
A n d  w h e n  w i l l  t h e  A C T  g e t  

i t s  o w n  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y ? . . .

We c o n ta c te d  a n u m b e r  o f  p ro m in e n t  A C T  

lib ra ria n s  a n d  a sk e d  fo r  th e ir  v ie w s  o n  th e  

n e e d  o r  o th e rw is e  fo r  an  A C T  re fe r e n c e  

lib ra ry  — w e  r e c e iv e d  o n ly  tw o  re s p o n s e s :

S o  w h y  d o n ’t w e  
h ave a  library?

There is no d o u b t that the AC T needs a refer­
en ce  lib ra ry  o f its o w n . G o  in to  th e  m a in  
read ing  room  o f the  N a tiona l L ib rary  o f Aus­
tra lia  on any day o f any w ee k  —  especia lly  
d u r in g  te a ch in g  tim e  at C anberra 's  schools  
and un ivers ities —  and y o u 'll see m ost o f the 
ca rre l Is and cha irs  o c cu p ie d  by lo ca l stu­
dents. N o -o n e  suggests th a t they  shou ld  be 
tu rn e d  aw ay. H o w e v e r, the  p r im a ry  ro le  o f 
the N a tiona l L ib rary  is not, and shou ld not be 
to  m eet the educa tiona l needs o f the s tudying 
C anberran. It is also inapp rop ria te  to  ask the 
N a tion a l L ib rary  to  take a specia l interest in 
seeking ou t and preserving the loca l h istory o f 
the  C anberra reg ion , in serving the in fo rm a ­
tion  needs o f the various AC T business enter­
prises, o r in su p p o rtin g  A C T  go ve rn m e n t 
departm ents and agencies w ith  m ateria ls be­
yond  the scope o f th e ir o w n  specia l lib raries 
—  all tasks undertaken by state libraries.

A t the tim e  th is  w as be ing  w ritte n  there 
has been cons iderab le  p u b lic ity  abou t the ef­
fect o f cuts in the N a tion a l L ibrary 's  acqu is i­
tions program  on its a b ility  to  support scho l­
arsh ip  n a tio n w id e . It's no t often the N a tiona l 
L ib ra ry  makes it o n to  ABC  R ad io N a tio n a l, 
ABC TV, The Australian and Campus Review 
a ll in one  w eek. Its c o lle c tio n  d e ve lo p m e n t 
p o lic y  is another issue, o f course, bu t it is ap­
parent tha t the N a tiona l L ibrary  has to  ensure 
that w ith in  its lim ited  fu nd ing  it does a lim ited  
nu m b er o f th ings w e ll, rather than spread it­
self to o  th in ly  a ttem pting  to  be all th ings to  all 
peop le . If it's  tru ly  to  be a 'N a tio n a l' lib rary , 
serving loca l needs cann o t be a p rio rity .

The question  is no t w h y  the AC T shou ld 
have its o w n  reference lib ra ry , bu t w h y  not?

P e te r  C la y to n  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a n b e rra

Too re lia n t  
on th e  N T  A

It is sad that the ACT, g iven its h igh socio-eco­
n o m ic  m ix  and supp o rt o f c u ltu re  in th e  l i ­
braries, has no t seen fit  to  p ro v ide  a specific

AC T state/reference lib ra ry . For fa r to o  long 
the AC T G ove rnm en t has re lied  on C anber­
rans using the fac ilities  o f the N ational Library 
and o ther libraries to  accom m odate  the needs 
o f students and AC T h isto ry  researchers. The 
AC T is a 'p o o r re la tio n ' to  a ll the o the r states 
and te rrito ries  in th is regard, that is, in having 
a p ro p e r state re ference lib ra ry . If the  AC T 
G o v e rn m e n t is to o  'p o o r ' to  create  one 
m aybe it shou ld 'ou tso u rce ' the fa c ility  to  the 
N a tion a l L ib rary  or A ustra lian  N a tion a l U n i­
versity?

Previous adm in is tra tions  o f the C o m m it­
tee o f the  A C T P ub lic  L ibraries w ere  duped 
in to  th in k in g  tha t adequate p ro v is io n  w o u ld  
be m ade fo llo w in g  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the C a­
sino funds bu t th is has proved false. There is 
a need fo r a co m m o n  focus in an AC T Refer­
ence P ub lic  L ibrary . In the In ternet era there 
also needs to  be adequate  p ro v is io n  fo r the 
students and adu lt po pu la tion , in c lu d in g  pen­
s ioners, fo r free p u b lic  access to  the  o v e r­
w h e lm in g  array o f in fo rm ation  resources, par­
t ic u la r ly  in the  reference area. I fu lly  support 
the ALIA  in itia tive  in b ring ing  this to  pu b lic  at­
te n tion .
C o lin  S te e le , U n iv e r s ity  lib ra ria n  

A u stra lia n  N a tio n a l U n iv e rs ity
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