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P art of the resp o n si­

b ility  in any form  of 

p ro fessio n a l e d u c a ­

tion is to give the students 

som e understanding  of the 

re le v a n t p ro fess io n a l c u l­

ture as frequently , students 

have little  u nd erstan d in g  

of the nature of the profes­

sion they have cho sen .

At the U n iv e rs ity  of 

C a n b e rra , the undergradu­

ate in tern sh ip , P a r t n e r s  in  

L e a r n in g  (PA L), is a pivotal 

unit in the co u rse . P laced  

m id-w ay in the study pro­

gram  w hen  students have  

com pleted  th e ir basic  pro­

fessio n a l u n its, and c o n ­

tinu ing  for tw e lve  m onths  

on a p art-tim e b asis , PAL  

links students w ith  e x p e ri­

enced  p ractitio n ers  acting  

as m entors. An in d iv id u a l­

ised plan of learn ing  is d e­

signed by the m ento r and  

a ca d e m ic  staff, h en ce  the  

nam e.

O f the tw enty students  

in the first PAL co h o rt , 

e leven  gained  som e form  

of em p lo ym en t w ith  th e ir  

organisation as a d irect re­

sult of the p la ce m e n t, 

show ing  the e ffe ctiv e n ess  

of the a c a d e m ic / p ra c t i­

tio n er p artn ersh ip  in p ro ­

fessional ed u ca tio n . C o m ­

m ents from  students r e ­

flect the im pact of PAL on 

th e ir ca re e r asp ira tio n s.

The PAL model of in ­

ternsh ip  is described  and  

evaluated in: E d u c a t io n  f o r  

L ib r a r y  a n d  In f o r m a t io n  

S e r v i c e s :  A u s t r a l ia  1 2 (3 ): 

23-32 , and D if f e r e n t  a p ­

p r o a c h e s :  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c ­

t i c e  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  1 9 9 6  a n ­

n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  H i g h e r  

E d u c a t io n  a n d  R e s e a r c h  D e ­

v e lo p m e n t  S o c i e t y  o f  A u s ­

tra la s ia , p562-566. ■

Y o u  n e e d  t o  

r e a c h  t h e  w o r l d .

I t  n e e d s  

t o  r e a c h  y o u .

m a k e s

i t

p o s s i b l e . . .
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I  have alwaysfound Libraries to be congenial 
places, and l  believe that a library ’a goal o f 
providing access to m l or m a t ion to be 
admirable, empowering even. Perhaps most 
importantly fo r  me, I  knew that I  would be 
proud to say that I  ’m a librarian and that 
/  would have a rewarding career. Since 
beginning m y studies and having had the 
opportunity to work in a library, these 
beliefs have become even more ingrained. /  
have learned that librarians face many 
unforseen challenges that keep the job 
exciting and interesting. A s part of the 
Partners in Learning Program, I  had a 
mentor who said to me, I  see librarians as 
being gatekeepers who provide access to the 
wider world of in formation ’.

M a r in a  H u t z le r

M y entry into library studies was done 
with only general career goals in mind. 
PAL was a positive experience where /  
was able to focus on more specific goals 
after being exposed to a variety of skills 
and roles related to the profession. 

C a t h e r in e  B e lc h e r

/My PAL placement gave me, amongst other 
things, a strong client focus. I  practiced a wide 
variety o f tasks and have since eommencec ffull- 
time employment at the CRC.

T r a c e y  H o o g la n d

I  chose librariansh ip  
because I  wanted to serve 
people s information needs. 
M y PAL experiences at the 
National Library gave me 
invalliable cataloguing 
sk ills , an expanded  
knowledge of technical 
services functions, and an 
increasedprofess ionalself- 
confidence.

R o b e r t  C u r t is

Love o f books, and appreciation of 
the crucial role information plays 
in every aspect o f society, led to 
librarianship. While studying, I  
developed a keen interest in electronic 
media, although I  lacked skill and 
confidence ui its use. PAL enabled 
me to develop this ability within a 
stim ulating, professional work 
environment.

L in d a  E l  f o r d
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