
A  very  special 
lib ra rian
Kerry Sm ith, Special Librarian of the Year

T he Sp ec ia l L ib ra rie s  Section  
(W A  group) m akes an annual 
aw ard  to a sp ec ia l lib ra rian  

w ho  has m ade an outstanding contri­
bution to the profession o f lib rarian- 
sh ip  in W estern A u stra lia .

The  1995  re c ip ien t w a s Kerry  
Sm ith o f the C u rtin  U n iv e rs ity  of 
T e ch n o lo g y  Scho o l o f In fo rm ation  
and L ib ra ry  Stud ies.

A lthough  it m ay be unu su a l to 
give the Special L ibrarian aw ard  to an 
a ca d e m ic , in th is in stance  the co m ­
mittee thought it appropriate as Kerry 
has continued  to focus on sp ec ia l l i­
brary issues and has also continued to 
support special libraries ac tive ly  since 
jo in in g  C urtin  U n ive rs ity .

Kerry has proven a w illin g n ess  to 
share her pro fessional exp ertise  and 
to partic ip ate  in form al and inform al 
sharing activ ities through her w illin g ­
ness to accep t students into her geo-
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lo g ica l lib ra ry  betw een the years o f 
1981 to 1 9 9 1 . She then w en t to 
C u rtin  U n iv e rs ity  o f T e ch n o lo g y , 
w h e re  she co n tin u ed  to teach  stu­
dents about the rea lities of spec ia l l i­
braries.

K erry  has been on m any A L IA  
com m ittees inc lud ing  the W A  Special 
L ib ra rie s Section , w h ere  she w orked  
t ire le ss ly  for seven  yea rs . She has 
w o rked  for the best interests of spe­
c ia l lib raries in her ac tiv it ie s  as A L IA  
G en e ra l C o u n c illo r  (W A  B ranch ).

Kerry 's good m anagerial practices 
have  been sh ow n  by her e s ta b lish ­
ment o f the A u stra lian  M inera l V e n ­
tures L ib ra ry , la te r renam ed C u ltu s  
R eso u rces L ib ra ry , w h ic h  w a s b u ilt 
from v irtu a lly  nothing into a techn ica l 
and business lib ra ry  and in form ation 
se rv ice .

A lo ng  w ith  the developm ent of a 
lib ra ry , K e rry  found tim e to w rite
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about w hat she d id . The  reports she 
w ro te  in c lu d ed  sp e c if ica t io n s  and 
e v a lu a t iv e  w o rk s  w h ic h  h ave  been 
useful to m any other lib ra rian s .

It w as w ith  great p leasu re  that w e  
asked A L IA  e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r , V ir ­
g in ia W a lsh , to present the A L IA  Spe­
c ia l L ib raries Section  (W A ) perpetual 
trophy to K erry  Sm ith on 2 N o vem ­
ber 1995 .

Ire n e  N u tt , p r e s id e n t  

S p e c ia l L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  (W A )
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