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W a iv e  a n n u a l fees
I am a tech n ic ian  m em ber and w ork 

one m orning a w eek  in a vo lunteer 

lib rary. In the afternoon I hand over 

to a retired teacher-lib rarian . Each 

month I abandon m y used copy of 

inC ite  and the South Australian  

branch new sletter In te rA L IA  in the 

lib rary.

The teacher-lib rarian  all but swoons 

at this. I asked her to exp la in  this 

reaction : she told me that despite 

her co ntinu ing  interest in the profes­

sion , she co u ld  no longer afford to 

m aintain A L IA  m em bersh ip . It seem s 

unfa ir to m e that a person w h o  

retires as an A L IA  m em ber shou ld , 

for f in an c ia l reasons a lone , be 

denied  the s im p le  p leasure of 

rece iv in g  our routine m onth ly  

p u b lica tio n .

I w o u ld  like  to propose that a 

'p u b lica tio n  o n ly ' category of 

m em bersh ip  be created for retired 

A L IA  m em bers and the cost of this 

m ade as c lo se  to free as possib le . 

T h is  w o u ld  ackn o w led g e  the 

m em bers p rev ious support and 

contrib utio n  to the A sso cia tion .

Let us not w ee d , delete and d iscard  

these p eo ple . For the cost o f a few

m ag azines they co u ld  b ecom e one 

of our greatest reso urces.

B ria n  G o r d o n

C o n fe re n c e  fees  
set too  h igh
The  m em bers o f the R ive rina  

Regional G ro u p  have  noted w ith  

a larm  the cost o f attend ing the 

1996  b ienn ia l co n fe ren ce . T h e  

early-b ird  fee of $ 4 7 0  for o n ly  three 

d ays , w ith  most M o n d ay  and F rid ay 

activ itie s in cu rring  ad d itional costs, 

seem s beyond the reach  of m any 

m em bers. Reg iona l Austra lian  

lib rarians m ust a lso  pay for trave l 

and acco m m o d atio n , and w e  note 

that there have been no offers of 

lo w e r p riced  acco m m o d atio n  or 

other assistance  for low er-paid  

A L IA  m em bers.

A s the organisers o f the 1992 

co n fe ren ce , w e  w ere  c rit ic ised  for 

our early-b ird  fee o f $ 3 9 9  for a five- 

d ay  co n fe ren ce . W e  are fu lly  aw are  

of the overhead s and costs a sso c i­

ated w ith  o rgan ising  a b ienn ia l 

co n fe ren ce , but b e lie ve  that such  

factors as the costs o f the venues 

m ust be co nsidered  w h en  ch o ices  

are  m ade. W e  a lso  b e lieve  that a

co n fe rence  co m m ittee  has an 

ob ligation  to m ake p ro vis ion  for 

low er-paid  m em bers to attend the 

A sso c ia tio n 's  m ajo r co n fe rence .

A s rep resentatives of regional 

A ustra lian  lib rary  w o rke rs , w e  w ish  

to d raw  the attention o f the profes­

sion to these co n ce rns .

M a rs h a  R e illy ,

R iv e r in a  R e g io n a l  G r o u p

M em bers o f the L ib ra ry  Staff Asso­

cia tio n  o f M onash  U n ive rs ity  w o u ld  

like  to support the v ie w  expressed 

by other co rrespondents that the 

fees charged to attend lib rary 

co n fe rences are too h igh . Not o n ly  

do the high fees m ean it is d ifficu lt 

for younger m em bers o f the profes­

sion to attend large co n fe rences, 

but is a lso  d iff icu lt for others to 

afford the reg istration . Institutional 

o r corporate  staff deve lop m ent 

budgets, w h e re  they e x is t, are 

lim ited . In the case  o f m ajo r co n fe r­

ences , support is often g iven to a 

certa in  d o lla r va lu e . H igh  co n fe r­

en ce  fees m ean few er staff attend. 

W e  b e lieve  that there is great 

benefit to be gained b y  staff, and by 

the p ro fession , if a greater num ber

of p artic ipants is encouraged . The  

larger co n ferences p rovide a great 

opportun ity  to gain know ledge, 

broaden o u r interests, share 

enthusiasm s and m ake new  friends 

and co ntacts.

Jan  G i l l ,  M o n a s h  U n iv e r s i ty

Helen Tait, conference convenor, 
replies...

The biennial conference is the Associa­
tion's premier event. Its program is 
designed to meet the widest possible 
interests in professional topics through 
significant plenary sessions with major 
international and Australian keynote 
speakers and multiple option parallel 
sessions to extend the subject range. 
Venues are very limited by the numbers 
expected to attend. In Melbourne, the 
World Congress Centre is the only 
realistic option for an anticipated 1200- 
1500 delegates in multiple sessions. The 
venue cost will be $73 000 for three 
days. To contain costs, the decision over 
venues for Monday and Triday events 
has been left up to the organising groups 
with the expectation that most would 
use other venues for which there would 
be no charge. Registration progress to 
date now allows us to cover the congress
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centre cost. Organising groups will be 
advised of this.
Registration includes preprinted pro­
ceedings both because they are the 
significant scholarly record of the 
conference and to ensure that presenta­
tions can build on this permanent record 
rather than just duplicating it.
The conference is budgeted to provide 
substantial income to ALIA, to apply to 
member benefits. This income is com­
pletely covered by sponsorship and 
exhibitor fees. Sponsorship and exhibitor 
fees also cover more than one-third of 
conference costs. This substantial 
commitment entitles sponsors and 
exhibitors to expect a high level of 
attendance by delegates. For this reason 
lunch in the exhibition area is covered in 
the registration fee.
We are confident that the budget is not 
lavish. It is based on a conservative 
attendance expectation of 17 00. We 
have had no experience of a 'normal' 
main centre conference for some years 
and cannot predict the effect that the 
increased number of specialist confer­
ences during that time will have on 
attendance.
Registration closing dates were set to 
allow early-bird registration to be paid in 
two financial years.

We recognise that not everyone will 
wish to, or be able to, meet the cost of 
attending the conference. ALIA offers a 
wide range of local specialist, continuing 
professional development activities. I am 
sure that many who have committed 
effort to preparing conference papers 
would be happy to repeat them for local 
audiences. Branches and sections may 
wish to check the conference program 
and make approaches.
Have you looked at costs for other 
conferences lately? Through the generous 
contribution members make to Associa­
tion events, I believe that we provide 
amazing value. I am sure those who 
attend the conference will think so too.

H is to r ic
d o cu m en ts  sto len
In A p ril m y house w as broken into 

and a large num b er o f va lu a b le  and 

h istoric docum ents w e re  sp e c ifi­

c a l ly  targeted for theft.

A s the o w n e r o f the m ateria l, I have 

been g rad ua lly  p ub lish ing  the 

d ia ries of records o f John and 

Jam es G reen  because  of their 

h istoric and cu ltu ra l va lu e  for the 

peoples of the G y m p ie  region and 

South East Q u e e n s lan d . T h e  records

date from  1 84 0  to 1938  —  the 

m ain  em p hasis being on the years 

1850  and 190 0 .

Exp lo ration  m aps, d raw ing s, 

sketches, g lass photos, photocop ied  

records of the d ia ries and other 

d ocum ents, co n ta in  a w ea lth  of 

e a rly  detailed  p rivate  settlem ent 

records o f these e a rly  farm ers/ 

exp lo re rs . T h e y  also  co nta in  

records of in tim ate re la tio nsh ip s, 

custom s, and events re lating  to 

European settlers as w e ll as the 

ind igenous peoples o f the area .

A  fu ll inven to ry of the m ateria l 

stolen is a v a ila b le . If you th in k  you 

have  seen any  of th is m ateria l 

p lease  co n tact Brett G re e n , 52  Red 

H ill Road , G y m p ie  Q L D  4 5 7 0 .

B re t t  G r e e n

T h a n k  y o u ...

T h an k  you to eve ryo ne  w h o  has 

supported A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  a n d  
In fo rm a tio n  R esearch  (A L IR )b y  

sending me in form ation on research 

p ro jects. A L IR  needs to cap ture  

m ore data on cu rrent and recen tly  

co m pleted  research  w o rk  and

theses. I am  ask ing  potential co n ­

tributors not to w a it  for the ir artic les 

to be pub lished  o r their theses to be 

accepted but to inform  A L IR  o f their 

w o rk . P lease let m e and the lib rary  

and in form ation w o rld  kn o w  w hat 

you are d o ing  to extend  the fro n ­

tiers of kn o w led g e . Report form s 

are ava ilab le  from  N e v ille  A y lm o re , 

Editor, A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  and 

Inform ation R esearch , c /-A u stra lia n  

C learing  H o use  for L ib rary  and 

Inform ation S c ie n ce , U n iv e rs ity  of 

South A u stra lia  L ib ra ry , Street 

Bernards R oad , M ag ili 5 0 7 2 . Phone

(08) 302 4 4 3 9 9  or fax 

(08) 302 4 6 9 5 .

N e v il le  A y lm o r e

Y o u r  v o ic e

Y o u r  l e t t e r s  o n  a n y  i s s u e  o f  

r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  l ib r a r y  a n d  

i n f o r m a t io n  s e c t o r  a r e  

w e lc o m e d .

All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, faxedto06 2822249, 
or posted to: Your voice, ALIA, PO Box 
E441, Queen Victoria Terrace, ACT 2600. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.
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