
D irecto r 
State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to ria

/ come from 18 years as a public 
library manager in New Zealand 

and five years in local 
government general 

management. The particular 
attraction which brought me to 
Melbourne was the prospect of 

the redevelopment building 
program and the opportunity to 

be involved with the 
development of new services and 

new methods of delivery in 
planning for the 21st century.

T h e  l i b r a r y

Mission: T h e  S ta te  L ib ra r y  l in k s  V ic to r ia n s  to  
th e  w o r ld 's  k n o w le d g e  a n d  th e  w o r ld  to  o u r  
d o c u m e n ta r y  h e r ita g e .

T h e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  is th e  fo c u s  o f  th e  p u b ­
l ic 's  r ig h t  to  k n o w le d g e .  It 's  p r in c ip le  ro le s  
a re  to  b e :

•  th e  k n o w le d g e  n a v ig a to r  a n d  g a te w a y  to  
th e  w o r ld 's  in fo r m a t io n ,  a n d

•  th e  g u a r d ia n  a n d  s o u rc e  o f  V ic t o r ia 's  
d o c u m e n ta r y  h e r ita g e  a n d  p r o v id e  re la te d  
s p e c ia l is t  s e rv ic e s '

T h e s e  q u o te s  f r o m  th e  S ta te  L ib r a r y 's  
s t ra te g ic  p la n  e m b o d y  th e  c o n s ta n t  te n s io n s  
o f  s t r e tc h in g  l im i t e d  re s o u rc e s  to  b o th  p re ­
s e rv e  th e  lo c a l a n d  p r o v id e  a c c e s s  to  w o r ld ­
w id e  re s o u rc e s .

T h e  l ib r a r y  has  p a r t ic u la r ly  s tro n g  c o l le c ­
t io n s  o f  n in e te e n th  c e n t u r y  m a te r ia l .  R ic h  
p ic tu re s ,  m a p s , m a n u s c r ip ts ,  a n d  ra re  b o o k s  
c o l le c t io n s  w i l l  fo r m  th e  b a s is  fo r  a n  in te n s e  
p ro g ra m  o f  d ig i t is in g .  S p e c ia l c o l le c t io n s  in  
c h e s s , c o n ju r in g ,  a n d  th e  K en  P o u n d  C o l le c ­
t io n  o f  A u s t r a l ia n  c h i ld r e n 's  l i te ra tu re ,  a re  o f  
w o r ld  s ta n d a rd .

One o f  the State Library o f  Victoria's extensive 
collection o f  early maps from the nineteenth century

d o m e d  re a d in g  ro o m  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  re s to re d , 
w i t h  its  o r ig in a l  fu r n i tu r e  re ta in e d ,  a n d  w i l l  
h o u s e  th e  La T ro b e  (A u s tra l ia n a )  c o l le c t io n .  
Q u e e n 's  H a l l  w i l l  b e  r e d e v e lo p e d  to  re ta in  
its  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  g r a n d e u r  w h i le  a c c o m m o ­
d a t in g  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  s e rv ic e s ,  a n d  a m a jo r  
n e w  g e n e ra l re a d in g  ro o m  w i l l  h o u s e  s o m e  
2 5 0  0 0 0  v o lu m e s  o n  o p e n  a c ce ss .

E d u c a t i o n  c e n t r e
F ro m  th e  t im e  i t  c o m m e n c e d  o p e r a t io n  in  
1 9 9 1 ,  th e  S ta te  L ib ra r y  o f  V ic to r ia 's  e d u c a ­
t io n  c e n t re  ha s  a d o p te d  a s tro n g  p h i lo s o p h y  
o f  d e l iv e r in g  its  s e rv ic e s  a n d  p ro d u c ts  to  s tu ­
d e n ts  a n d  te a c h e rs  in  t h e ir  s c h o o ls .

In  c o n s u l ta t io n  w i t h  p r a c t is in g  te a c h e rs  
a n d  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f f ic e r s ,  th e  
E d u c a t io n  C e n tre  has  p ro d u c e d  an  e x te n s iv e  
s e r ie s  o f  re s e a rc h  p a c k a g e s  fo r  use  b y  te a c h ­
e rs  a n d  s tu d e n ts  w h ic h  c o n ta in  in fo r m a t io n  
n o t  o th e rw is e  r e a d ily  a v a i la b le  to  s c h o o ls .  In 
a d d i t io n ,  a n u m b e r  o f  te x ts  w h ic h  c o n ta in  
p r im a r y  s o u rc e  d o c u m e n ts  h e ld  b y  th e  l i ­
b ra ry  as w e l l  as a s e r ie s  o f  q u e s t io n  a n d  a c ­
t i v i t ie s  fo r  s tu d e n ts  to  c o m p le te  h a v e  b e e n  
p u b l is h e d .

A  S t a t e  L i b r a r y
f i t  f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y
T h e  S ta te  L ib ra r y  o f  V ic t o r ia  is s ix  y e a rs  in to  
a $ 1 8 6  m i l l i o n  r e d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  
w h ic h  e n c o m p a s s e s  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th re e  
n e w  b u i ld in g s ,  th e  r o o f in g  o v e r  o f  s o m e  
2 2 0 0  s q u a re  m e tre s  o f  c o u r t y a r d  s p a c e  
a r o u n d  th e  c e n t r a l  d o m e ,  a n d  w i l l  se e  th e  
l ib r a r y  ta k e  o v e r  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  c i t y  b lo c k  
s ite  c u r r e n t ly  s h a re d  w i t h  th e  M u s e u m .

T h e  3 3  0 0 0  s q u a re  m e tre  r e d e v e lo p e d  
l ib r a r y  w i l l  in c lu d e  e x h ib i t io n  s p a c e s , a re s ­
ta u r a n t ,  b o o k s h o p ,  m e e t in g  ro o m s ,  a n d  a 
2 1 0 -s e a t th e a tre , as w e l l  as g re a t ly  im p ro v e d  
h o u s in g  fo r  c o l l e c t io n s  a n d  p r o v is io n  o f  
te c h n o lo g y .  T h e  f a m i l ia r  a n d  m u c h - lo v e d

Part o f  an historical series published  
by the State Library o f  Victoria

W h i le  a p r in c ip a l  a im  o f  th e s e  p u b l ic a ­
t io n s  w a s  to  in c re a s e  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to  th e  l i ­
b r a r y 's  u n iq u e  h o ld in g s ,  th e  fa s t a n d  lo w -  
c o s t  s u p p ly  to  s c h o o l l ib r a r ie s  o f  a w id e  
ra n g e  o f  c u r r e n t  a n d  r e le v a n t  p e r io d ic a l  a r ­
t ic le s  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  in  1 9 9 3  to  im p ro v e  th e  
a c c e s s ib i l i ty  o f  a r t ic le s  w h ic h  s c h o o ls  w o u ld  
n o t  n o r m a l ly  o b ta in .  T h is  p o p u la r  s u b s c r ip ­
t io n  s e rv ic e  p ro v id e s  c o p ie s  o f  a r t ic le s  w h ic h  
h a v e  b e e n  s e le c te d  b y  s u b je c t  s p e c ia l is t  
te a c h e rs  fo r  th e ir  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  in  re s p o n d ­
in g  to  c u r r ic u lu m  n e e d s .

T h e  m u l t i m e d i a  s o u r c e  p r o j e c t
T h e  p r o je c t  is fu n d e d  as o n e  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  
V ic to r ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  in i t ia t iv e s  in  th e  m u l ­
t im e d ia  a re a . It w i l l  p r o v id e  d ig i t is e d ,  m u l t i -  
m e d ia  a c c e s s  to  th e  e x te n s iv e  c u l t u r a l  
c o n te n t  o f  th e  l ib r a r ie s  c o l le c t io n s  a n d  s e rv ­
ic e s . T h e  l ib r a r y  p o ss e s s e s  a d a ta b a s e  o f
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close to two m illion com prehensively-cata­
logued items. A previous project created 
P ic to r ia , a digital co llection  of some 
107 000 images taken from the pictures co l­
lection . The first stage of the m ultim edia 
project, to be completed by m id-1996, is to 
amalgamate these extensive digital resources 
and make them more accessible to all V icto­
rians, and the w orld through the popular 
w orld w ide web interface. Schools, libraries 
and homes w ill have access to these rich re­
sources in their own loca lities , along with 
the same freedom readers have always had 
w ith in  public reading rooms to interpret, re­
arrange and use the material for their own 
ind ividual needs.

V IC N E T
O n 23 M ay, V ic to ria 's  N etw ork: V IC N ET  
celebrated its first birthday with a week of 
public promotion and internet surfing in the 
State Library foyer, a birthday party complete 
w ith cake cutting, and a $146 0 0 0  birthday 
gift from the State Government for infrastruc­
ture upgrade. Since its launch by the Premier 
in M ay 1995 , V IC N ET  has seen great 
progress in achieving its two main goals, and 
raising the profile of the State Library of V ic ­
toria.

The goals of V IC N ET  are firstly , to pro­
vide free access to V IC N ET  and the Internet

to all V ictorians 
through the V ic ­
torian network 
of 250 public li­
brary branches 
and other com ­
munity outlets.

S e c o n d ly ,
V IC N ET  aims to 
publish infor­
mation about 
V icto ria  from 
ind iv idua ls and 
organisations on the Internet. It has pub­
lished information on over 1 0 0 0  com m unity 
and public organisations, and gives access to 
a w ide range of governm ent in form ation . 
Take a look at our w orld w ide w eb site at 
http ://w w w .vicnet.net.au . The huge amount 
of com m unity, government and other V icto ­
rian information ava ilab le  on V IC N E T  is in 
large part due to the voluntary assistance of 
ind iv idua ls  and com m unity and other 
groups. V IC N ET  plays a prom inent role in 
V ictorian Governm ent initiatives in com m u­
nications and m ultim edia —  V icto ria 's  on­
line , searchab le  Hansard w ent live  on 
5 )une, for example. V ICN ET has enabled the 
State Library of V icto ria , for the first time in 
its history, to provide a service w h ich  w ill be 
equally accessib le to all. m

The State Library o f  Victoria's new  214-seat lecture theatre

V I C N E T  h e w  

e n a b l e d  t h e  S t a t e  

L i b r a r y  o f  

V i c t o r i a ,  f o r  t h e  

f i / v t  t u n e  i n  i t s  

h i t  l o r y ,  t o  p r o v i d e  

a  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  

w i l l  b e  e q u a l l y  

a c c e o d ib le  t o  a l l .

Victoria’s Network: VICNET

VICNET is extremely pleased to 
sponsor this year’s ALIA Confer­
ence. The ALIA website can be 
found on VICNET at this location 
h ttp ://w w w .v icne t.ne t.au /~ a iia .

Libraries are involved in VICNET because they have 
always been concerned with providing access to the 
widest range of information to their user communi­
ties. With the introduction of the Internet, more and 
more information is being published on ly  in elec­
tronic format.
VICNET is making the extraordinarily powerful elec­
tronic publishing capacities of the Internet available 
to community groups, clubs and other organisa­
tions. Community and public interest information is 
published free, business and commercial informa­
tion is published for a small fee. There is a great deal 
of information available on just about any topic you 
can think of. VICNET provides an organised access 
point to Victorian information but also to the re­
sources of the global internet. VICNET offers key­
word search, subject orientated hierarchical access 
and straight alphabetical listing to Victorian re­
sources.
So give us a ring on (03) 9669 9710 or email us 
on ed ito r@ vicne t.ne t.au  and let’s see how we can 
help you!

B O O K  T H E F T  

T H E  P R O B L E M ?

MAXTAG SECURITY 
THE SOLUTION!

Contact u s Now!

M a x t a g  S e c u r i t y  A u s t r a l i a  P t y  L t d  

P O  B o x  8 7 4 ,

N e w p o r t  N S W  2 1 0 6  

Phone: (02) 9999 3001 
Fax: (02) 9999 3371

Maximum Secu rity  for 
Maximum peace of mind
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