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T he archive of Austral-
ian Judaica was estab-
lished at the University

of Sydney Library in July 1983

with a grant from the Austral-

ian Research Grants Commit-
tee. From the outset, the
central purpose of the archive
has been to draw together and
preserve in one centre, the
physical resources for re-
search on the history, struc-
ture and concerns of the

Australian Jewish community.

In addition, the archive was

established to prevent the

eroding and further loss of
records of the Australian Jew-
ish community, through want

of a collection

policy.
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Dr Neil Radford, the uni-
versity librarian and Professor
Alan Crown, head of the Se-
mitic studies department, are
the project directors of the ar-
chive and determine its
policy. Its day to day activi-
ties, running and translation
of policy into action are the
responsibility of Marianne
Dacy, the archivist/librarian.

The greater portion of the
holdings date from the period
of World War Il
which is supported from this

Research

material is broad based, fall-
ing within the realms of de-
mography, history, econom -

Keeping the archive going...
() Marianne

ics, international
relations, law and
politics, and em-
braces any research
field where there is
a legitimate con-
cern about minority
reactions and roles

in the community.

This collection
consists of the pa-
pers of some sixty
individuals active
within the Austral-
ian Jewish commu-

nity, as well as the

archives of over
thirty Australian
Jewish organisa-

tions. Also housed
in the archive are
over 400 tapes of
interviews of Holo-
caust survivors, an
ephemera collec-
tion, current Aus-
tralian Jewish peri-
odicals, subject
files for easy refer-
ence, a collection
of Australian Yid-
dish writings and a
photograph collection. A
catalogue of this material is
published bi-annually.

The records are being col-
lected through personal con-
tacts with individuals and or-

ganisations, and some

h McCredie, a Mandelbaum trustee (second from
left) presents a cheque on behalf of the trust to Dr Neil Radford. Also present were
Decy, Lia Freidler, a director of Mandelbaum House and Professor

Alan Crawn head of the Semitic Studies department
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Merianne Dacy with some of the collection

material, such as early Aus-
tralian Zionist material was
filmed after visits to the Cen-
tral Zionist Archives in Jerusa-
lem. The main Australian Jew-
ish newspapers have been
filmed, with the collaboration
of several State libraries, and
individuals.
Some runs
had to be as-
sembled
from several
locations be-
cause of the
fragmentary
state of the
records.

Students
writing the-
ses from ma-
terial con-
sulted in the
archive are
encouraged
to deposit a
copy of the
finished the-
sis in the ar-
chive. In ad-
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dition, extensive bibliographi-
cal work has been supported
by the archive, resulting in the
publication of two editions of
A bibliography of Australian
Judaica and Periodical publi-
cations from the Australian
Jewish community (a second
edition
1996).

is due to appear in

Besides students writing
theses for higher degrees in
Australian, interstate  and
overseas universities, authors,
radio and television writers,
bibliographers and other re-
searchers also make use of the
archive. The university library
provides the infrastructure for
the archive, and covers over-
head
copying,
and correspondence, while

costs such as photo-
computer support

the archivist's salary is pro-
vided by the Mandelbaum
Trust. Additional finance for
microfilming and publications
comes from generous dona-
tions from the 'Friends of the

archive'. .
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