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• 5/3 Literacy Section meet
ing. 10am -  1pm. Auburn Li
brary. Contact Sue Scott (02) 230 
1526.
• 6/3 ASSIG Seminar — The
future o f serials speakers include 
Octover Ivins, North American Se
rials Interest Group and Will 
Wakeling, UK Serials Group. $95 
ALIA members, $45 students, 
$125 others. Local contact Lionel 
Robson (02) 385 2656. Registra
tion forms Alfred Gans (07) 3371 
7500, fax (07) 3371 5566, e-mail 
alfred@isa.com.au.
• 7/3 Information Science 
Section PCAUSTATS, TRADSTAT 
and Victorian University of Tech
nology. Import/Export statistics — 
What every Australian enterprise 
needs to know  about world trade 
data. Metcalfe Auditorium, 
SLNSW. Contact Jenny Affleck 
(02)212 2867.
• 13/3 NSW Specials Commit
tee meeting. Contact Moya Lum, 
phone (02) 257 5481, fax (02) 
257 7756.

14/3 Insearch/Knight Ridder 
Information Seminars Intro
ductory DIALOG (14/3) Trade
marks (26/3) Business (28/3) Syd
ney. Contact (02)212 2867.
• 26/3 NSW Branch AGM Fur
ther details TBA. Enquiries to Jo
anne Fuller or Nicole Hmelnitsky 
on (02) 9906 6000.

30/6-3/7 Shaping the wisdom 
of Oz NSW Computer Education 
Group Conference, Charles Sturt Uni
versity Bathurst. A 'don't miss' confer
ence for all librarians, needing to keep 
abreast of information technology. 
Contact Conference convenor, Stan 
Wawrzyniak, 56 Church Street, Castle 
Hill NSW 2154. Phone (02) 894 5128 
(AH), (02) 639 0034.

NT
• 11/3 NT Branch council 
meeting Details TBA. Contact 
Kathy Stapelton (089) 456 023.

Q/d
6-8/2 Insearch/Knight-Rid- 

der Information Seminars In
troductory DIALOG (6/2), Beyond 
the Basics (7/2), Asia Pacific Cor
porate Intelligence (8/2, am). Bris
bane. Contact (02) 212 2867.
• 7/2 RAISS (Qld) AGM. Details 
from Secretary
• 12/2 Qld Library Techni
cians Section meeting. State Li
brary Theatrette. 5.30pm. Con
tact Ailsa O'Donnel (07) 3259 
3025.
• 21/2 Public Libraries meet
ing. Marketing libraries, speaker 
Val Stadden. 6 pm for 6.30pm (re
freshments provided). $10 ALIA, 
$15 others. Central City Library, 
City Plaza, Comer Ann, George 
and Adelaide Streets Brisbane
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A n  in terv iew  w ith
the incom ing ed itor o f  A LJ

Professor John Levett

I n la te  
A ugust o f 
1 9 9 5  D r 

M i c h a e l  
T a lb o t  te n 
d e red  h is  
r e s ig n a t io n  
a fte r a f iv e -  
y e a r  s tin t as 
ed ito r o f T h e  
A u s tra l ia n  l i 
b r a ry  jo u r n a l  
(A L J ) ,  e f fe c 
t iv e  from  the last issue  o f 
1 9 9 5 . A L IA  thereupon  ad 
ve rt ise d  the  p o s it io n  and  
a fte r a le n g th y  se le c t io n  
p ro c e ss , o ffe red  th e  a p 
p o in tm en t to John Levett, 
a w e ll-k n o w n  m em b er o f 
th e  l ib ra ry  
c o m m u n i t y  
an d  a long- 
s t a n d i n g  
m e m b e r o f 
A L IA .

inC ite: John, 
this appoint
m ent isn 't a 
new  one for 
you, is it?

John Levett:
N o , I w a s  
e d ito r from  
1981 to 
1 9 9 0 . M ic h a e l T a lb o t  
then  to o k  o v e r  from  m e , 
and I am  in the p ro cess o f 
re tu rn ing  the co m p lim e n t.
I thought ve ry  hard about 
a p p ly in g  th is  tim e  ro u n d . 
A ll the  a p h o rism s  ab ou t 
p itc h e rs , w e lls  and  so u f
fles ran through m y m ind , 
but in the end , m y c o n v ic 
tio n  that th is  w a s  o n e  o f 
the m ost in te restin g  h o n 
o rary  appointm ents the as
so c ia tio n  had to offer w on  
out. A n d  here I am .

inC ite : D o you plan any 
radical changes to the 
journa l? Som e people  
have argued that it 
should, as the associa
tion's 'flagship' publica

tion, be m ore scholarly  
and publish only refereed  
articles reflecting genuine 
research. Do you agree 
with this?

John Levett: F irs t ly , no 
r a d i c a l  
changes are 
i m m e d i 
a te ly  c o n 
te m p la te d , 
and  in a n y  
ca se , su ch  
a shift is not 
m in e  to 
m a ke . O n e  
of the term s 
o f m y a p 
p o in tm e n t  
w a s  that I 
should  gen
era te  a 

th ree to f ive  yea r strateg ic 
p lan  fo r A L J ,  and that 
p rocess w ill be the ap p ro 
p ria te  v e h ic le  th rough  
w h ic h  to e xp lo re  and ne
gotiate any  ch an g e .

O b v io u s ly , external factors 
such as the current shifts in 
co m m un ica tio n  and p u b li
ca tio n  techn o lo g y  w il l  
have  im p lic a t io n s  for the 
jo u rna l, but at the m om ent, 
o n ly  a proportion o f m em 
bers has routine access  to 
the In ternet o f a k ind  
w h ic h  w o u ld  a llo w  them  
to read an e le c tro n ic  v e r
s io n , so paper w ill c o n 
tinue to be the m ain format 
for the fo reseeab le  future .

N or do I th ink  it ap
p ropria te  that the 
A L j  shou ld  becom e 
a fully-refereed jo u r
n a l, a lthough  I can  
see that for those 
m em bers for w ho m  
p ub lica tio n  in a ref
ereed jo u rn a l is a 
ca ree r im p e ra tive , 
this m ight lead them 
to p la ce  th e ir a r t i
c le s  e lse w h e re . A L J  

does h o w e ve r p u b lish  a 
sub stantia l p roportion  o f 
s c h o la r ly  a rt ic le s  w h ic h  
w o u ld  re a d ily  find  th e ir 
w a y  into a re fereed c o n 
text. It a lw ays  has.

T h e  po in t I am  m a k in g  is 
that A L J  has a v e ry  m ixed  
a u d ie n c e , it se rve s  the 
m e m b e rsh ip  as a w h o le , 
and to c lo se  its pages to a 
s ig n ific a n t  p ro p o rtio n  o f 
its re ad e rsh ip  and p o ten 
tial co n trib u to rs  w o u ld  be 
u n d u ly  re strictive . In tim e , 
A L J  m ight sponsor a s c h o l
a rly  o ffshoot, say  the A u s 
tra lia n  jo u r n a l  o f  l ib r a r y  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  r e s e a r c h  
(or it m ight co m e  in to  b e
ing sp o n ta n eo u s ly ); an in 
te rim  c o m p ro m ise  m ig h t 
be to a l lo w  co n tr ib u to rs  
the option  o f h a v in g  th e ir 
a r t ic le  re fe re ed . T h e y  
c o u ld  then note th is  in 
th e ir c u r r ic u lu m  v ita e .

inC ite: What do you see  
as your role as editor?

John Levett: W h a t it has 
a lw a y s  been in m y fo rty  
years  in the p ro fe ss io n : to 
p ro v o k e , s t im u la te , e n 
courage and support those 
peop le w h o  have a co n tr i
bution  to m ake to the d e 
bate . M y  c u rre n t s tin t as 
ed ito r is a lo g ic a l e x te n 
sion  o f that p o s it io n . T h e  
au to n o m y w h ic h  a ttach e s  
to the position  o f ed ito r is 
an in v a lu a b le  p la tfo rm  for 
such  a ro le . ■
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