
T h e  t e n d e r

Robert Madennan, Minister for Plannning and Local Government 
at the seminar with Christine Mackenzie, president, Public

Libraries Section (Victoria)

C h r is t in e  M a c k e n z ie

T he Public Libraries Section (V ic 
torian group) and the O ffice  of 
Library Serv ices jo in tly  spon

sored a sem inar dealing with com pul
sory competitive tendering and libraries 
in M elbourne at the end of M ay. The 
sem inar attracted eighty delegates, in
cluding library managers, local govern
ment officers, com m issioners and ch ief 
executive officers of library services.

The day w as o ffic ia lly  opened by 
the Hon Robert M acle llan , M inister for 
Planning and Local G overnm ent, and 
the M inister responsible for public li
braries in V ic to ria . He reiterated the 
V ictorian Governm ent's strong support 
for pub lic libraries and for the public 
library network that has ensured V icto
ria 's leading role in the provision of li
brary services.

The seminar featured Sue W illiam s, 
manager of benchmarking at the C ity of 
M onash , who exp la ined  some of the 
processes Monash have been through, 
and recom m ended that libraries con
sider benchm arking against other in
dustries, rather than just other libraries. 
Ross G ibbs, director of the O ffice of L i

brary Services, provided a sum m ary of 
what is happening nationally in regard 
to standards, especia lly  in the context 
of the C o uncil of A ustra lian  State L i
braries' work in this area. David Eedle, 
M anager of the Bendigo Perform ing 
Arts Centre , gave an entertaining and 
interesting perspective from an allied 
industry.

The afternoon featured a panel dis
cussion chaired by G raham  D ud ley , 
O ffice  of L ib rary Serv ices . Pat Salau 
(Swan H ill) , Cathy Hunt (Port Ph illip ),

Elisabeth Jackson (Hum e Moonee V a l
ley) and Jane King (formerly Yarra) gave 
survival tips and encouragem ent to li
braries faced w ith the prospect of ten
dering.

O ne of the m ajor concerns that the 
Public Libraries Section in V ictoria  has 
with com pulsory competitive tendering 
is the threat to co-operation that the 
com petitive environm ent poses. Sem i
nars such as this keep com m unications 
open and continue to promote and 
support a strong network. ■

B o a r d  o f  

E d u c a t i o nAustralian 
Library and

Association Call for nominations o f3 members
Nominations are called for 3 positions. Nominees must be 
financial members of the Association at the time of nomination, 
however they need not be professional members.
There are ten members of the Board of Education, seven elected 
by members of the Association and three by General Council. At 
least seven members of the Board must be professional members, 
the president of the Association is ex officio and the executive 
director is a non-voting executive member.
There shall be a minimum of 3 practitioners (persons working in 
the field of libraries or information services) and 3 educators on 
the Board (persons teaching library or information science). 
Terms of office of 3 members of the Board end on 31 December 
1996.3 members are to be elected by members of the Association 
to hold office from 1 January 1997 to 31 December 1999.
Nominations must be in writing, be signed by 2 financial 
members of the Association, include the consent in writing of 
the nominee and be accompanied by a 100-word current 
curriculum  vitae (giving full details of academic and professional 
qualifications) and a 100-word statement of professional concerns. 
The curriculum  vitae should be arranged under headings of 
Present Position, Previous Positions and Professional Activities.
Nominations close at 5pm on 1 August 1996 and should be sent 
to the executive director, ALIA, PO Box E441, Queen Victoria 
Terrace, ACT 2600, e-mail: enquiry@alia.org.au
Further details are available from the ALIA executive director, 
or from http://www.alia.org.au/alia/nominations/ 
board.of.education.html

You can relax with a POEM
Public Operation Environment 
Manager (POEM) stops accidental 
or deliberate interference to PCs by 
public users.
POEM monitors user activity, 
permitting only those functions 
which are legitimate. So your 
computer remains as you want it to 
be — error-free.

Computer maintenance time is reduced, administrative 
workload is decreased and computer availability is 
maximised.
POEM was developed in Australia, specifically to protect 
PCs available to the general public, for example, in libraries 
and in education.
For information on POEM just mail or fax a copy of the 
Inquiry Form below.

POEM Inquiry Form
Forward information on POEM to:

NAME ___________
ORGANISATION___________

ADDRESS ___________

S ta te __________ Postcode _________
Mail or fax a copy of this Inquiry Form to:
Gelosia Systems Pty Ltd
Unit 4, 15 Warrigal Road Fax No: (03) 9569 9481
Oakleigh VIC 3166 or
AUSTRALIA (03) 9717 3538
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