
Feature

E x a c t ly  w h a t m akes specia
O ver thirty years have passed since 

the orig inal Austra lian Institute of 
Aborig inal Studies (now known as 

A IATSIS) was founded to fund and coord i
nate research into A borig inal cultures 
throughout Austra lia . G reat changes in the 
Institute's perceptions about research into 
and by indigenous peoples have occured in 
this tim e. The Institute has also been a ma
jo r p layer in estab lish ing Aborig inal and 
Torres Strait Islander Studies as an important 
facet of educational life in Austra lia .

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
funded and coordinated through the Institute 
has resulted in large co llections w h ich  now 
com prise 500 000 photographs, 24 000

hours of language, m usic and oral history 
tapes, and a film and video collection of over 
1 0  0 0 0  v iew ing hours.

Im portantly not all of this m aterial has 
resulted from grantee research. A ll of the co l
lections pursue active acqu isition  po lic ies 
w h ich  aim to increase both historical as well 
as contem porary m aterials, and for twenty 
five  years the Institute had its own ethno
graphic film unit which produced many films 
at the request of Aborig inal com m unities. 
O ther notable exam ples of Institute projects 
invo lv ing  acqu isition  of m aterial into the 
Specia l C o llections include the 1988 A fte r  
2 0 0  years p ro je c t  which resulted in the addi
tion of 50 000 photographs and numerous 
oral history tapes. The E n cyc lo p a ed ia  o f  A b o 
r ig in a l A u s tra lia , published in print and CD  

in 1994, was an 
extensive user of 
special co llections 
resources and also 
added significantly 
to their holdings.

But what 
makes these large 
audio visual c o l
lections so special? 
They are indeed 
the largest c o lle c 
tions of their kind 
relating to Aborig i
nal and Torres 
Strait Islander c u l
tures in existence 
in the w orld . But 
they have other 
special qualities.

They are ch a r
acterised by their 
quality of being the 
raw materials of re
search endeavours 
rather than the 
more fin ished 
products such as 
academ ic theses, 
published articles 
or books or m anu
script reports. This 
aspect, coupled 
w ith the inherent 
cu ltura l sen s ib ili

ties of much of this material means that ac
cess to these co llec tio n s becom es another 
area of difference from public libraries. U n 
til this year access to materials in any of the

The A IA T S IS  sp e c ia l c o lle c t io n s  of picto
ria l, recorded sound, and film  and video , 
have formed prim arily as products of the re
search endeavours of the Institute and par
ticu la rly  its research grants program. Re
search into a w id e  variety  of aspects of

Death Dance from Mabuiag Island, 1898 (AC Haddon Collection, 
Courtesy Cambridge University Museum). The Special Collections often  
hold important copies o f  significant historical material. For example it 
is possible to find photographs, wax cylinder sound recordings and 
early film footage made by the 1898 A C  Haddon Expedition to the 
Torres Strait
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o llections so special?
special collections was very time consuming 
for both clientele and staff. Access required 
an appointment w ith one of the co llection  
mangers (who are subject specialists rather 
than lib rarians), searching three separate 
databases to obtain listings of the contents of 
the various collections and arranging of spe
cia list copying services in a position to pro
vide copies.

In response to an almost overw helm ing 
increase in dem and for services from the 
special co llec tio n s, both from Aborig inal 
people and com m unities and as part of the 
w ider Australian and international interest in 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and cultures, a new direction to enhance ac
cess to qua lity  inform ation and m ateria ls 
from these co llections is about to be tria led .

This new direction involves utilising the 
potential offered by the new inform ation 
techno log ies. The ach ievem ent of the 
C D -R O M  version of the E n c y c lo p a e d ia  o f

A b o r ig in a l A u s tra lia  has demonstrated the 
advantages in being able to integrate p ic
tures, sound and film . As part of an Institute
w ide in itia tive  the specia l co llections w ill 
concentrate on progressively producing in 
digital-format, selected groupings of materi
als from the collections. These w ill be devel
oped to meet our most frequent requests and 
core co llections of still and moving images, 
language, m usic and oral history materials 
w ill also be produced.

The prim ary aim of the new direction is 
to enhance the quality of access and service 
to our c lien te le . The new resources w ill be 
selected , researched, cross-referenced and 
presented in ways w h ich  w ill revolutionise 
the accessib ility  and usefulness of collection 
m aterials for our c lien ts . A ccess w ill cross 
the former boundaries of specific media and 
w ill be immediate via computer screens with 
fac ilities to obtain direct copies.

Carol Cooper, special collections manager
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ALIA Special Libraries Section (Qld Group) 
Q U E E N S L A N D
S P E C I A L  L I B R A R I A N  
O F  T H E  Y E A R  A W A R D

D U N N  &  W I L S O N  S C H O L A R S H I P

Aim
A im s To provide a library technician with the opportunity to investigate a
To recognise an inform ation professional who has dem onstrated particular project relating to the practice of library technicians, which
outstanding achievem ent within in form ation services; will increase his/her professional/occupational experience.

To prom ote the profession of in form ation services to  the w ider Conditions
com m unity; • The Scholarship is valued at $4000 for 1996. Applicants will
To encourage m em bership of Australian Library and Information hear any costs above that amount.
Association (ALIA) and active involvem ent in divisional activities. • Available to practicing library technician members of the Library 

Technicians Section of the Association.
S e le c t io n  C r i t e r ia • For the purpose of undertaking a project on an issue of relevance
Suitable candidates exhibit the fo llow ing criteria: to the development and improvement of the practice of library
(a) W illingness to  share professional expertise and to partic ipate technicians and/or library and information services in Australia.

in fo rm al and inform al netw orking activ ities. • The project may include a study tour, either overseas or interstate,
(b) Evidence of e ffic ien t and effective m anagem ent practices. to survey the employment or education of library technicians:
(c) Dem onstration o f successful prom otion of the library and /o r professional development to enhance the recipient’s role;

inform ation service resulting in the achievement of a high profile preparation of a publication; research/investigation in such areas
with an educated and satisfied clientele. as automation, conservation, technical services i relation to the

(d) Evidence of professional involvement, e ither past or present, practice of library technicians.

in ALIA divisional activities. Details o f involvement may also • The project is to culminate in a report presented in two parts;
include a list o f published m aterials. i) A comprehensive report, suitable for publication as a journal 

article, forwarded to the National Executive of the Library
C o n d i t io n s  a n d  N o m in a t io n Technicians Section within 4 months of the project’s

The conditions are set out in the Policies and Procedures. For copies culmination.

of this and nominations fo rm s, please contact: ii) The presentation of the ‘Dunn & Wilson Oration’ at the 
following National Library Technicians Conference.

Beth Mayo
Manager, Library Services, C oopers &  Lybrand Applications
GPO Box 150 BRISBANE Application forms are available from the Membership Officer a1' the
Telephone: (07) 3 8 7 7  8 6 63

Nom inations m ust be received by the Selection C om m ittee by
ALIA National Office.

30  March 1996 . This scholarship is jointly sponsored by 
L) Cullen Bookbinders and Apollo Moon Bookbinders

This Award is sponsored by ISA Australia. Divisions of Dunn & Wilson
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