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• 5/9 L ibrarians' L iba tions cele­
brate the first payday of the month. 
Do so w ith the specials, 5.30pm at 
the Hyatt. Any questions to Libby 
Coates, ph (06) 266 2346.
• 9/9 APSIG lunchtime talk by two
speakers from Fiji, Lalita and Mohan 
Lai, who are studying at the Uni of 
Canberra. NLA, 4th floor, conference 
room. Contact: Elizabeth Watt, ph 
(06) 262 1642, e-mail
ewatt@nla.gov.au.
• 11/9 ACT Branch: Professional
perspectives lecture. 'Operating pro­
fessionally in the political arena'. Pro­
fessor Don Aitkin, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Uni of Canberra, Lecture Theatre 
2B11, Uni of Canberra. Contact: 
Tracey Batchelor, ph (06) 201 2312, 
fax (06) 201 51 19, e-mail
tracey@comserver.canberra.edu.au.
• 18/9 ACT UCRLS Elizabeth Orna,
an independant information consult­
ant will speak on How organisations 
manage their information products. 
NLA, 4th floor, conference room. 
Contact: Judy Churches, Secretary 
UCRLS (ACT Group), ph (06) 249 
3443, e-mail
judy.churches@library.anu.edu.au.
• 20/9 ACT Branch. Uni of Canberra
LIS short course on Thesaurus Con­
struction, presented by Joan Jensen. 
One full day, cost $120. Contact: 
Tracey Batchelor, ph (06) 201 2312, 
fax (06) 201 5119, e-mail
tracey@comserver.canberra.edu.au. 
24/9 Insearch /K n igh t-R idder In­
fo rm a tio n  Seminars Introductory 
DIALOG. Canberra contact: (02) 
9212 2867.
• 25/9 Canberra O n line  Users 
Group. Lunch with Katie Blake, Sil- 
verPlatter's regional manager w ith 
news of SilverPlatter's ERL (Electronic 
Reference Library) and other recent 
developments. University House 
Common Room (ANU). 12-2pm, $20 
for buffe t lunch. Contact: Joanne 
Hooper, ph (06) 217 2105 or Liz 
Thompson, ph (06) 217 21 19 by 18/ 
9.
• 18/10 ACT Library  Technicians 
Section. Dale Chatwin (ABS) will talk 
about Electronic Journals. 5.30pm 
CIT, Building D, Reid. There will also 
be an update of progress towards 
the 1997 conference. Drinks and nib­
bles will be provided. Contact: Edith 
Hackworthy, ph (06) 268 8120, e- 
mail e-hackworthy@adfa.oz.au.
• 11/11 APSIG. Lunchtime talks — 
Great travellers' tales from around 
the region. NLA, 4th floor conference 
room. 12.30-1,30pm. Contact: 
Marie Sexton, ph (06) 262 1519, e- 
mail msexton@nla.gov.au.
14-15/11 W orld  1/ABN Annua l 
Users' m eeting . Venue: National 
Convention Centre, Canberra. Regis­
tration: $80, optional cocktail recep­
tion $27. For further information 
contact the Help Desk, ph (06) 262 
1691, to li free 1800 026 155, fax 
(06) 273 1180. Please note revised 
date.
• 29/11 ACT UCRLS AGM w ill be
held at lunchtime. As usual, there 
will be a short meeting, a relaxing 
lunch and an entertaining speaker. 
Details to follow — meanwhile note 
the date in your diaries! Contact: 
Judy Churches, ph (06) 249 3443, 
fax (06) 249 4063, e-mail
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Saving our
past for our future
D e ird re  B ro ck le b a n k , D e p a rtm e n t o f C o m m u n ic a t io n  and  th e  A rts

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  th o u g h t a b o u t p re s e rv ­

ing  c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t y o u r  c o m m u n ity ?  O r  w h a t  so rt 

o f m e ssa g e  y o u  w i l l  be  le a v in g  fu tu re  g e n ­

e ra t io n s  a b o u t o u r  w o r ld ?

O u r  m u se u m s , l ib ra r ie s , a r c h iv e s , a rt g a l­

le r ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a l c o l le c t io n s  p ro v id e  a 

c o l le c t iv e  m e m o ry  o f a c o m m u n it y 's  p a st . 

T h e  c u ltu ra l h e r ita g e  an d  in fo rm a t io n  sto red  

in th ese  in s titu tio n s h e lp  us to u n d e rstan d  the 

w o r ld  a ro u n d  u s . T h e y  te ll u s w h e re  w e  

c a m e  fro m  an d  w h a t  fo rm e d  o u r  v a lu e s , an d  

le t us se e  h o w  o u r p o l it ic a l ,  e c o n o m ic  an d  

s o c ia l sy s te m s h a v e  d e v e lo p e d .

L o c a l c o m m u n it ie s  o fte n  h o ld  a w e a lth  

o f o b je c ts  w h ic h  need  p ro p e r c a re  if th e y  a re  

to  s u rv iv e . In th e  M a c k a y  d is t r ic t , fo r  e x a m ­

p le , a re c e n t th re e -m o n th  p ilo t h e r ita g e  c o n ­

se rv a t io n  p ro je c t  su rv e y e d  ten lo c a l m u se u m  

an d  l ib ra ry  c o l le c t io n s . M a n y  ite m s o f c u l ­

tu ra l s ig n i f ic a n c e  w e re  fo u n d , in c lu d in g  a 

f la g  o f th e  A m a lg a m a te d  W o rk e r 's  A s s o c ia ­

tio n  w h ic h  d a te d  b a c k  to  1 9 1 1 ; A b o r ig in a l 

s to n e  a x e  h e a d s , g ra in  g r in d in g  s to n e s , an d  

c e re m o n ia l c a rv e d  tre e s ; e a r ly  d ia r ie s  fro m  

M a c k a y  d is t r ic t  p io n e e r  Jo h n  C o o k ; an  im ­

p re s s iv e  to y  c o l le c t io n  fro m  th e  h is to r ic

G re e n m o u n t  H o m e s te a d ; a n d  a m e ssa g e  

b o o k  u se d  in  W o r ld  W a r  II b y  th e  1 1 th  

S q u a d ro n  L e a d e r , c o n ta in in g  top se c re t m e s­

sa g e s .

A s  p a rt o f th e  p ilo t  p ro je c t , c o n s e rv a to r  

L y n d a  B la c k  a d v is e d  lo c a l c u ra to rs  on  h o w  

b e st to  p re s e rv e  h e r ita g e  o b je c ts  a n d  w h a t  

fa c to rs  c a n  le a d  to  d e te r io ra t io n . S h e  d e v e l­

o p e d  d ra ft  c o n s e rv a t io n  s tra te g ie s  fo r e a c h  

c o l le c t io n , a n d  p ro v id e d  a d v ic e  on  a rang e  

o f is su e s  in c lu d in g  c o l le c t io n  m a n a g e m e n t, 

s ta ff t ra in in g , s to rag e  a n d  c le a n in g .

A l l  o v e r  A u s t r a l ia ,  th e re  a re  s ig n if ic a n t  

o b je c ts  an d  c o l le c t io n s  in nee d  o f a tte n tio n . 

O n  3 0  O c to b e r , th e  C o n s e rv a t io n  W o rk in g  

P a rty  o f th e  H e r ita g e  C o l le c t io n s  C o m m itte e  

is h o ld in g  a fre e  p u b lic  fo ru m  in S y d n e y  to 

d e v e lo p  a n a t io n a l s t ra te g y  to  a c t iv e ly  im ­

p ro v e  th e  c o n s e rv a t io n  an d  p re s e rv a t io n  sta­

tus o f o u r c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  c o lle c t io n s . If yo u  

w o u ld  l ik e  to p a rt ic ip a te  in th e  fo ru m  o r re­

c e iv e  d is c u s s io n  p a p e rs , c o n ta c t  m e b y  

11 O c to b e r  at th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f C o m m u n i­

c a t io n  a n d  th e  A r ts , G P O  B o x  2 1 5 4 , C a n ­

b e rra  A C T  2 6 0 1 , te le p h o n e  (0 6 ) 2 7 9  1 6 7 9 , 

fa x  ( 0 6 ) 2 7 9  1 6 8 7 , o r  e - m a il 

d b ro c k le @ d c a .g o v .a u . m

Keeping specials 
in touch with 
issues
M eg P a u i, F re e la n c e  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ice s

S p e c ia l l ib ra r ia n s  a re  o ften  to o  

b u sy  se rv ic in g  c lie n ts  to  lo o k  a f­

te r  th e ir  o w n  p ro fe ss io n a l n eed s. 

The Austra las ian O P i a im s  to  f il l  th is  

gap a n d  p ro v id e  a p la tfo rm  for n e w s , 

ev en ts , th e  tra n sfe r o f id e a s , in it ia tiv e s  

an d  p ra c t ic a l a r t ic le s  to keep  lib ra r ia n s  

in to u c h  w ith  w h a t th e ir  p ro fe ss io n a l  

c o lle a g u e s  a re  a c h ie v in g  b oth  in  A u s ­

tra lia  an d  N e w  Z e a la n d .

W ith  e d ito r ia l c o n s u lta n ts  fro m  

N e w  Z e a la n d , e a ch  A u stra lia n  state  and  

the A u stra lia n  C a p ita l T e rr ito ry , th e  aim  

is to  e n r ic h  lib r a r ia n s ' p ro fe ss io n a l  

rea d in g . The Austra lasian OPL is not a 

co m p e tito r  to Austra lian Special L ib ra r­
ie s —  it is a m o n th ly  p u b lica t io n  w ith  a

co m p le te ly  d iffe re n t s la n t —  try  it and

see .

T h e  p u b lish e rs , F r e e la n c e  L ib ra ry  

a n d  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s  Pty Ltd  h a ve  

bou g ht th e  co p y r ig h t fo r  OPL The one- 
person lib ra ry : a new s le tte r fo r  lib ra r ­
ians and  m anagem ent, p u b lish e d  

m o n th ly  by O P L  R e so u rce s  Ltd , a d iv i­

s io n  o f SM R  In te rn a t io n a l, a n d  o w n e d  

by G u y  St C la ir ,  the  g uru  o f S p e c ia ls  l i ­

b ra r ia n s  th ro u g h  th e  w o r ld . E v e ry  issue  

of The Australasian OPL w ill co n ta in  the  

co n te n t o f the  Am erican OPL p lus fou r  

pages of loca l co ntent. A ll sp e c ia l lib ra r­

ies w ill re c e iv e  the first issue  free  —  the  

n o rm a l y e a r ly  su b s c r ip t io n  is A $ 9 9 .
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