
smart use of
technology

Library 
focus on the

Fran A w co ck

D irecto r  
State L ib rary of 
South A ustralia

My formative years were spent in a 
special library. After qualifying in 

librarianship as a ‘mature age' (thirty- 
one!) student I first worked as 

librarian-in-charge at the Australian 
Science Education Project.

There followed a nine-year period of 
career consolidation and growth at the 
State College of Victoria, Toorak (now 

part of Deakin University) as 
technical services librarian.

A stint as a library systems consultant 
at Libramatic Systems helped me 

advance to the State Library of Victoria 
as director o f technical services. 

Appointed by Warren Horton, then 
state librarian, I count that 

appointment as one of my greatest 
career highlights, with publication of 

the State Library of Victoria's first 
Selection policy: a milestone in a 

notable five years.

Two years as executive director o f the 
National Book Council enabled me to 

indulge my passion for books and 
reading since I had to be their 

advocate! I also learned how to 
manage and respond to a council and 

to fight for scarce resources. As head of 
one of the State's major cultural 

institutions, there are marvellous 
opportunities for participation in state 

and national library and civic affairs. 
Among my many civic duties I serve as 

a member of the South Australian 
Constitutional Advisory Council, and as 

a national council member of the 
Constitutional Centenary Foundation.

t ra n s p o r t  in  A u s t r a l ia  —  to  b e  la u n c h e d  at 

th e  fo r th c o m in g  Learning environment tech­
nology Australia c o n fe re n c e . D ig it is a t io n  o f 

a p re c io u s  th irte e n th  c e n tu ry  Ita lia n  a n t ip h o -  

n a l , o f  th e  B ra d m a n  c o l le c t io n  a n d  o f  m a te ­

r ia ls  fe a tu r in g  A u s t r a l ia n  w o m e n  in  n in e ­

te e n th  a n d  tw e n t ie th  c e n t u ry  p o l i t ic s ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  w it h  an  e m p h a s is  o n  w o m e n 's  

s u ff ra g e , a re  a m o n g  th e  p ro je c ts  b e in g  u n ­

d e rta k e n .

S u b se q u e n t ly , 

S ir  D o n a ld  g e n e r­

o u s ly  d o n a te d  h is  

u n r i v a l l e d  
m e m o ra b ilia  c o l­

le c t io n  to  th e  

M o r t lo c k  l ib r a r y  

w h e re  m u c h  o f  it 

h a s  b e e n  o n  p e r­

m a n e n t  d is p la y  

s in c e  1 9 8 6 . It in ­

c lu d e s  S ir  D o n a ld  

B r a n d m a n 's  p e r ­

so n a l s c ra p b o o k s  

o f  c a r e e r  h ig h -

T h e  lib r a r y
E s ta b lis h e d  in i t ia l ly  a s  th e  

So u th  A u s t ra l ia n  In s titu te  in 

1 8 5 6 , b e c o m in g  la te r  th e  

A d e la id e  C irc u la t in g  L ib ra ry  

a n d  th e  p u b lic  l ib r a r y , m u ­

se u m  a n d  a rt  g a l le r y ,  th e  

S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  S o u th  A u s ­

t r a l ia  s ta n d s  in  th e  h e a rt  o f 

A d e la id e 's  c u ltu ra l p re c in c t . 

T h e  fu n c t io n a l 'c o r e ' o f  th e  

S ta te  L ib r a r y  is  th e  o u t­

d a te d , o u tg ro w n  a n d  u g ly  B a s ty a n  W in g , 

f la n k e d , i r o n ic a l ly ,  b y  tw o  n in e te e n th  c e n ­

tu ry  a r c h ite c tu ra l  t r e a s u re s  —  th e  In s t itu te  

B u ild in g  (1 8 6 1 )  a n d  th e  Je rv o is  W in g  (1 8 8 4 )  

h o u s in g  th e  M o rt lo c k  L ib ra ry  o f  S o u th  A u s ­

t ra l ia  w ith  its fa m e d  g a lle r ie d  re a d in g  ro o m .

A p a r t  f ro m  its s ig n i f ic a n t  S o u th  

A u s t r a l ia n a  c o l le c t io n s  o f  p u b lis h e d  a n d  a r ­

c h iv a l  m a te r ia l in  a l l  fo rm a ts , th e  l ib r a r y 's  

ra re  b o o k , s h ip p in g , g e o g ra p h ic a l , w in e  an d  

c h i ld re n 's  lite ra tu re  c o l le c t io n s  a re  n o te w o r­

th y . T w o  im p o rta n t  b e q u e s ts , th e  M o rt lo c k  

an d  th e  S o m e r v i l le , p ro v id e  th e  l ib r a r y  w ith  

th e  m e a n s  to  e s ta b lis h  n e w  in it ia t iv e s  a n d , in 

s p e c if ic  c a s e s , to  ad d  to  th e  c o l le c t io n s .

W e  h a v e  g iv e n  a sh a rp  fo c u s  to  th e  sm art 

u se  o f  t e c h n o lo g y , w in n in g  tw o  n a t io n a l 

p r iz e s . O u r  a im  is f irs t ly  to im p ro v e  c u s to m e r 

a c c e s s  to  w o r ld  in fo rm a t io n  re s o u rc e s , in ­

c lu d in g  o u r  o w n  u n iq u e  o n e s  ( in a d e q u a te  

b u d g e ts  h a v e  fo r  d e c a d e s  p re c lu d e d  th e  a c ­

q u is it io n  o f  a ll b u t th e  m o st e s s e n t ia l p r in t  

b a se d  m a te r ia ls ) ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly  to  a c h ie v e  

s e rv ic e  e f f ic ie n c ie s  th ro u g h  p ro v id in g  o n lin e  

an d  m u lt i-m e d ia  s e rv ic e s  an d  p ro d u c ts , w ith  

d ig it is a t io n  a n d  h ig h  p r io r it y  fo r  id e n t if ie d  

m a te r ia ls . W e  a re  a ls o  th e  S ta te 's  le a d  

a g e n c y  fo r  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  g o v e rn m e n t in ­

fo rm a t io n  o n  th e  w o r ld  w id e  w e b  a n d  p ro ­

v id e  a fe e -b a se d  h o m e p a g e  d e s ig n  a n d  se t­

u p  s e r v ic e  fo r  p u b l ic  a n d  p r iv a te  s e c to r  

o rg a n is a t io n s .

In  r e c o g n it io n  o f  o u r  ro le  a s  a c o n te n t  

p ro v id e r , d ig it is a t io n  o f  u n iq u e  a n d /o r p re ­

c io u s  c o l le c t io n s  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  as b o th  a 

p re s e rv a t io n  a n d  a c c e s s  m e c h a n is m , w ith  

th e  l ib r a r y 's  f ir s t  C D - R O M  —  o n  p u b lic

S p e c ia l
fe a tu r e s
T h e  B ra d m a n  

C o l le c t io n  o f  

m e m o r a b i l ia  is 

n o te w o rth y . Its l i ­

b ra ry  b e g in n in g s  

d a te  b a c k  to  th e  

1 9 6 0 s  w h e n  an  

a p p ro a c h  b y  th e  

th e n  s ta te  l ib r a r ­

ia n  to  S ir  D o n a ld  

re su lte d  in  a c o n ­

c e r te d  e ffo r t  to  

c re a te  a s e r ie s  o f  

s c r a p b o o k s , th e  

o r ig in a ls  fo r  th e  

N a t io n a l L ib r a r y  

o f  A u s t r a l ia  a n d  

h i g h - q u a l i t y  

b o u n d  re p ro d u c ­

t io n s  fo r  th e  

M o rt lo c k  l ib r a r y .

[top left] Interior of Morlock Library 
of South Australia; [top right] 

Porcelain vase presented to Don 
Bradman in 1938; [below] Don 
Bradman cinema poster, 1930s
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l ig h ts , an  e x q u is it e  R o y a l W o rc h e s te r  v a s e  

fe a tu r in g  B ra d m a n  at th e  c re a s e  on  th e  

W o rc e s te r  g ro u n d , h is  c r ic k e t  t ro p h ie s , b a ts , 

b a lls , c r ic k e t  g e a r, p h o to g rap h s , p o ste rs , and  

c a r to o n s  —  v ie w  th e m  o n  th e  In te rn e t  v ia  

o u r  h o m e  p ag e  (h t tp :/ / w w w .s a .g o v .a u /  

s s lh p .h tm ) , w h ic h  in c id e n ta lly , w a s  se le c te d  

as 'p ic k  o f th e  d a y ' site  in Ja n u a ry ! P la n s  are  

a fo o t to  e s ta b lish  an e x c it in g  long -term  e x h i­

b it io n  o f th is  c o lle c t io n  in th e  In stitu te  B u ild ­

in g , w ith  an  in te ra c t iv e  c o m p o n e n t an d  f ilm  

v ie w in g  fa c i l it ie s .

C h a lle n g e s
T h e  im m e d ia te  c h a l le n g e  is to e n s u re  th a t 

th e  b u ild in g  w h ic h  is a t th e  c o re  o f o u r  s e rv ­

ic e  d e liv e ry  p ro g ram s is e x te n d e d  and  d e v e l­

o p e d  b y  2 0 0 1 . A c h ie v in g  g o v e rn m e n t 

c o m m itm e n t to th is  is p a r t ic u la r ly  d if f ic u lt  at 

a t im e  w h e n  th e  Sou th  A u s t ra lia n  e c o n o m y  

is o n ly  ju s t  m o v in g  ag a in  a fte r the c a la m ito u s  

d e m is e  o f th e  S ta te  B a n k  o f Sou th  A u s t ra l ia  

in la te  1 9 9 0 . O n ly  n o w  —  f iv e  y e a rs  la te r —  

is th e  g o v e rn m e n t  b e g in n in g  to  c o n s id e r  

m a jo r  c a p ita l w o rk s  as an  in v e s tm e n t in th e  

fu tu re . W e  h a v e  ju s t  re a c h e d  f irs t b a se  w ith  

th e  a l lo c a t io n  o f $ 4 0 0  0 0 0  fo r a fe a s ib i l i t y  

stu d y  and  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f c o n c e p t p la n s .

T h e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f Sou th  A u s tra lia  m ust 

a ls o  w in  s u f f ic ie n t  re s o u rc e s  to  e n s u re  not 

o n ly  th a t w e  re m a in  at th e  le a d in g  ed g e  o f 

t e c h n o lo g y  ta k e -u p  so  as  to  im p ro v e  an d  

m a k e  m o re  e f f ic ie n t  o u r  s e rv ic e s  an d  a c c e s s  

to  o u r  c o l le c t io n s , b u t a ls o  so th a t w e  pro-

Fran receiving the ST Gill watercolour depicting 
The Beehive: corner of King William and Rundle 
Streets, Adelaide, 1849 from Sotheby's 
representative In Adelaide. A purchase made 
possible with funds from the Somerville bequest

The L ib ra ry  m art 
win dufficient

redourced to endure
v id e  in c re a se d  sc o p e  fo r th e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f 

an d  re se a rc h  in to  o u r  n a t io n a l c u ltu re , in a ll 

its m a n ife s ta t io n s , in  an  in te rn a t io n a l c o n ­

te x t . T h e  in c re a s in g  g lo b a l is a t io n  o f  th e  

w o r ld 's  e c o n o m ie s , m a tc h e d  w ith  th e  p e rv a ­

s iv e n e ss  o f in fo rm a t io n  te c h n o lo g ie s  an d  the 

rap id  e x p a n s io n  an d  c a p a c ity  o f te le c o m m u ­

n ic a t io n s  m e a n s  th a t a l l  l ib r a r ie s  fa c e  th is  

c h a lle n g e . ■

tha t we provide 
inereared d cope fo r  the 

interpretation o f and  
redearch into our 

national culture, in  
a ll ltd nuinifeotationo

94 years young and still growing, we are 
now located in 16 countries as far afield as 
England, Holland, USA, South America and 
here in Australia. Six hundred staff look 
after the needs of our library' consumers 
worldwide.

In our continuing efforts to improve 
our services to our Australian and New 
Zealand clients we are now in a position to 
offer a complete range of serial 
management services.

G r o w i n g  b e a u t i f u l l y

Suets Subscription Service 22 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne, Victoria 3051 
Freephone: 1800 644 203, NZ Freefax: 0800 44 5361 e-mail: ccohn@swets.com.au

WWW Home Page: http://www.swets.nl

At Swets we are continually working 
with you to develop the services you need to 
help you manage your serials collection 
effectively. These include:
* FAST -  our journal consolidation service.
* D ataSwets -  our on-line customer 
communication link.
* SwetScan -  our electronic table of contents 
service.
* Backsets -  ask us about your requirements 
for older material.

If you would like to know more about 
how Swets can help you with your serial 
needs, contact Carolyne Cohn.

S w e t s

m  MA« m

F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  o n  v id e o

Insight Profile presents a 
fascinating new series o f  video 

encounters with Australia's 
best-loved children's authors.

$68 each & 21 clays approval.
More profiles planned plus 

audio tapes read by the authors. 
Send orders to the address below.

Reply Paid A A ARM). Insight Profile Ptv I-tel 
IK). Box ‘H i. Crows Nest NSW' ’065 
Plume (02) •')')>•) 7K"8 l-.tx (02) W (, (,'»')
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