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W hen the A sia-Pac ific  Special 
Interest Group (APSIG ) was 

established in 1988, the founding 
members believed that the group had 
three tasks: to raise the profile of ac tiv i
ties relating to Asia and the Pac ific  
w ith in  the lib rary  com m unity in A us
tra lia ; to im prove lines of com m unica
tion between lib rarians interested in 
A sia and the P ac ific ; and to act as a 
lobby group w ith in  A LIA  and in other 
forums.

The most obvious success had been 
the regular pub lication of the A PSIC  
newsletter, in itia lly  edited by George 
M ille r and Susan Prentice at the A N U  
and more recently by Craig Boaden at 
the AusA ID  Centre for Pacific Develop
ment and T ra in ing  in Sydney. The 
newsletter has consistently reported on 
matters of interest to librarians and oth
ers, covering events w ithin Australia as 
w e ll as in the Asia/Pacific region.

The group's activities in promoting 
discussion on current topics at confer
ences is well-known and w ill continue. 
Less w e ll-know n  may be the projects 
w ith funding from A usA ID  and ACL.IS. 
These have included a series of on-site

training programs on the management 
of lib rary preservation for lib raries in 
Asia and the Pac ific  and a project to 
identify and publish a list of databases 
availab le  on-line in Austra lia contain
ing information about A sia . This task is 
now com plete and is like ly  to be ava il
able on the Internet, in hard copy and 
on a C D -R O M , details of w hich are still 
being negotiated. A PSIG  plans to con
tinue to update the database, particu
larly the electronic versions.

The group's lobbying activities have 
seen some interesting outcom es. For 
exam ple , the projects undertaken by 
the N ational Library of A ustra lia  and 
other institutions to design and estab
lish an on-line b ib liographical system 
using vernacular Chinese, Japanese and 
Korean scripts originated from a sub
m ission by A PSIG  to the In g le so n  in 
q u iry  o n  A sia  in A u stra lia n  h ig h er e d u 
ca tion , followed by APSIG  lobbying the 
R o ss  in q u iry  in to  lib ra ry  p ro v is io n  in  
h ig h e r e d u ca tio n . The group has also 
been recognised by the R o u n d ta b le  on  
lib ra r ie s  a n d  A sia .

O ne significant event has been the 
revival and restructuring of A LIA 's  In

ternational Relations Com m ittee (IRC) 
in 1 992 . This com m ittee's terms of ref
erence cover the whole of A LIA 's 'a c 
tive invo lvem ent' in the international 
arena, but also refer directly to the Asia 
Pac ific  region. A PSIG  ran a workshop 
at the N ZLIA/ALIA  conference in W e l
lington for members of library associa
tions in the region.

The IRC not only has members with 
specia l interests and expertise in the 
region, but spec ifica lly  provides a po
sition for the convenor of A P S IG . This 
gives A PSIG  unprecedented access to 
the affairs of A LIA  by regular reporting 
to C o uncil meetings and by consu lta
tion about relevant matters. From 1996, 
the IRC w ill meet in a cycle  designed to 
tie in w ith Council meetings.

W hat of the future? A PSIG  has 
about 2 0 0  members and, in addition to 
Canberra , has chapters in M elbourne, 
Perth and Sydney. Even w ith a re la
tively small and dispersed membership, 
the group intends to m aintain its cu r
rent range of tasks, including creating a 
directory of libraries and related institu
tions in the Pacific , subject to attracting 
financ ia l sponsorship. «

Ten years ago on April 20, 1985 the Queensland Performing Arts Complex opened its doors, transforming the 
face of theatre in Queensland forever. The commemorative book, Setting the Stage, explores Q PAC’s 
beginnings, the theatrical history of Brisbane together with many interesting and amusing anecdotes on the 
development of the Complex.This superior quality limited edition book -  complete with over 200 pictures 
-  is sure to become a collector’s item in years to come.
Priced at only $29.95, Setting the Stage is available from the Centre Stage Shop for a limited time only. 
To MAIL O RD ER please complete the form below.
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Please send cheque/money order/credit card details plus order form to:

Centre  Stage Shop, Q ueensland  Perform ing Arts Com plex, PO  Box 3567, S O U T H  BRISBAN E Q ld  4101

For further inquiries please phone 3840 7358 or fax 3846 5687
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