
"W hy I choose to enter the 
library and inform ation  
profession" —  responses 
from students from U N SW  
School of L ibrary and 
Inform ation Studies:

‘The Internet ir here. Fly-by-night 

gunu declare: ‘Information on any 

topic from anywhere in the world!’ But 

who w going to help rort the few valuable 

demo from the multitude of irrelevant, 

blared, incorrect, detracting  

docmnento? That’o why 1 chore to enter 

the librarianrhip proferrion.'

Simon Handfie ld

‘After yearo of practicing law, I  woo 

ready for a change from the 

unpredictable work houro and travel 

denuindo. I ’m hopeful that otudy in 

library and information ocience will 

prepare me for a career that combiner 

the rewarding ride of practicing law, 

that ir, dr rervice-minded philorophy, 

with an improved lifertyle.'

Laura Sutton

N e w  a p p r o a c h  

t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n

Patric ia W illa rd , U niversity of N ew  South W ales

T he professional attachm ent is a m a­
jo r com ponent of the new  M aster of 
In fo rm ation  M anagem ent program  

at the U n iv e rs ity  of N ew  South W a le s  
School of Inform ation, Library and A rch ive  
Studies.

Last year a fu lly  revised p ro fessional 
education  program w as introduced by the 
school. In addition to revising structure and 
content it extend ed the first p ro fessional 
course to enab le  students to gain a M aster 
o f In fo rm ation  M anagem ent after the 
eq u iva le n t of three fu ll-tim e sessions of 
course w o rk  and the com pletion of a pro­
fess io n a l attachm ent. (The G rad u ate  D i­
plom a in Inform ation M anagem ent is co m ­
pleted after the first two session's w o rk .)

The professional attachm ent can be in 
e ithe r a lib ra ry  or another in fo rm ation  
m anagem ent environm ent and involves the 
student undertaking a project under the su­
p erv is io n  of a p ro fessional in fo rm ation  
m anager.

P ro ject areas are negotiated betw een 
the host agency, the student and the School 
and w hen  a m utually  satisfactory position 
is reached a contract is agreed upon be­
tw een the parties. The w o rk-load  negoti­
ated is that the p ro ject shou ld  take the 
equ ivalent of six to eight weeks o f fu ll-tim e 
em ploym ent.

U n like  a job p lacem ent the attachm ent 
in vo lve s  a s ing le  focused p iece  o f w o rk . 
Feedback from students and their in form a­
tion m anager 'supervisors' was very favour­
ab le for the in itia l year w ith  student co m ­
m ent being en th u s iastic  about both the 
learn ing  exp e rie n ce  com ing  from  the 
p ro ject content, the o pportun ity  to gain 
insights into the w o rkp lace  of the ir attach­
m ent and the o pportun ity  to in teract 
c lo se ly  w ith their inform ation m anager 'su­
perv isor'.

Th e  attachm ent also  p rovid es the op­
portun ity  to dem onstrate personal va lu e  
and perhaps p ick up a job at its com pletion
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of Publications and Bound Materials
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—  the experience  of one student w ho  co n ­
tinues six  months later to say that she has 
p icked up one of the most interesting jobs 
in the w o rld !

P r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t a c h m e n t  t o p i c s
Som e of the topics w h ich  the students un­
dertook during 1995/6 w ere :

A rch ive  —  develop and conduct a sur­
vey  of ag en cy  record keep ing , records 
m anagem ent p ractices and records m an­
agem ent program s.

C o u n c il a rch iv e  —  to process a series 
o f photographs to locate im ages at risk , 
identify and apply preventative co n serva­
tion m easures and ensure they are fu lly  
access ib le  for pub lic  access .

U n iv ers ity  lib rary  —  to conduct an in ­
vestigation into the use of the Postgraduate 
C om puter Room . (The percep tion  being 
that it is under-used or that it has not been 
promoted w e ll enough).

T e lev is io n  station —  to conduct an in ­
vestigation  into the costs and benefits of 
converting  40  000  paper based clip p ing s 
and 130 000  fiche  based c lipp ings into an 
e lectro n ic  form at.

U n iv e rs ity  lib ra ry  —  ca ta lo g u ing  the 
G ra y  Pam ph lets . T h is  is a co lle c tio n  of 
pam phlets of local h isto rica l s ig n ifican ce . 
They are to be housed together as a Special 
C o lle c tio n .

Lib rary —  to exam ine the lib rary 's role 
and services in the areas of ESL and literacy.

L ib ra ry  —  to d ev ise  and prod uce a 
docum ent using HyperCard to be run on a 
local com puter workstation g iving location 
and details of various items and services in 
the lib rary .

L ib ra ry  —  to find the m ost e ffective  
w ay  to m anage the lib rary 's  pam phlet c o l­
lection and to provide fu ll-text 'pam phlets 
access' to the pub lic  lib rary  netw ork. *

db an avid ‘net junkie I  have found 

over the yean that living a network 

devlgned by a bunch of computer 

programmer hav become inereavingly 

chaotic. I  fell what wav needed wav 

vome way to organive the information 

and make it accevvible to the non­

computer pervon.'

Sean Volke

‘Why librarianvhip! Beenuve I ’m 

favcinated by the orgamvation of 

information. Beeauve I  love bookv. 

Beeauve teaching Englivh av a veeond 

language wavn t for me. Beeauve there 

Li vcope. I ’m all for the futurel’

Peter Moloney

7 look forward to being in a prof eveion 

that Li vo incredibly fact-paced. The 

convtant vtimuhui reavvurev me that it 

will never be become vtagnant. I  believe 

our vpeciahvt knowledge iv becoming 

even more necevvary in today v world of 

exponentially growing information ’. 

Yvette Salem
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a p p ro v e d  by in s u r a n c e  
u n d e r w r i t e r s .

■ Optional franked  rece ip t 
on  re tu rn  o f m a te r ia l .

■ Optional illum inated  sign 
to id e n t ify  y o u r  s e rv ic e .
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E X C L U S I V E L Y  A V A I L A B L E  F R O M

S&M SUPPLY COMPANY PTY LTD
S y d n e y  • M e l b o u r n e  • B r i s b a n e  • C a n b e r r a  
O U T SID E  M ETRO AREA FREECALL: 1 8 0 0  251 5 1 8

His library design philosophy of blending form and function has been 
skilfully achieved in today's range of Kingfisher shelving.

Aptly named, Panizzi, this specialist library shelving has built-in 
flexibility that allows for a variety of height positions and the ability to 

cater for magazines, CD's, tapes and videos.

Sir Anthony Panizzi would certainly approve of the Kingfisher 
workmanship that has created a reputation for quality.

Call your Kingfisher office for a Free Copy of the new Panizzi brochure.

^ 3  Kingfisher
NSW (02) 638 3312  
ViC (03) 9584 2711 
SA (08)346 4311 
QLD (07) 3345 4555
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