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Librarianship was not the first career 
I pursued. I graduated with a 

bachelor o f science degree from the 
University o f Queensland in 1960 

and spent the following two years 
as a teaching fellow in the 

University's Geology Department.

Feeling disillusioned with Geology 
as a career, it was suggested that 

I might think about librarianship. in 
19631 was interviewed by the acting 

university librarian one Friday and 
started work the following Monday 

as a graduate librarian assistant.

I was city librarian in Rockhampton 
from 1966 until 1977 when I moved 
to the State Library of Queensland. 

In Biisbane I was assistant state 
librarian (user services) until 

becoming state librarian in 1988.

Between 1990 and 1992 I was chair 
of the Council of Australian State 

Libraries and have also been highly 
involved in the Libraries Working 

Group of the Cultural 
Ministers Council.

Since becoming state librarian I have 
focussed on a number of issues 
including settling into the new 

South Bank building in 1988, 
developing a grants scheme for 

public libraries, additional 
accommodation for the State 

Archives and the Public Libraries 
Division and an external site for the 

South Bank services. I am now 
concentrating on an information 

plan for additional accommodation 
in Stage 6 of the Queensland 

Cultural Centre and implementing 
our new corporate plan.

T h e  L ib ra ry
Lo ca te d  at the C u ltu ra l C e n tre  on B r isb a n e 's  

South  B a n k , the State L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s la n d  is 

th e  S ta te 's  le a d in g  in fo rm a t io n  c e n tre . M o re  

th an  4 5 0  0 0 0  p e o p le  a y e a r  v is it  the State L i­

b rary  w h ic h  houses vast re fe rence  and research  

re so u rc e s , in te rn a t io n a lly  a c c la im e d  f in e  art 

and  h is to ric  c o lle c t io n s , o ffers a range o f c o m ­

m e rc ia l s e rv ic e s , an d  o v e rse e s  th e  d e v e lo p ­

m ent o f q u a lity  lib ra ry  se rv ic e s  across the state.

H o u s in g  a re fe re n c e  an d  re se a rch  c o l le c ­

tio n  o f m o re  than 3 5 0  0 0 0  b o o ks , 9 0 0 0  se ria l 

tit le s  an d  C D - R O M s , th e  State  R e fe re n c e  L i­

b ra ry  is c u r re n t ly  t r ia lin g  m u lt im e d ia  C D -  

R O M s  and  w il l  soon p ro v id e  p u b lic  a c c e ss  In ­

te rnet te rm in a ls . In ad d it io n  to its o w n  in d ic e s  

and  ca ta lo g u es , the  lib ra ry  m a in ta in s lin ks w ith  

natio n a l and  in te rn a tio n a l da tab ases . M ost im ­

p o rta n tly , th is  w e a lth  o f in fo rm a tio n  is a v a i l­

ab le  th rough  o n - iin e  e n q u iry  se rv ic e s  th ro u g h ­

o u t ru ra l and  re g io n a l Q u e e n s la n d . T h e  

co m p u te r ca ta lo g u e  is n o w  a v a ila b le  on the In ­

te rn et (h ttp :/ /w w w .s lq .q ld .g o v .a u / ) a lo n g  w ith  

the  Q u e e n s la n d  W e b  —  an  in d e x  o f, and  h y ­

p e r lin k s  to , e le c t ro n ic  re so u rc e s  by  o r ab o u t 

Q u e e n s la n d  —  p ro v id in g  e a sy  a c c e ss  to in fo r­

m atio n  on to p ics  as d iv e rs e  as the  arts , the  e n ­

v iro n m e n t, real e sta te , s c ie n c e  and  to u rism .

T h e  John O x le y  lib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s la n d  H is ­

to ry  is c u rre n tly  c e le b ra t in g  its fiftieth  a n n iv e r­

sa ry  u n d e r th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f th e  L ib ra ry  

Bo ard  o f Q u e e n s la n d  w ith  a m a jo r e xh ib it io n  

o f e a r ly  Q u e e n s la n d  h is to ry . T h e  c e n tre p ie c e  

o f th e  Treasures from the vault e x h ib it io n  is 

C ap ta in  C o o k 's  jo u rn a l and  n av ig a tio n a l charts 

an d  th e  Endeavour's log  —  th e  f irs t t im e  in 

2 2 6  ye a rs  that th is  m a te ria l has been together 

u n d e r th e  o n e  roo f.

T h e  John  O x le y  L ib ra ry  c o n ta in s  the 

w o r ld 's  p re m ie r c o lle c t io n  o f h is to r ic  m ate ria l 

c h a r t in g  th e  h is to ry  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 

Q u e e n s la n d . T h e  c o lle c t io n  c o n ta in s  m o re  

th a n  6 0  0 0 0  b o o k s , m a n u s c r ip ts , b u s in e ss  

re c o rd s , art w o rk s , Q u e e n s la n d  m e m o ra b ilia  

an d  n e w sp a p e rs . T h e  p h o to g rap h ic  c o lle c t io n , 

h o u s in g  a lm o st o n e  m ill io n  im ag es , has been 

d e sc rib e d  as A u s tra lia 's  f inest h is to r ica l ph o to­

g ra p h ic  c o lle c t io n .

C o n s id e re d  th e  m ost c o m p re h e n s iv e  c o l­

lection  o f its k ind  in A u stra lia , the Jam es H a rd ie  

L ib ra ry  o f A u stra lia n  F in e  A rts  w a s  don ated  to 

th e  State L ib ra ry  in 19 8 8 . A m o n g  its h o ld ing s 

in c lu d e  th o u sa n d s o f ite m s , fro m  lim ited  e d i­

tion  art books to book p lates , fin e  b ind ings and  

art e x h ib it io n  ca ta lo g u e s .

T h e  lib ra ry  has fo rm ed  strong pa rtn e rsh ip s 

w ith  lo c a l g o ve rn m en ts in th e  d e ve lo p m e n t o f 

q u a lity  l ib ra ry  s e rv ic e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  State . 

T h e  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  D iv is io n  su p p o rts  

3 1 5  p u b lic  lib ra ries w ith  1 .6 4  m illio n  m em bers 

or fifty -tw o  per c e n t o f the  state 's  p o p u la tio n .

A c k n o w le d g in g  the im p o rta n c e  o f the c o r­

porate  se cto r, th e  lib ra ry  a lso  o ffers a range o f 

c o m m e rc ia l se rv ic e s . A m o n g  th ese  are  B R IS Q  

(B r is b a n e  R e se a rc h  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s  o f 

Q u e e n s la n d ), a fast-track d a ta  re trieva l se rv ic e  

w h e re  co m p an ie s  can  m o n ito r m arkets, so u rce  

n e w  b u sin ess co n tacts  an d  o b ta in  co m p e tito r 

p ro file s .

T h e  lib ra ry  a lso  offers a  co n se rva tio n  se rv ­

ice  w h ic h  p ro v id e s  e xp e rt tre a tm e n t fo r p re ­

c io u s  ag e-dam ag ed  d o c u m e n ts , as w e ll as a d ­

v ic e  on the p rese rva tio n  o f a rc h iv a l m a te r ia l, 

books and  fin e  art.
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P a rt o f  t h e  'Treasures from the vault' e x h ib itio n  
— a c o r r e c t  g lo b e  w ith  th e  n e w  d isco v e r ie s  
(1 7 7 4 ). a n d  th e  f irs t  g lo b e  to  s h o w  C apta in  
Ja n ie s  C o o k 's  f ir s t  v o y a g e . The ca se  h a s  a 
c e le s tia l g lo b e  o n  its  in n e r  su rfa ce .

To map the library's future direction, 

a detailed technology plan has been de­

veloped, cultural tourism opportunities 

are being explored, and the Asian busi­
ness plan is investigating the export of 

the library's expertise in delivering qual­

ity rural library services.

T he C o u n try  L en d in g  S erv ice
Established by the State Lib rary  of 

Q ueensland in 1974 to assist the devel­

opm ent of lib rary services in rural and 

remote areas, the Country Lending Serv­

ice is becom ing recognised throughout 

south-east Asia .

The decentralised nature of Queens­

land has led to the developm ent of 

world-class rural library services, offering 

equity of access to information and qual­

ity lib rary  serv ices to all parts o f the 

State. Through its Public Libraries D iv i­

sion, the library has facilitated the devel­

opment of the State's 316 public libraries 

w h ich  are spread over a vast 1 .7  m illion 

square kilom etres.

Country Lending Serv ice  (CLS) libraries 

are designed specifically  to serve the needs of 

populations of up to 20 000 . These libraries 

are located as far north as Thursday Island, 

west to Bedourie and south to Texas on the 

N ew  South W ales border.

Under the CLS scheme, local government 

authorities with sm all populations can opt to

re ce ive  lib rary bookstock direct from the co l­

lec tio n s in the Pub lic  Libraries D iv is io n , to­

gether w ith  other benefits. Today 78 local 

governm ents, operating 144 public libraries, 

participate  in this schem e. Books provided to 

the lib ra rie s  are fu lly-cata logued and proc­

essed ,at the rate of a m inim um  of 1 to 1.5 vol­

um es iper head of population. The book stock 

p ro v id e d  reflects each  region's particu lar

dem ographics, w ith  local lib rary staff 

having input into the types of books sup­

plied.

In 1989 the lib rary  developed the 

Quolls com puter system to meet the 

needs of C LS  libraries and today some 

eighty pub lic  libraries operate the sys­

tem. Th ey  can also d ia l-in  to the cata­

logues of the State Library and other li­

braries using the Oracle system, access 

databases and transm it requests for 

books and information on-line.

Field trips by Pub lic  Libraries D iv i­

sion staff encourage local governments 

to enhance their lib rary  fac ilit ies . Staff 

also provide advice on building design 

and location , techno logy and library 

managem ent. Consultants offer specia l­

ist ad v ice  and resources on adult lit­

e racy , d isab ilitie s , ethn ic and young 

people's services. The training of library 

staff receives high priority with training 

courses offered in Brisbane each year, 

supplemented by regular regional w ork­

shops and sem inars.

W ith  these serv ices now  in dem and in 

Asia —  w here rural libraries are rapid ly de­

veloping —  the library is investigating export­

ing its expertise in this area . In developing 

these w orld-c lass rural lib rary  services, the 

State Library of Q ueensland is contributing to 

the econom ic and socia l developm ent of 

Q ueensland . ■
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E l e c t i o n  o f  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  1 9 9 7

( p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  1 9 9 8 )

C a l l f o r  n o m i n a t i o n s
Nom inations are called for the position o f  vice-president 
1997 (president-elect 1998). Nom inees must be financial 
members o f the Association.

Candidates and nominators should read the relevant 
regulations carefully. Please note that nominations mus;t be 
in writing, be signed by 2 financial members of the 
Association, include the consent in writing of the nominee 
and be accompanied by a 100-word current curriculum witae 
(giving full details of academic and professional qualifications) 
and a 100-word statement of professional concerns. The 
curriculum vitae should be arranged under headings of Present 
Position, Previous Positions and Professional Activities.

A colour portrait photograph must be included.

Nominations close at 5pm on 1 August 1996 and should be 
sent to the executive director, ALIA, PO Box E441, Q ueen  
Victoria Terrace, ACT 2600, e-mail : enquiry@alia.org.au"

Further details are available from the ALIA executive director, 
or from http://wsvw.alia.o rg .a u /a lia /n o m m atjo ^ J  
vice.president.html »
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A s n a p s h o t  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  f r o m  1 7 7 0  to  1 8 5 9  
u n til 26  Ju ly, 1996  

S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  Q u e e n s la n d
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Exhibition catalogue available from  Library Shop for $2.50
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