment Agencies Licence No SE10131

mitLJ

recruitment

TFPL Ltd. 17-18 Britton Street « London « ECIM 5NQ «Tel: +44 71 2515522 wFax: +44 71 251 8318
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e-mail prue.deacon@hhlgcs.aus-
govhhcs.telememo.au.

+ 24-26/9/97 Library Technicians
conference. InterACTion. Venue:
National Convention Centre, Canber-
ra. Contact: Marion Boyd, High
Court of Australia, PO Box E435,
Kingston 2604, fax (06) 273 2110.

+ 12-16/10/1997 Tth Asian Pacific
Specials, Health and Law Librari-
ans' conference and exhibition —
Perth. On The Edge. Venue: Duxton
Hotel, Perth. Motive Conventions,
GPO0 Box 75327, St Georges Terrace,
Perth 6831, ph (09) 322 2666, fax
(09) 322 1417, e-mail
edgel 997@portia.murdoch.edu.au.

+ 9-12/11/97 Public Libraries Sec-
tion and Reference and Informa-
tion Service Section conference
Creating tomorrow today: can you
imagine... Venue: Brisbane Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre. Contact:
Kelly Flynn, Conference Secretariat,
PO Box 1280, Milton 4064, ph (07)
3369 0477, fax (07) 3369 1512, e-
mail pubr97@sunray.im.corn.au.

Al incite events are limited to 40
words maximum and must include:
date, name of Division, title of event,
theme and key speaker (if relevant),
venue, time, costs, and a contact
name with phone and fax numbers.

ALIA divisions should mail or fax
details of forthcoming events to the
address shown below.

Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a cost of
$40 for 40 words) with your complete
billing details to incite events,
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT
2604; fax (06) 282 2249. An invoice
will be sent to the address indicated
with your entry. For a small
additional cost, your event may be
listed on our World Wide Web site.
Please call for details.
- bullets WE jvities
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