
A r c h i v i n g  

A u s t r a l i a n  J u d a i c a

M arianne D acy , University of

T he a rc h iv e  o f A u s t ra l­

ian Ju d a ica  w as  e stab ­

lished at the U n ive rs ity  

of Syd ney L ib ra ry  in Ju ly  1983 

w ith  a grant from  the A u s tra l­

ian R ese a rch  G ran ts  C o m m it­

te e . From  the ou tse t, the 

cen tra l purpose o f the a rc h iv e  

has been to d raw  together and 

p re se rv e  in o n e  c e n tre , the 

p h y s ic a l re so u rc e s  fo r re ­

se a rch  on the h is to ry , s t ru c ­

tu re  and  c o n c e rn s  o f the 

A u stra lian  Je w ish  co m m u n ity .

In a d d it io n , the  a rc h iv e  w a s  

e s ta b lish e d  to p re ve n t the 

e ro d in g  and  fu rth e r lo ss o f 

reco rd s o f the A u stra lia n  Je w ­

ish c o m m u n ity , th rough w an t 

o f a sy s te m a tic  c o lle c t io n  

p o lic y .

D r  N e il R ad fo rd , the u n i­

ve rs ity  lib ra r ian  and Pro fesso r 

A la n  C ro w n , head  o f the  S e ­

m it ic  stud ies d e p artm ent, are 

the p ro jec t d irecto rs o f the a r­

c h iv e  and  d e te rm in e  its 

p o lic y . Its d a y  to d a y  a c t iv i­

t ie s , ru n n in g  and  tra n s la t io n  

o f p o lic y  in to  a c t io n  a re  the 

re s p o n s ib ility  o f M a r ia n n e  

D a c y , the a rc h iv is t / lib ra r ia n .

T h e  greater portion  o f the 

h o ld ing s date from  the period  

o f W o rld  W a r  II. R e se a rch  

w h ic h  is su pported  from  th is  

m a te ria l is b road  based , f a l l ­

ing w ith in  the  re a lm s o f d e ­

m o g rap h y , h is to ry , e c o n o m -

Sydney

ic s , in te rn a t io n a l 

re la t io n s , la w  and 

p o lit ic s , and  e m ­

braces an y  research  

fie ld  w h e re  th ere  is 

a le g it im a te  c o n ­

cern  about m in o rity  

re a c tio n s  and ro les 

in the c o m m u n ity .

T h is  c o lle c t io n  

c o n s is ts  o f th e  p a ­

pers o f som e s ix ty  

in d iv id u a ls  a c t iv e  

w ith in  th e  A u s t ra l­

ian Je w ish  c o m m u ­

n ity , as w e ll  as the 

a rc h iv e s  o f o ve r 

th irty  A u s tra lia n  

Je w is h  o rg a n isa ­

t io n s . A ls o  housed  

in the  a r c h iv e  are 

o v e r  4 0 0  tap es o f 

in te rv ie w s  of H o lo ­

c a u s t s u rv iv o rs , an 

e p h e m e ra  c o l le c ­

t io n , c u rre n t  A u s ­

tra lia n  Je w ish  p e ri­

o d ic a ls , su b je c t 

f ile s  fo r e a sy  re fe r­

e n c e , a c o lle c t io n  

o f A u s tra lia n  Y id ­

d ish  w rit in g s  and a 

p h o to g rap h  c o lle c t io n . A  

c a ta lo g u e  o f th is  m a te r ia l is 

p u b lish e d  b i-a n n u a !ly .

T h e  records are be ing  c o l­

lected  th rough  p e rso na l c o n ­

tacts w ith  in d iv id u a ls  and  o r­

g a n isa t io n s , and  som e
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Marianne Dacy with some of the collection

Keeping the archive going... Hugh McCredie, a Mandelbaum trustee (second from 
left) presents a cheque on behalf of the trust to Dr Neil Radford. Also present were 
(l-r) Marianne Dacy, Lia Freidler, a director of Mandelbaum House and Professor 
Alan Crown head of the Semitic Studies department

m a te r ia l, su ch  as e a r ly  A u s ­

t ra lia n  Z io n is t  m a te r ia l w a s  

film e d  after v is its  to the C e n ­

tral Z io n is t  A rc h iv e s  in Je rusa­

lem . T h e  m ain  A u stra lian  Je w ­

ish n e w sp a p e rs  h ave  been  

film e d , w ith  th e  c o llab o ra tio n  

o f se ve ra l S tate lib ra r ie s , and 

in d iv id u a ls . 

Som e ru n s 

had to be as- 

s e m b I e d 

from  se ve ra l 

lo cations b e­

c a u se  o f the  

f ra g m e n ta ry  

state o f the 

reco rd s .

S tu d e n ts  

w r it in g  th e ­

ses from  m a­

te ria l c o n ­

su lted  in the 

a r c h iv e  are  

e n c o u ra g e d  

to d e p o s it a 

c o p y  o f the  

fin ish e d  th e ­

sis in the a r­

c h iv e . In a d ­

d it io n , e x te n s ive  b ib lio g ra p h i­

ca l w o rk  has been  supported  

by the a rc h iv e , resu lting  in the 

p u b lica t io n  o f tw o  e d it io n s  o f 

A  bibliography of Australian 
Judaica and  Periodical publi­
cations from the Australian 
Jewish community (a se co n d  

e d it io n  is du e  to ap p e a r in 

1 9 9 6 ).

B e s id e s  stu d en ts  w r it in g  

th eses fo r h ig h e r d e g rees in 

A u s t ra l ia n , in te rs ta te  and  

o ve rse as u n iv e rs it ie s , au tho rs , 

ra d io  and  te le v is io n  w r ite rs , 

b ib lio g ra p h e rs  and  o th e r re ­

searche rs a lso  m ake  use o f the 

a rc h iv e . T h e  u n ive rs ity  lib ra ry  

p ro v id e s the  in fra stru ctu re  for 

the a rc h iv e , and co ve rs  o v e r­

head  co sts  su ch  as p h o to ­

c o p y in g , c o m p u te r  su p p o rt 

and  c o rre s p o n d e n c e , w h i le  

the a r c h iv is t 's  s a la ry  is p ro ­

v id e d  b y  th e  M a n d e lb a u m  

T ru s t . A d d it io n a l f in a n c e  fo r 

m ic ro film in g  and p u b lica tio n s 

co m e s fro m  g e n e ro u s  d o n a ­

tion s from  the 'F r ie n d s  o f the 

a rc h iv e '. •
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