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T he High Court of Australia Library in 
Canberra is a special law  co llection 
of 140 000 volum es. The Justices' li

brary is on two floors and a third floor holds 
the Bar library, for visiting barristers, and the 
library work area. As the library of the main 
appellate court in Austra lia the High Court 
L ibrary aim s 'to provide high qua lity  and 

tim e ly  reference 
and research serv
ices to the Jus
tices' and 'to
acqu ire  and or
ganise e ffic ien tly  
lib rary  m ateria ls 
in accordance 
w ith the requ ire
ment of the

— Court'.

The library has 
fourteen staff in 
c lud ing  two le
gally qualified re
search officers 
and two in the 
judgment produc
tion (proof-read
ing) area.

The lib rary  is 
not open to the 
pub lic in general 
but provides a 
serv ice  to barris
ters during
sittings. O thers 
can use the library 
by appointm ent 
with the librarian . 
O utside users are 
given perm ission 
to use the Bar L i
brary if they need 
to use m aterial 
that is only held in 
the High Court.

O r  g a n i  s a t i o n  
o f  m a t e r i a l

The D yn ix Library 
System is installed 
on the Court's net
w ork . There is 
one O P A C  term i
nal on each floor 
of the lib rary . 
Texts are c la ss i
fied in the M oys 
law  classifica tion  
w ith LC subject 
headings. The 

contents of edited com pilations and confer
ences are added to the library catalogue to 
enhance retrieval of material held on specific 
legal top ics. M aterial acquired since M ay 
1986 has been added to the ABN  database.

As w ith most law  lib raries , about sev
enty-five per cent of the library holdings are 
serials —  none of w h ich  are classified . Law
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reports and statutes are arranged by ju risd ic
tion and journals are shelved alphabetically  
by title. The library's H o ld in g s  list is the key 
guide to the serial co llection . It is published 
ann u a lly  and show s all serial titles w ith a 
corresponding floor and stack number.

P u b l i c a t i o n s

Since February 1996 the Legal Research O f
ficers have produced the H ig h  C o u rt B u l le 
tin w h ich  is published on the Internet on the 
AustLII site (h ttp ://w w w .austlii.ed u .au/). 
O ther publications include the M o n th ly  list 
o f  a cq u is it io n s , and the in-house titles Leg a l 
re se a rch  in d e x , L is t  o f  co m m o n w e a lth  re 
p rin ts re c e iv e d  and library statistics. In addi
tion the High Court Library co-ordinates the 
com pilation of C o u rt lib ra ry  sta t is tic s  each 
year, w h ich  contains information on the co l
lections in other federal courts and state su
preme courts.

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n
O ver 50 000 volum es of the total co llection 
are duplicates. For exam ple , there are over 
forty sets of C o m m o n w e a lth  L a w  R e p o rts  
held in Canberra , in Justices' Cham bers in 
Sydney, M elbourne, Perth and Brisbane, in 
Registries in Sydney and M elbourne, and in 
all courtroom s. In addition , sets are m ain
tained for other areas of court work such as 
court reporting. Copies of other main sets, 
such as the L a w  R e p o rts , are held in all 
Cham bers.

M u ltip le  cop ies , of course, take up a 
large part of the library's budget. The library 
constantly reviews the need to keep multiple 
copies of so many expensive serials but most 
are heavily used. They are the daily working 
tools of the Court.

P a w  r e p o r t s
The em phasis in a court lib rary  is on case 
law  rather than leg islation . As part of the 
comm on law  system, w h ich  relies on prec
edent, there is also a need for Austra lian  
courts to keep com parative English language 
m aterials.

Consequently the library maintains a co l
lection of law  reports from the larger C om 
m onwealth countries and from the United 
States of Am erica . S ince Canada, India and 
the United States of Am erica are all federa
tions, as w ell as Austra lia , not only national 
but some state law  has to be co llected . The 
High Court has a large co llection of A m eri
can reports, including the only copies in the 
country of some nineteenth century United 
States state reports.

H i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l
Research for High Court judgments may re
quire tracking the origins of a statute or com 
mon law  rule, so the library has to provide a 
good h istorica l co llectio n  of texts, reports 
and statutes. Prim ary material (that is, stat
utes and law  reports w h ich  contain the law 
itself) is more important than secondary ma
terial (such as journal artic les). H ow ever, 
contem porary accounts of the law  in past
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centuries can also be useful to throw light on 
an early  statute or ru le . To this end the l i
brary has purchased over 10 000 m icrofiche 
in the N in e teen th  ce n tu ry  leg a l trea tises  se
ries. Copies of all old editions of texts are 
also kept and are used regularly.

T h e  H i g h  C o u r t  c o l l e c t i o n
W ith  a v ie w  to the centenary of the High 
Court in the year 2001 the library established 
in 1991 a special High Court collection. This 
contains material by and about the Justices 
of the Court from 1903 to the present. The 
library also has an ongoing program of bind
ing Justices' speeches.

L e g a l  r e s e a r c h
W ork prepared by the two legal research of
ficers since 1985 is kept for reference. The 
same requests som etim es recur and may 
on ly  need an update added to a previous 
assignment. This saves time and helps to fa
cilitate a speedy response. The legal research 
co llection  is for in-house use only.

L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  c o u r t
Several services w h ich  are special to a court 
library are provided:

A uthorities : One of the priority requirements is 
for the library to provide authorities for court 
sittings. 'Authorities' are the law reports, stat
utes, texts and other material that are used in 
court hearings. The barristers are required to 
file their lists of authorities for appeals forty-

eight hours before the hearing. In that time the 
library goes through the lists crossing off any 
reports that are held in Chambers. These books 
are put on trolleys by Chambers staff and taken 
into Court. The remaining items on the lists are 
provided by the library. In gathering the au
thorities library staff have to quickly interpret 
incorrect citations, distinguish the levels of re
ports of matters (sometimes both the Court of 
Appeal and House of Lords judgments are 
listed for example), retrieve material from all 
levels of the library, and request urgent 
interlibrary loans.

As in everything relating to Court work, 
time is a critical factor. A master copy of each 
item is run off and then up to nine copies of 
each are made for the Justices and for Court 
Reporting staff. Every page copied is checked 
to see that page numbers are clear, then the 
items are collated and checked again before 
being distributed to Chambers staff. The provi
sion of authorities is an important part of court 
library work and at least six staff members can 
be involved in their preparation. For large 
cases everyone is involved.

Legal re se a rch : The two legal research offic
ers prepare papers for the Justices and their 
staff on points of law before the Court. The 
research positions are held for one to two 
years each and preferably require a first-class 
honours degree with some experience in legal 
practice. a

. . .  the H ig h  
Cou r t  L ib ra ry  

a it no ‘to provide 
high t]u tility  and  

tim ely reference 
and research 

serviced to the 
Jnoticeo ’

U N I C O R N  f r o m  S I R S !

Serving six hundred academic, public and special libraries throughout 
North America and Europe the UNICORN automated collection 

management system is now available in Australia.

U N I C O R N  f o r  U N I X ®

U N I C O R N  f o r  C l i e n t / S e r v e r  

U N I C O R N  f o r  O p e n  S y s t e m s  C o m p l i a n c e  

U N I C O R N  f o r  M S  W i n d o w s ™ ,  M a c i n t o s h .  X  W i n d o w s

U N I C O R N  f r o m  S I R S I

Sirsi Australia Pty Ltd 
832 High Street, Kew East, Victoria 3102

phone (03) 9810 9565 fax (03) 9859 7062 internet: robyn@sirsi.com.au

Windows™ is a registered Trademark of Microsoft® UNIX® is a registered Trademark of UNIX Systems Laboratories

O c to b e r 1996 / / /  C V / i ' 15

mailto:robyn@sirsi.com.au

