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S o u th  A fr ic a n  c r ic k e te rs  

h a v e  a team  th at is s till 

la rg e ly  d ra w n  fro m  th e  

w h it e  p o p u la t io n  in  S o u th  

A f r ic a , a re c e n t n e w s  rep o rt 

te l ls  o f a w h it e  s c h o o l in  

P o tg ie te rs ru s  b e in g  fo r c e d , 

by  a c o u rt o rd e r , to in teg ra te  

th e ir  s tu d e n ts . P e rh a p s  th e se  

g ro u p s  w o u ld  d o  w e l l  to  

ta k e  a le a f  fro m  th e  b o o k  o f 

l ib ra r ie s  in  th a t c o u n t ry .

T w e lv e  m o n th s  ag o  I a t­

te n d e d  a lib ra ry  c o n fe re n c e  

in  D u rb a n , S o u th  A f r ic a , Li­
brary and information serv­
ices in developing South Af­
rica (L 'SOES\): a wcrkiig 
conference on libraries and 
information services for the 
reconstruction and develop­
ment of South Africa.

! fe lt  v e r y  p r iv i le g e d  to  

b e  a p a rt o f th is  g a th e r in g . 

A s  I am  S o u th  A f r ic a n  b o rn  

—  o f so -c a lle d  coloured h e r­

ita g e  —  th e  is s u e s  a t h a n d  

w e re  o f  p e rs o n a l c o n s e ­

q u e n c e  to  m e . I had  not v is ­

ited  th e  p la c e  fo r tw e n ty  

y e a r s  a n d  w o n d e re d  if  I 

w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d , o r 

w o u ld  fe e l l ik e , an  o u ts id e r . 

H o w e v e r , I h ad  fa n ta s t ic  

s u p p o rt fro m  fo rm e r  c o l ­

le a g u e s .

It w a s  a fa s c in a t in g  c o n ­

fe re n c e  w h ic h  fo c u s s e d  on  

th e  ro le  o f  l ib r a r ie s  a n d  in ­

fo rm a t io n  se rv ic e s  in th e  R e ­

c o n s t ru c t io n  an d  D e v e lo p ­

m e n t P ro g ra m . G o v e rn m e n t  

l ite ra tu re  h e ra ld e d  th e  R e ­

c o n s t ru c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p ­

m e n t P ro g ra m  as an  in s t ru ­

m e n t fo r  t ra n s fo rm in g  b o th  

g o v e rn m e n t  an d  s o c ie t y  so 

th a t g o v e rn m e n t  is m o re  

tra n sp a re n t an d  a c c o u n ta b le  

to  th e  p e o p le .

H o w e v e r  th e  rh e to r ic  

d id  not l in k  th e  p ro v is io n  o f 

in fo rm a t io n  w ith  l ib r a r ie s !  

T h i ,  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  a ir r rn g  

to  re d re s s  th a t a n d  to  h ig h ­

lig h t th e  ro le s  th a t l ib r a r ie s  

a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e rv ic e s  

s h o u ld  h a v e  w it h in  R e c o n ­

s t ru c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  

P ro g ra m  p la n n in g  a n d  im ­

p le m e n ta t io n . W ith  th is  e n d  

in m in d  th e  3 0 0  c o n fe re n c e  

d e le g a te s  w e n t  in to  tw o  

d a y s  o f b ra in s to rm in g .

T h e  f irs t  d a y  w a s  th e  

n o rm a l se tt in g  th e  s c e n e  

s c e n a r io ; th e n  th e  tw o  d a y s  

o f b ra in s to rm in g ; f in is h in g  

w ith  a m o rn in g  o f  su m m in g  

u p , e v a lu a t io n  a n d  s tra te g y  

se tt in g  led  by K a y  R a se ro k a  

fro m  th e  In te rn a t io n a l F e d ­

e ra t io n  o f  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia ­

t io n s  a n d  In s t itu t io n s  ( IF L A ) .

G r o u p s  o f  a b o u t 15  to 

2 0  p e o p le  w e re  a s k e d  to 

c o n s id e r  h o w  to  p ro v id e  l i ­

b ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e rv ­

ic e s  to m eet b a s ic  n e e d s , d e ­

v e lo p  h u m a n  r e s o u rc e s , 

b u ild  th e  e c o n o m y , a n d  to 

d e m o c ra t is e  th e  sta te  a n d  

s o c ie ty .

It w a s  a c h a l le n g e  to 

c o n f ro n t  th e  im p a c t  o f  o u r  

b ia s e s , p re ju d ic e s  a n d  v a r ­

ie d  b a c k g ro u n d s . Fo r so m e  

p a rt ic ip a n ts  it w a s  f irs t t im e  

th a t th e y  w e re  a s k e d  to  

v o ic e  th e ir  v ie w s  a b o u t l i ­

b ra r ie s  an d  in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ­

ic e s  in fro n t o f a n o th e r ra c ia l 

g ro u p . It w a s  c h a l le n g in g  

a n d  im m e n s e ly  re w a rd in g .

L ib r a r y  p o l it ic s  w a s  at 

th e  fo re fro n t o f d is c u s s io n s : 

th e  m a jo r  issu e  w a s  th e  fo r­

m a tio n  o f  a t ru ly  d e m o c ra t ic  

l ib ra ry  a s s o c ia t io n .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  a 

m ic ro c o s m  o f th e  m a jo r  is ­

su e  in  th e  c o u n t ry  at th e  

t im e : th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a 

n e w  c o n s t itu t io n  fo r  S o u th  

A f r ic a .  H o p e fu l ly  l ib r a r ia n s  

w i l l  c o n t in u e  to p la y  a le a d ­

ing  ro le .
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value of and access to patents for in­
formation providers and potential/ 
current users of patents. Convenor: 
Jane Hiscock, Uni o f South Aust Li­
brary, Ph: (08) 302 6279; Fax: (08) 
302 6756.
8-11/9 Records M anagem ent As­
socia tion o f A ustra lia  1996 Na­
tiona l Convention. Theme: Re-engi­
neering —  the electronic records fu­
ture. National Convention Centre — 
Canberra. Conference Secretariat: 
ACTS, GPO Box 200, Canberra 2600; 
Ph: (06) 257 3299; e-mail:
acts@ozemail.com.au.
3-5/10 In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f Music L ibraries...(Austra lia) b i­
ennial conference — Call for pa­
pers. Theme: More byte than Bach? 
The impact of technology in music li­
braries.... Urn of Melbourne Confer­
ence Centre, Parkville Vic. Contact 
Georgina Binns, Ph: (03) 9905 3236, 
Fax: (03) 9905 9142; e-maii:
georgina.binns@lib.monash.edu.au.
• 21-23/1/1997 In fo rm a tio n  on 
line & on disc conference. ALIA in ­
formation science section. Sydney 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, Dar­
ling Harbour. Ph Wael Foda (02) 332 
4622, fax (02) 332 4066.
• 12-16/10/1997 7th Asian Pacific 
Specials, Health and Law L ibrari­
ans' Conference and e xh ib ition  - 
Perth. On The Edge. Venue: Duxton 
Hotel, Perth. Motive Conventions, 
GPO Box M973, Perth 6001, Ph: (09) 
322 2666, Fix: 119) 322 141T

C O N F E R E N C E
• 6-11/10 4th biennial conference
World Congress Centre. Reading the 
future. Convenor, Ms Helen Tait. Con­
vention Network, Ph: (03) 646 4122, 
Fax: (03) 646 7737.
• 7/10 Vic UCRLS Pre-Conference
seminar 8s w orkshop on perform ­
ance indicators. Venue: Terrace Pacif­
ic Inn, Spencer Street, Melbourne. 
Time: 9.30-4pm. Cost: $75 ALIA mem­
bers; $95 others. Morning/Afternoon 
tea and lunch included. Contact: Colin 
Bates, Ph: (052) 272 713, Fax: 
(052) 272 000, e-mail:
colinb@deakin.edu.au.
• 7/10 ALIA acquisitions national 
section: Current issues in collection 
management workshop. 10-4pm, Mel­
bourne. Further details to be an­
nounced. Contact: Sue Clarke, e-mail: 
sclarke@rmit.edu.au.
• 7/10 ALIA acquisitions national 
section: Accessing information 2001 
— the role o f acquisitions librarians in 
the new millennium seminar and 
workshop. 9.30-4pm, Bridge Room 2, 
Centra on the Yarra. $50 (section 
members), $70 (others). Program and 
booking details to be announced in in­
cite Events and mailed to members.
• 8/10 ALIA acquisitions national 
section: Biennial dinner. River Seafood 
Grill, Mid-level Southgate (opposite 
Yarra Footbridge), 7pm. $40 (plus 
drinks). Enjoy the company, the view 
and the food. Bookings essential. Con­
tact: Louise Russell, DA Information 
Services, 648 Whitehorse Road, Mitch­
am 3132, Ph: (03)9210 7777.
• 8/10 ALIA biennial conference 
public libraries section dinner Dou­
ble-decker bus leaves World Congress 
Centre at 7.30pm, travels over West 
Gate Bridge to an amazingly eclectic 
western suburbs pub — the Commer­
cial Hotel in Yarraville — with great 
food and music. Cost $50. Contact: 
Alison Trembath, Ph: (059) 860 347.

L IB R A R IA N S  —  a r e  y o n  m is s in g  
o u t  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  n o t  on  t h e  
F L IS  d a t a b a s e ?

A Victorian owned and operated company 

working fo r Victorian Libraries

Freelance Library & Information Services Pty Ltd. 
27 Kasouka Rd Camberwell VIC 3124 p h  (03) 9813 1925 

E-m ail: lib flis@ vicnet.net.au
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