
T h e  i m p a c t  

o f  I T  o n  

l i b r a r y  d e s i g n

D r D avid Jones, convenor, Library Buildings and Equipm ent special interest group

O ver th irty p a rtic i­
pants attended the 
inaugural function 

of the A L IA  L ib rary  B u ild ­
ings and Equipment Special 
Interest G roup at the State 
Library of New South W ales 
on M onday 9 Septem ber. 
Those attending heard the 
views of a panel of speakers 
from diverse backgrounds 
on the im pacts of inform a­
tion technology on lib rary 
planning and design.

Kerrie  M illgate , m an­
ager of lib rary  serv ices of 
the A ustra lian  Securities 
Com m ission , spoke from 
the perspective of a special 
library system w ithin  an or­
ganisation w ith highly so­
phisticated inform ation 
technology provision. Here 
the potential to d e live r d i­
rect to the desktops of C om ­
mission officers, and to take 
advantage of the space sav­
ings of legal and other m a­
terials in e lectronic form, is 
very m arked. Steve 
O 'Connor, university librar­
ian of the U n ive rsity  of 
Techno log y, Sydney, d is­
cussed the w ays in w h ich  
his lib rary adapted to, and 
in many cases antic ipated, 
the demands of new media 
and new c lien t needs. He 
em phasised the continuing

need for adequate space for 
m ateria ls in trad itional fo r­
mats, and for adequate 
equipm ent and train ing 
space for staff and c lien ts . 
Geoff Larkin , director of the 
arch itectu ra l firm
Stephenson and Turner In­
ternational, presented an il­
lustrated talk on the w ay in­
form ation technology is 
accommodated in a number 
of French and Singaporean 
lib raries w h ich  he has re­
cently  v isited . Paul S cu lly , 
consultant with the State L i­
brary of N ew  South W ales 
Pub lic  lib raries branch , 
adverted to the opportunities 
w h ich  Internet access pro­
vides, particularly for public 
libraries, to make resources 
more w id e ly  ava ilab le , to 
m ake them selves better 
known and to introduce in­
form ation technology co n ­
cepts to a w ider public. He 
noted the success of Internet 
projects in creating local da­
tabases of com m unity infor­
mation —  inform ation 
w h ich  was often already be­
ing co llected  for p u b lica ­
tion.

Dr D avid  J Jones, co n ­
vener of the special interest 
group, addressed the issues 
of defin ing space requ ire­
ments when p lanning new

or assessing existing  
prem ises, and the need to 
com bat the s im p listic v iew  
that everyth ing w ould  be 
m initurised or ava ilab le  
through the Internet, and 
that lib raries w ould  need 
less and less space.

He identified several fac­
tors tending to increase 
space dem ands, e sp ec ia lly  
for public and academ ic li­
braries: the need for training 
space for users and staff; the 
additional space for PCs and 
printers, as w e ll as w riting  
space (frequently over­
looked); increased demand 
generated by greater public 
aw areness of lib rary  re­
sources via the Internet; and 
the need for some lib raries 
to cater for a variety of for­
mats. He em phasised the 
need to create adaptable 
spaces w h ich  could  cope 
w ith future techno log ica l 
and other changes.

In the live ly  d iscussion 
w h ich  ensued it w as c lear 
that there w ill be plenty of 
topics for the special interest 
group to pursue in the fu­
ture, and suggestions for fur­
ther topics and ways of com ­
m unicating w ith other 
interested parties w ere  in­
vited. H
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in the Next Century. 9-12.30pm. Uni 
of Qld, Axon Room, Student Union 
Building. Presenters from Uni of 
Queensland, Griffith Uni and QUT. 
$20 staff/institution/student mem­
bers of ACLIS, $25 non-members. 
Contact: Cheryl Stevens, ph (07) 
3875 3131, e-mail
C.Stevens@ins.gu.edu.au.

• 9/12 Qld Library Technicians 
Section AGM State Library of Qld, 
Metway Theatrette, 5.30pm for 6 pm. 
Contact: Ailsa O'Donnell, ph (07) 
3259 3025, fax (07) 3259 3086.

9-10/12 AIMA Training and Con­
sultancy Services Ltd Benchmark­
ing your library. Mercure Hotel, 
North Quay, 9-5pm (9/12), 9-1 pm 
(10/12). For further information con­
tact: Rosemary Turner, ph (06) 262 
1223, fax (06) 257 1703, e-mail 
aima@nla.gov.au.

• 18/12 Qld Public Libraries Sec­
tion The great debate: censorship 
on the net. 6.00pm for 6.30pm, 
members $10, others $15. Central 
City Library Theatrette, City Plaza, 
Corner Ann, George and Adelaide 
Streets, Brisbane. Contact: Del Simp­
son, ph (07) 3403 9511 (b/h), e-mail 
simpson@gil.com.au.

• 18/12 Qld Public Library Section 
AGM and End of Year dinner
AGM venue: Central City Library 
Theatrette, City Plaza, Corner Ann, 
George and Adelaide Streets, Bris­
bane, 6.30pm. Dinner venue: Picas­
so's Restaurant, 7pm. Contact: Bren­
da Simpson, ph (07) 3403 8621.
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• 11/11 SA RAISS AGM RAISS Re­
members on Remembrance Day. 
RAISS remembers reference and rem­
iniscences with Geritt Stafford. 
5.30pm for 5.45pm, Royal Society 
Meeting Rooms, SA Museum, Kin- 
tore Avenue. Dinner to follow at 
Chesser Cellars. RSVP to Margaret 
Apsey, ph (08) 8201 2157 or e-mail 
margaret.apsey@flinders.edu.au by 
1/11.
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