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A ustralian lib rarians have been 
increasingly active in IFLA since 
its annual conference was held 

in Sydney, back to back with our own 
A LIA  Bicentenary biennial conference, 
in 1988. IFLA is the world body for li- 
brarianship, and the Australian profes
sion has m uch to contribute to its 
activ itie s . The recent Be ijing  C o n fer
ence is the fifth time IFLA  has held its 
conference in the Asia/O ceania Region 
since it first met in this part of the world 
in M anila in 1980. There was particu
lar interest among delegates in regional 
developm ents and IFLA 's  answ ers to 
the challenge of supporting the profes
sion in developing countries. There 
w ere over th irty-five A ustra lian  d e l
egates, many of whom  participated in 
the program and business meetings.

I am the IFLA  treasurer and a mem
ber of its execu tive  and professional 
boards, responsible respectively for its 
po licy  and professional activ ities. Be
cause of these responsib ilities I, as 
usual, attended few  professional ses
sions at the conference, apart from the 
opening and closing  sessions. But I 
gave a paper on the N LA /N LN Z  N a

tional Docum ent and In
form ation Serv ice Joint 
Project, and our market
ing intentions in A us
tralia for W O R LD  1, in a 
session w ith  the theme 
'F low  are national librar
ies using information technology to for
ward their overall strategy?' The other 
speakers were from the national lib rar
ies of C h ina , Singapore, Japan and the 
Cook Islands, reflecting interest at this 
conference in regional developm ents.

The most interesting debates during 
the conference were those about issues 
concerning intellectual freedom. IFLA  
at the 1995 Istanbul Conference set up 
a Com m ittee on Access to Information 
and Freedom of Expression (CA IFE) to 
draft po licies for matters w h ich  might 
be accep tab le  to the international l i 
brary com m unity . A lex Byrne repre
sents A ustra lia , and I, the execu tive  
board on C A IFE . The Beijing  confer
ence was a first opportunity for the 
comm ittee to meet, and it also held an 
open forum to a llo w  delegates to e x 
press their v iew s on what issues should 
be addressed in this policy. There were

some tensions during the conference, 
not obvious to most delegates, over hu
man rights and intellectual freedom.

The Beijing  Conference was very 
heavily supported by the Governm ent 
of C h ina , with m ajor functions includ
ing a d inner in the G reat F lail of the 
People hosted by Luo G an , State Coun
c illo r and Secretary-G eneral of the 
State C o uncil, and a m ajor cultural en
tertainment event in the Beijing Exh ib i
tion Centre Theatre. Western delegates 
were astonished that transport prob
lems from the conference centre/hotel 
to these two events were easily solved 
by the police closing off peak-hour traf
fic for their convoy of sixty buses! C h i
nese hospitality throughout the confer
ence was overwhelm ing, with protocol 
rigid but interesting. ss
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B O O K  T H E F T  

T H E  P R O B L E M ?

M A X T A G  S E C U R IT Y  

IS j  T H E  S O L U T IO N !

Contact us Now!

Maxtag Security Australia Pty Ltd 
PC Box 874,

Newport NSW 2106 
Phone: (02) 9999 3001 

Fax: (02) 9999 3371

Maximum Security for 
Maximum peace of mind

His library design philosophy of blending form and function has been 
skilfully achieved in today's range of Kingfisher shelving.

Aptly named, Panizzi, this specialist library shelving has built-in 
flexibility that allows for a variety of height positions and the ability to 
cater for magazines, CD's, tapes and videos.

Sir Anthony Panizzi would certainly approve of the Kingfisher 
workmanship that has created a reputation for quality.

Call your Kingfisher office for a Free Copy of the new Panizzi brochure.

NSW (02) 638 3312 
VIC (03)9584 2711

K i n g f i s h e r  sa (08)346 43n
—  ----------- ------------ QLD (07) 3345 4555
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