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My formative years were spentin a
special library. After qualifying in
librarianship as a ‘mature age' (thirty-
one!) student | first worked as
librarian-in-charge at the Australian
Science Education Project.

There followed a nine-year period of
career consolidation and growth at the
State College of Victoria, Toorak (now
part of Deakin University) as

technical services librarian.

A stint as a library systems consultant
at Libramatic Systems helped me
advance to the State Library of Victoria
as director of technical services.
Appointed by Warren Horton, then
state librarian, | count that
appointment as one of my greatest
career highlights, with publication of
the State Library of Victoria's first
Selection policy: a milestone in a
notable five years.

Two years as executive director of the
National Book Council enabled me to
indulge my passion for books and
reading since | had to be their
advocate! | also learned how to
manage and respond to a council and
to fight for scarce resources. As head of
one of the State's major cultural
institutions, there are marvellous
opportunities for participation in state
and national library and civic affairs.
Among my many civic duties | serve as
a member of the South Australian
Constitutional Advisory Council, and as
a national council member of the
Constitutional Centenary Foundation.
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The library
Established initially as the
South Australian Institute in
1856, becoming later the
Adelaide Circulating Library
and the public library, mu-
seum and art gallery, the
State Library of South Aus-
tralia stands in the heart of
Adelaide's cultural precinct.
The functional 'core’ of the
State Library is the out-
dated, outgrown and ugly Bastyan Wing,
flanked, ironically, by two nineteenth cen-
tury architectural treasures — the Institute
Building (1861) and the Jervois Wing (1884)
housing the Mortlock Library of South Aus-
tralia with its famed galleried reading room.

South
Australiana collections of published and ar-

Apart from its significant
chival material in all formats, the library's
rare book, shipping, geographical, wine and
children's literature collections are notewor-
thy. Two important bequests, the Mortlock
and the Somerville, provide the library with
the means to establish new initiatives and, in
specific cases, to add to the collections.

W e have given a sharp focus to the smart
use of technology, winning two national
prizes. Our aim is firstly to improve customer
access to world information resources, in-
cluding our own unique ones (inadequate
budgets have for decades precluded the ac-
quisition of all but the most essential print
based materials), and secondly to achieve
service efficiencies through providing online
and multi-media services and products, with
digitisation and high priority for identified
m aterials. We are also the State's lead
agency for the provision of government in-
formation on the world wide web and pro-
vide a fee-based homepage design and set-
up service for public and private sector

organisations.

In recognition of our role as a content
provider, digitisation of unique and/or pre-
cious collections has commenced as both a
preservation and access mechanism, with
the library's first CD-ROM — on public

transport in Australia — to be launched at
the fortncoming Learning environment tech-
nology Australia conference. Digitisation of
a precious thirteenth century Italian antipho-

nal, of the Bradman collection and of mate-

rials featuring Australian women in nine-

teenth and

twentieth

century politics,

especially with an emphasis on women's

suffrage, are among the projects being un-

dertaken.

Special

features

The Bradman
Collection of
memorabilia is
noteworthy. Its li-
brary beginnings
date back to the
1960s when an
approach by the
then state librar-
ian to Sir Donald
resulted in a con-
certed effort to
create a series of
scrapbooks, the
originals for the
National Library
of Australia and
high-quality
bound reproduc-
tions for the
Mortlock library.

Subsequently,
Sir Donald gener-
ously donated his
unrivalled
memorabilia col-
lection to the
Mortlock library
where much of it
has been on per-
manent
since 1986. It in-
cludes Sir Donald

display

Brandman's per-
sonal scrapbooks
of career high-
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lights, an exquisite Royal Worchester vase
featuring Bradman at the crease on the
W orcester ground, his cricket trophies, bats,
balls, cricket gear, photographs, posters, and
cartoons — view them on the Internet via
our home page (http://www.sa.gov.au/
sslhp.htm), which incidentally, was selected
as 'pick of the day' site in January! Plans are
afoot to establish an exciting long-term exhi-
bition of this collection in the Institute Build-
ing, with an interactive component and film

viewing facilities.

Challenges

The immediate challenge is to ensure that
the building which is at the core of our serv-
ice delivery programs is extended and devel-
oped by 2001. Achieving government
commitment to this is particularly difficult at
a time when the South Australian economy
is only just moving again after the calamitous
demise of the State Bank of South Australia
in late 1990. Only now — five years later —
is the government beginning to consider
major capital works as an investment in the
future. We have just reached first base with
the allocation of $400 000 for a feasibility
study and the development of concept plans.

The State Library of South Australia must
also win sufficient resources to ensure not
only that we remain at the leading edge of
technology take-up so as to improve and

make more efficient our services and access
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In our continuing efforts to improve
our services to our Australian and New
Zealand clients we are now in a position to
offer a complete range of serial
management services.

owing beautifully

At Swets we are continually working
with you to develop the services you need to
help you manage your serials collection
effectively. These include:

* FAST - ourjournal consolidation service.
*DataSwets - our on-line customer
communication link.

* SwetScan - our electronic table of contents
service.

* Backsets - ask us about your requirements
for older material.

If you would like to know more about
how Swets can help you with your serial
needs, contact Carolyne Cohn.
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