Linking the drearntime
to the superhighway

Lee Finkelstein, Cairns City Library Service

T he closing celebra-
tions for Australian
Library Week in

Queensland were held in

the Cairns City Place. The

program focused on the

Australian Library Week

theme by linking the an-

cient concepts of aboriginal
dreamtime and the past tra-
ditions of our indigenous
people with future technol-
ogy, as represented by the
information superhighway.

Stowe Computing Australia

was the a major financial sponsor.

The celebrations were organised by a
committee of ALIA members representing
the different types of libraries in the region:
public, school, university, TAFE and special.

The main event was a stimulating and
dynamic address by Charles Brass, chairman
of the Future of Work Foundation. His mes-
sage challenged each individual to create
and reach for the future that is best for them.
The celebrations were officially opened by
the mayor of Cairns, councillor Tom Pyne,
and closed by the state librarian, Des
Stephens.

Dancers from the Wangetti Education
Centre provided unforgettable entertainment
with all the excitement and colour of their
traditional dances. The Torres Strait Islander
dancers were particularly well received, with
both the mayor and Charles Brass good-
humouredly joining in on stage.

The Peninsular Region Australian Library
Week art and literary competition was run in
conjunction with Cairns celebrations. Stu-
dents in the region were asked to illustrate —
with a poem, a literary piece or poster — the
theme Reading the future: From reefto rain-

Mayor Tom Pyne (right) and Charles Brass (left) with
Wangetti Education Centre dancers at the closing ceremony

forest. Entries were received from as far
afield as Cooktown and the Cairns School of
Distance Education.

All entries were displayed by the Cairns
City Library Service at the City and
Smithfield branches. Prizes from a large
number of local sponsors were awarded to
the students by Bill Simpson of Stowe Com-
puting Australia.

Surrounding the main program were a
number of hands-on displays featuring CD-
ROMs, Internet connections, computer pres-
entations and videos focusing on the benefits
of libraries. Local libraries also mounted col-
ourful visual displays.

Publicity of the celebrations was particu-
larly good. On Saturday 11 May, the Cairns
Post included a double-page feature with
details of the day's program, as well as a
piece on the changing roles of librarians.
Other media outlets in the region, including
the TEN Network and WIN Cairns, covered
the address by Charles Brass and featured
interviews with local librarians.

After our success in 1996 the committee
is already planning the celebrations for Aus-
tralian Library Week 1997. -
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Siegersma, ph(03) 9804 000; fax (03)
9822 0278; e-mail
rsiegers@ozemail.com.au.
9-12/7 Insearch/Knight-Ridder in-
formation seminars High Technolo-
gy Applications (9/7 pm), Introductory
DIALOG (10/7), pharmaceutical (11/7),
KR ProBase Workshop (12/7 am). Mel-
bourne Contact: (02) 212 2867.
15/7 Inmagic user group meetin
Demonstration by Norma weyofl:%
TextWorks VWEb Server and other new
products from Inegic. mMs society of
Vic, 34 Jackson Street, Toorak, 5.30
for 6pm. Sponsored by Resource Op-
tions, Melbourne. RSVP: Micky Ashton,
ph (016) 784 548, fax (03) 9889 4066.
+ 16/7 Geelong regional grou
How to develop your own g\/\I\Aj\)/\l
homapage . Deakin Uni, H
Block Computer Room. 6pm for
6.30pm start, limited places. Bookings:
Darren Ryan, ph (052) 272 203, e-mail
darrenr@ deakin.edu.au.
+ 16/7 Disabilities interest group 3-
4.30pm: Speakers: Ted Chrisfield on
the equity and access facilities in the i
brary; Jan McLeod on the DEET-CAUT
teaching grant. Access to equipment
available. 4.30pm: DIG regular meet-
ing. La Trobe Uni, Bundoora Campus.
RSVP: Jillian Morley (03) 9521 3400 by
1217.
+ 5/8 Geelong regional group Tde
communications for dummies. Guest
Speaker: John Freeman, Senior Con-
sultant, Optimation Software Engi-
neering. Deakin Uni, Woolstores Cam-
pus, 1 Germghap Street, Geelong. En-
quiries and RSVP: Sue McKnight ph
(052) 271 352, e-mail
suemck@ deakin.edu.au.
6-7/8 Insearch/Knight-Ridder infor-
mation seminars. Introductory DIA-
LOG (6/8), Beyond the Basics (7/8).
Melbourne Contact: (02) 212 2867.
15/8-20/9 MONINFO hands-on in-
ternettraining. Day 1— Introduction
$110 (15/8, 19/9). Day 2 — Advanced
$130 (16/8, 20/9). Both days: $220.
Monash Uni, Clayton; 9-1 pm. Contact:
MONINFO (03) 9905 5153.
+ 21/8 Disabilities interest group
Cenerd Tour of the Sate Library with
a disahiliies fadlities foous — Patricia
Convery, disabilities librarian. 9-10am,
State Library of Victoria. 10am DIG
regular meeting. RSVP lJilian Morley
(03)9521 3400 by 16/8.
+ 28/8 Vic health libraries section.
Loblying for libraries. presented by
Lisa Belkin and Jo Marshall. CSIRO,
343 Royal Parade, Parkville; 5.30pm.
For more details contact: Stephen Due,
ph (052) 267 226 )
29/8 FUS Training Reporting to the
MBNageEMent. Cost: $170. 9.15-5pm.
Monash Uni Conference Centre, Level
7, 30 Collins Street, Melbourne. Con-
tact: Elizabeth Yates, ph (03) 9813
1925
5/9 FUS Training Pegple manage-
ment. Cost: $170. 9.15-5pm. Monash
Uni Conference Centre, Level 7, 30
Collins Street, Melbourne. Contact:
Elizabeth Yates, ph (03)9813 1925
+ 11/9 Disabilities interest group
|JV|rg Certre. General
tour and talk, 3.15pm. RSVP: lillian
Morley (03)9521 3400 by 6/9.
+ 17/9 Geelong regional group. D&
veloping in an internet env-
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