
E d i t o r i a l

A u s t r a l i a n  

s t a t e  l i b r a r i e s

V irg in ia  W alsh

Executive director

A u s t ra l ia 's  state  lib ra r ie s  

h o u se  m a g n if ic e n t h e r­

ita g e  a n d  r e fe re n c e  

c o lle c t io n s . T h e y  re p re se n t d i­

v e rs e  a r c h ite c tu ra l s ty le s  an d  

r e f le c t  th e  p e rs o n a lit ie s  o f

th e ir  fo u n d in g  fa th e rs  an d  

th e ir  p r in c ip a l  l ib r a r ia n s

th ro u g h o u t th e  d e c a d e s . In re ­

c e n t  y e a rs  th e se  lib ra r ie s  h a v e  

re sp o n d e d  to th e  n e w  in fo r ­

m a tio n  te c h n o lo g ie s  in e x c i t ­

in g  a n d  in n o v a t iv e  w a y s . In 

o u r  state  lib ra r ie s  w e  c a n  se e  

th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f cu ttin g -e d g e  

te c h n o lo g ie s  in d ig ita l se rv ic e s  

an d  p re s e rv a t io n .

In th is  e d it io n  o f  inCite w e  

p re se n t a sn a p sh o t o f o u r state  

l ib r a r ie s . Y o u  w i l l  m e e t th e  

p e rs o n a lit ie s  w h o  h a v e  th e  re ­

s p o n s ib il i t y  fo r  th e se  c o l le c ­

t io n s  an d  fo r  m a n a g in g  o fte n  

v a s t  h u m a n  a n d  p h y s ic a l  re ­

s o u rc e s . R e a d  a b o u t th e  h is ­

to ry  o f  th e  b u ild in g s  a n d  th e  

e c le c t ic  c o l le c t io n s .

ic e , th e re  is no  c e n t ra l r e fe r ­

e n c e  an d  h e r ita g e  s e rv ic e , th e  

fo rm e r  ro le  fa ll in g  la rg e ly  to the 

N a t io n a l L ib r a r y  w h ic h  h as  

b e e n  u sed  e x t e n s iv e ly  b y  lo c a l 

r e s id e n ts . O n  1 Ju n e  a re v ie w  

o f th e  A C T  L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  w a s  

re le a s e d  fo r  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  

w h ic h  re c o m m e n d e d  th e  in te ­

g ra t io n  o f th e  h e r ita g e  c o l le c ­

t io n  w it h in  th e  l ib r a r y  s e r v ic e  

o u t le ts .

T h e  A L IA  A C T  B ra n c h  h as 

a lr e a d y  in d ic a te d  th a t it w i l l  

h o ld  a p u b l ic  fo ru m  to  d is c u s s  

th e  re p o r t 's  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

m a n y  o f w h ic h  w e r e  w e l ­

c o m e d  b y  b ra n c h  p re s id e n t  

C l i f f  L a w . A t th is  fo ru m  th e  

b ra n c h  w is h e s  to  e x p lo re  o p ­

p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  a w h o le -o f-g o v -  

e rn m e n t a p p ro a c h  to th e  p ro v i­

s io n  o f  in fo rm a t io n  s e r v ic e s . 

S u c h  an  a p p ro a ch  w o u ld  in c o r­

p o ra te  th e  in te re s ts  o f  s c h o o l , 

T A F E , u n iv e rs ity , le g is la t iv e  a s ­

s e m b ly  an d  lo c a l l ib ra ry  u se rs .

A u stra lia  o sta le  
Libraries house 
m agnificent heritage 
and reference 
collections. They  
re predent dive roe 
arch itectu ra lsty les 
and reflect the 
personalitie<1 <- f  theit' 
founding fa t  hero and  
their p rin cip a l 
lib ra rian s throughout 
the decades.. .

I h a v e  had  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f 

v is it in g  e a c h  o f th e se  lib ra r ie s  

an d  h a v e  b e en  im p re sse d  w ith  

th e  e n th u s ia sm  and  d e d ic a t io n  

o f  sta ff a n d  h a v e  h ad  th e  o p ­

p o r tu n ity  to  a p p re c ia te  so m e  

o f th e  im p re s s iv e  (a n d  s o m e ­

t im e s  u n e x p e c te d )  t re a s u re s  

th e y  c a re  fo r .

A l l  o f  th e  s ta te s  a n d  th e  

N o rth e rn  T e rr ito ry  h a v e  'S ta te ' 

l ib r a r ie s  a n d  a re  fe a tu re d  in 

th e se  p a g e s . T h e  A u s t r a l ia n  

C a p ita l T e r r ito r y  h a s  no  s ta te  

l ib r a r y  e q u iv a le n t  a n d  th is  is 

the  m atte r o f so m e  lo c a l in te r­

e s t . Fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e  N a ­

t io n a l L ib ra ry  fo ste re d  a lo c a l 

h e rita g e  c o lle c t io n  w h ic h  h as , 

s in c e  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  

T e r r ito r y  G o v e rn m e n t  in 

1 9 8 8 , b e e n  h a n d e d  o v e r  to  

th e  lo c a l c o m m u n it y . W h i le  

th ere  a re  e ig h t b ra n c h  lib ra r ie s  

w it h in  th e  A C T  L ib r a r y  S e rv -

P re s s u re  on th e  s e rv ic e s  

p ro v id e d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l L i ­

b ra ry , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  lig h t o f 

th e  c u r re n t  F e d e ra l G o v e r n ­

m e n t 's  a p p ro a c h  to  fu n d in g  

c u ts , m a y  w e l l  m e a n  th a t th e  

ra n g e  o f  s e r v ic e s  a v a i la b le  to 

th e  lo c a l c o m m u n ity  h as to  be 

r a t io n a l is e d . T h is  w i l l  p la c e  a 

g re a te r re s p o n s ib ilit y  on  th e  lo ­

c a lly - e le c te d  re p re se n ta t iv e s  to 

p ro v id e  a re fe re n c e  a n d  h e r it ­

ag e  s e r v ic e  th a t a p p ro a c h e s  

th a t p ro v id e d  b y  s ta te  g o v e rn ­

m en ts an d  b y  the N o rth e rn  T e r ­

r ito r y . In n e x t  m o n th 's  inCite 
w e  w i l l  be  lo o k in g  at th e  s itu a ­

t io n  in  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  C a p it a l  

T e r r ito ry  in  m o re  d e ta il .

T h is  is o u r  f irs t  fu l l - c o lo u r  

e d it io n  o f  inCite a n d  w e  a re  

d e lig h te d  th at w e  c e le b ra te  th is  

e v e n t  w ith  so m e  w o n d e r fu l  

p h o to g ra p h s  fro m  m a n y  o f th e  

best l ib ra r ie s  in th e  c o u n t ry , m
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