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| magine leaving a steamy
Darwin day and twenty-four
hours later arriving to snow-
capped mountains. That was
my experience when | left Dar-
win for a year-long teaching
exchange in
Canada.

Vancouver,

Schools in Canada differ in
many ways from those in Aus-
tralia but in many ways are the
same. Teachers face the same
problems — too many children
in classes, lack of finance, and
curriculum change. Adminis-
tratively, Canadian schools are
very different. They are run by
local school boards which con-
trol staffing, budgets and re-
sources while the provincial
Ministry of Education organises
the curriculum.

It was quite a shock for me

to go back to a manual library
borrowing system. | had forgot-
ten all about cards without
books and books without
cards. By now the school
should have introduced Dynix
as the automated library sys-
tem and it was my job to pre-
pare for automation.

All new library resources
were centrally catalogued, ei-
ther by the supplier of by the
School Board’'s curriculum re-
sources processing centre.

Paper-back fiction was not
catalogued which was frustrat-
ing as the students generally
preferred to read paperback
books. The fact that paper-
backs were shelved separately
(and not necessarily in alpha-
betical order) also made book
promotion a little difficult.
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The students really enjoyed
the many Australian books |
had taken with me and | am
sure the local bookshop's prof-
its soared with my promotion
of Australian authors — | think
if | had a dollar for every Paul
Jennings title they sold it would
have paid my return airfare!

Of course my trip was not all
work and no play. During the
nine-week summer holidays |
managed to travel through the
greater part of Canada as well as
parts of the United States. All
too soon it was time to pack up
and say goodbye to the many
Canadian friends | had made.

| returned to the tropics with
many wonderful memories of a
terrific year on exchange. All |
have to do now is save up for the
next one... -
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