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Book Data has 
opened a local contact 

office in Australia,
appointing Glenda Roach 

to act on their behalf.

Book Data in Australia 
Reply Paid 20  
PO Box 746

Noosa Heads Qld 4567  
Phone (074) 74 8544 

Fax (074) 74 5102

The new office serves as a 
point-of-contact for 

all enquiries.

Now... publishers have a local
contact address for
#  making enquiries about Book 

Data's services.
#  sending updated title information 

to.
#  regular and accessible 

correspondence.

Glenda can be contacted any time
® directly at the new office on 

Wednesdays.
#  all messages, faxes and mail can 

be sent to Book Data in Australia, 
marked for her attention.

Book Data in Australia
Worldng with us couldn't be easier

Book Data in Australia
Reply Paid 20, PO Box 746 

Noosa Heads Qld 4567.
Tel (074) 74 8544 Fax (074) 74 5202 

Book Data in the UK
Northumberland House 

2 King St, Twickenham TW l 3RZ UK 
Tel +44 181 892 2272 Fax +44 181 892 9109

The A ustra lian  W a
Pam Ray, curator A W M  photographs section

T he photographs c o lle c tio n  of the A u stra lia n  W a r 
M em o ria l (A W M ) is one o f the largest co lle c tio n s  
of p ho tograp h ic im ages housed in A u stra lia , w ith  

over 9 0 0  0 0 0  im ages.

Th e  co n cep t o f a m em o ria l w h ic h  w o u ld  a lso  be a 
m useum  and research  lib ra ry  had been in the m ind  of 
one m an from  the e a r ly  days o f W o rld  W a r I. The  jo u r
nalist, h isto rian , and O ffic ia l W a r Correspondent C harles 
Bean began tak ing photographs and encouraged A u stra l
ian troops to co lle c t, som e w o u ld  say scaveng e , artifacts 
for w h a t he en v is io n e d  m ight one day becam e a p e rm a
nent m em oria l to those w h o  lost the ir lives in the 'G reat 
W a r '.

The  co llec tio n  com p rises tw o  parts. The first is o ffic ia l 
A u stra lia n  G o ve rn m e n t a rc h iv a l m a te ria l, photographs 
taken by governm ent em p lo yees, and sub ject to the pro
v is io n s  o f the A r c h iv e s  A c t  and the A u s tra lia n  W a r M e 
m o r ia l  A c t ,  in c lu d in g  som e taken  by F ran k  FHurley,
FHubert W ilk in s , D a m ie n  Pare r and G eo rg e  S ilk . O th e r 
w e ll-kn o w n  photographers represented in the o ffic ia l c o l
le c tio n  in c lu d e  M a x  D u p a in , O liv e  C o tto n , L a u rie  
Le G u a y , Ron Berg and Ern M c Q u illa n .

The second is im ages donated by p rivate in d iv id u a ls .
The  earliest o ffic ia l photographs date from  1 9 16 , and the 
m ost recen t d ep ic t p eace ke ep in g  a c tiv it ie s  in S o m a lia .
The  earliest p riva te ly  donated im age is a daguerrotype of 
a m em b er o f the B ean  fa m ily , w h ile  the m ost re cen t 
d o cum ents the w o rk  o f the co n ting en t, m a in ly  m ed ica l 
staff, w h o  served in R w an d a  in 1 9 9 5 .

U n lik e  m ost c o lle c t io n s  the A W M  c o lle c t io n  is a 
negative-based  o ne . N o n eth e less , eve ry  form  of pho to
graphic. p rocess is represented in the c o lle c tio n . Som e of 
the im ages w e re  p rocessed  in the fie ld  in less than ideal 
co n d itio n s , and th is poses un iq u e  prob lem s for our c o n 
servation  staff. A ll the o ffic ia l ce llu lo se  n itrate negatives 
o f h is to rica l im p o rtan ce  (about 160  0 0 0 ), m a in ly  from  
W o rld  W a r II, have been d up lica ted  for preservation pu r
poses. W o rk  w as co m p le ted  in D e cem b er 1995  on d e 
co n tam inating , c lean in g  and rehousing  the entire c o lle c 
tio n  o f im ages on g la ss , m a in ly  W o rld  W a r  I im ag es, 
to ta lling  about 90  0 0 0 .

T h e  next step w i l l  be to d e s ilv e r  th em , d u p lic a te  
th em , p ro d u ce  a p rin t then w r ite  c a p t io n s . T h e  g lass 
c le a n in g  p ro g ram , w h ic h  took tw o  years  to co m p le te , 
w a s  o n ly  m ade p o ss ib le  un d er the A u stra lia n  G o v e rn 
m ent's LEA P  program  fo r un em p lo yed  you th . Som e seg
m ents o f the acetate neg ative co lle c tio n  dating from  the 
1 950s to the 1 970s are sh ow in g  severe deterioration  and 
are be ing  d u p lica te d  in ou r cu rre n t c o n se rva tio n  p ro 
gram . A ll the o ffic ia l co lo u r m ateria l shot after 1 9 6 0  has 
been d u p lica te d , and the p re c io u s  W o rld  W a r I F ran k  
H u r le y  co lo u r Paget p lates w il l  be d u p lica te d  th is y e a r .

M ost ca p tio n s  are  w r itte n  by sta ff and co n su lta n ts  
w o rk in g  w ith in  the photographs sectio n , but at tim es w e  
en list the aid  o f do no rs , cu rrent and fo rm er m ilita ry  per-
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vlem orial ph o tograph  collection

so n n e l, and exp erts  on 
the A W M  staff. The  ca p 
tions co n ta in  su ffic ie n t 
deta il about w h a t is s ig 
n if ic a n t in the im age , 
keep ing in m ind that fu 
tu re g en era tio n s (it is 
hoped) w il l  have no per
sonal e xp e rie n ce  o f w a r.

In 1 9 9 0  a start w a s  
m ade on ca p tu rin g  im 
ages for in co rp o ratio n  in 
an integrated c o lle c tio n  
m anagem ent system . The 
photograp hs sectio n  is 
the system 's largest c u s 
to m er, w ith  a p p ro x i
m a te ly  165 0 0 0  im ages 
on the system  w ith  a c 
co m p a n y in g  fu ll- te x t , 
fu lly  se a rc h a b le , n a rra 
tive  cap tio n s.

Pam Ray, curator, and Ian Affleck, assistant curator, A W M  photographs section,
searching the photographs image database

urban h isto rian s . Fo r in stan ce , a group of 
A u s tra lia n s  to d ay  w o u ld  have  d iffe ren t 
faces to those  w h o  cro w d ed  the ra ils  of 
troopships going overseas in 1940 . D e ve l
o pm ent in c ity  s tree tscap es can  be fo l
low ed from  im ages of troops m arch ing  off 
to the Sudan w a r, to South A frica  in 1 89 9 , 
to Egypt in 1 914-1  9 1 8 , and to subsequent 
c o n f lic ts , a lo ng  S w an sto n  Street, a long  
G eo rg e  Street, and to the B risb ane  T o w n  
H a ll.

The  photographs co lle c tio n  w as heav
ily  used during the 1 995  A u s tra lia  re m e m 
b e r s  a c tiv it ie s , w ith  im ages from  the c o l
le c tio n  used by RSL c lu b s , m a jo r art 
g a lle r ie s , fa m ilie s  seek in g  photograp hs, 
new sp apers and other pu b lishe rs .

It is a n t ic ip a te d  that use o f th is and 
other A W M  co lle c tio n s  w ill stay at a high 
leve l fo llo w in g  the greater p u b lic  a w a re 
ness of our rich  resources. It is a co llection  
w ith  som eth ing  fo r eve ryo n e . ■

In  1 9 9 0 a a ta r t  i ear 
m ade on cap turing  

im ager fo r  
incorporation in  a n  
integrated collection 

m a n a g e m en t , n/< <leni. 
Ecentitally/ i t  io hoped 

to m a k e  im ager a n d  
te x t  available to a  

11 'iderpublic, ra ther  
th a n  to ju e t  a n  tore 

to the Altpi i uv 'ia l.

T h e  im ages p re v i
o u s ly  he ld  in a n a lo g u e  
form  h ave  been c o n 
verted to digital form  and 
w i l l  be a v a ila b le  v ia  a 
n ew  O P A C  in the A W M  
re se a rch  ce n tre , and on 
e v e ry  sta ff m e m b er's  J  
desk , by Feb ruary  1 9 9 6 . c 
E ve n tu a lly  it is hoped to v 
m ake  im ages and  text 
a v a ila b le  to a w id e r pub
lic , rather than to ju st v is ito rs to the M e
m o ria l. To  m ake  photograp h  ca p tio n s  
sea rch ab le  by a va rie ty  of access  points it 
w as decid ed  to take advantage of the cost 
sav in g s  o ffered  by use o f a c o m m e rc ia l 
a u to m a tic  in d e x in g  p a cka g e . T h is  has 
w o rk e d  v e ry  s u c c e ss fu lly  and sta ff t im e 
sav ing s are s ig n ifican t.

So m e lib ra r ia n s  w i l l  w o n d e r w h y  
A W M  does not use for its photograph c o l
lection  L ib ra ry  o f C ongress or som e other 
re co g n ize d  stan d ard  su b jec t h ea d in g s, 
M A R C  cata logu ing  and so on . T h e  s im p le  
a n sw e r is that stan d ard  system s do not 
co p e  w e ll w ith  the in tr icac ie s  o f rank and 
u n ifo rm , m ilita ry  un it h ie ra rc h ie s , and 
search  techn iq u es and term s to satisfy  us
ers seeking  p ictu res o f eq u ipm ent va ry in g  
from  the latest te c h n o lo g y  to o b so le te  
n ineteenth  ce n tu ry  rifles .

A n  asp ect o f the co lle c tio n  w h ic h  is 
often o verlo oked  is its va lu e  to so c ia l and
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