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K e rry  B ed ford

D uring the past year I have been a p a rtic i

pant in an A L IA  (W A ) group m entoring 

program , fac ilita ted  by Ann R itch ie  and 

Paul C e n o n i. The group consists of eleven recent 

graduates w ho  meet once a m onth. Th e  meetings 

provide us w ith an opportunity to d iscuss some of 

the issues and concern s w e have in com m on as 

recent graduates.

P a rtic ip atin g  in the program  has a lso  g iven 

me a better understanding of the services A L IA  of

fers to its m em bers and w ays in w h ich  I can co n 

tribute to the profession through m y professional 

assoc ia tion . If I had not participated in the group 

m ento ring  program  I w o u ld  still have jo ined  

A L IA , h o w e ve r , m y pa rtic ip a tio n  w o u ld  have 

been lim ited to reading inCite and Biblia.
D uring  our first m eeting w e d iscussed  the 

expectations of the group, and developed an out

line of the program . In it ia lly  our prim ary concern 

w as find in g  that e lu s ive  jo b , and the top ics w e 

chose for our m eetings reflected that concern . A 

num ber of guest speakers have addressed our 

m eetings du ring  the year in c lu d in g  incom ing  

A L IA  President Kerry Smith w ho  spoke about get

ting the most from  our A L IA  m em bership .

I have found participating  in the group m en

toring program to be an extrem ely positive exp e

r ien ce . It has been a sou rce  of support and en

couragem ent as I have m ade the transition from 

study to w o rk . I have benefited from  being ab le 

to d iscuss professional issues both w ith  my peers 

and w ith  Ann and Pau l. Th e  program helped me 

rea lise  that other recent graduates faced s im ila r 

prob lem s, and it has also  helped me to begin de

ve lop ing  a professional netw ork.

Apart from  being shy about attending m eet

ings w here  I knew  nobody, I w ou ld  also have felt 

that to c la im  that I had a contribution  to m ake to 

A L IA  w o u ld  have been presum ptuous. A n n , Paul 

and the other lib ra rian s I have met through the 

program  have co nv inced  me th is is not the case , 

and that I can  find w ays  of being in vo lved  and 

contributing to the association and the profession.

In inCite ea rlie r this year John Brudenall d is

cussed w ays of encourag ing younger m em bers to 

becom e m ore active  in A L IA . I be lieve  program s 

such as this are an exce llen t starting point for en

courag ing recent graduates both to jo in  and be

com e invo lved  in A L IA .

I greatly ap precia te  the encouragem ent and 

support I have received from the group during the 

year and I w ou ld  like  to thank Ann and Paul for 

their efforts during the year. s

Apart from an abiding lore o f 
hooka I  wan influenced by 
regularly viditing the local 
public lib ran/ with m y  
mother. The atmosphere in a 
library has always been 
comforting, friendly and a 
treasure trove o f knowledge 
ju s t waiting to be tapped. I  
wanted to participate in 
that environment.

E M Connell
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Maxtag Security Australia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 874,

Newport NSW 2106 
Phone: (02) 9999 3001 

Fax: (02) 9999 3371

Maximum Security for 
Maximum peace of mind

There's m ore than

ONE
w ay to do m ost things. You can have

ONE
serials m anagem ent company, and

ONE
docum ent delivery service, and

O N E
source for CD-ROM databases and yet another

9NE
for full text, index and abstract database searching. 

But w hy w ould  you w ant m ore than

O N E
w hen there 's

in tegrated  source that can do it all for you?
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