
A  t r u l y  a m a z i n g  p l a c e . . .
T h e  w o r ld  o f  th e  S B S  r e s o u r c e  c e n tr e s

E liza b e th  B erky -P eterso n

Q uick —  I'm on air in five 
minutes, and I need some 
quiet Tibetan monastery mu
sic, the sound of a cow be

ing milked, and a mouse squeaking. 
Oh, and that thing by Bach, you know, 
the one I had last year, I think it was in 
November? It goes, 'la-lalala-la-laaa-la, 
la'. And it has a blue cover. Maybe 
green.

T h a t  is ju s t  o n e  o f th e  m u lt itu d e  o f 

req u ests  S B S  R e so u rc e s  C e n tre  sta ff c a n  

m e e t at th e  d ro p  o f a C D  c o v e r .

S B S  R a d io , fo rm e r ly  3 E A  (M e l

b o u rn e ) an d  2 E A  (S y d n e y ), is ju s t if ia b ly  

p ro u d  o f  its r e s o u rc e  c e n t re s , w h ic h  

h o u s e  m u lt i l in g u a l a n d  m u lt ic u ltu r a l  

so u n d  an d  p rin t m a te r ia l. F ro m  m o d est 

b e g in n in g s  tw e n ty  y e a r s  ag o  w ith  a 

h a p h a z a rd  c o lle c t io n  o f p ro g ra m m e rs ' 

p e rs o n a l re c o rd in g s .

Bo th  ra d io  p ro d u c t io n  c e n tre s  h a v e  

su rv iv e d  se ve ra l m o ve s , an d  n o w  e n jo y  

m o d e rn  fa c i l it ie s  (in  S o u th  M e lb o u rn e  

a n d  A r ta rm o n , re s p e c t iv e ly )  u n d e r th e  

sa m e  ro o f as S B S - T V , w h o s e  p ro d u c e rs  

a n d  e d ito rs  a ls o  fo rm  a s ig n if ic a n t  s e c 

tio n  o f lib ra ry  u se rs . T h e  m a jo r  fu n c t io n  

o f th e  l ib ra r ie s  h o w e v e r , is to  se rv e  th e  

n e e d s  o f  th e  m u lt i l in g u a l r a d io  p ro 

g ra m s w h ic h  a re  n o w  h e a rd  n a t io n a lly  

in 6 8  la n g u a g e s , an d  to  l ia is e  w ith  s tu 

d io  sta ff w h o  p re p a re  the  o v e rn ig h t  a l l 

m u s ic  p ro g ra m s .

L ib ra ry  sta ff sh a re  a lo ve  o f m u s ic  in 

its m a n y  fo rm s , f a m ilia r it y  w ith  a rang e  

o f  la n g u a g e s , a n d  th e  s k i l l s  to  h e lp  

t im e - p re s s e d  p ro g ra m m e rs  f in d  th e  

m a te r ia l th e y  n e e d . S u p e rse d in g  c u m 

b e rs o m e  c a rd  in d e x e s  an d  lo a n  c a rd s , 

c o m p u te r  d a tab ase s  h a v e  b e en  b u ilt  up  

o v e r  th e  past s ix  y e a r s . A t  o n e  c e n t re  

a lo n e  it is p o s s ib le  to  a c c e s s  v ia  th e  

L A N  s o m e  3 3  5 0 0  s o u n d  r e c o rd in g s : 

3 2 0  0 0 0  tra c k  t it le s , a ll f u l ly  in d e x e d . 

T h e  c o m b in e d  c o lle c t io n s  o f both  c e n 

tre s  c u r r e n t ly  to ta l a p p r o x im a te ly  

7 5  0 0 0  —  15 0 0 0  C D s ,  a s  w e l l  as  

5 5  0 0 0  L P s  a n d  c a s s e tte s  w h ic h ,  a l 

th o u g h  o ld e r , a re  s t ill in d e m a n d .

B e s id e s  la n g u a g e - s p e c if ic  m u s ic , 

th e  l ib r a r ie s  a ls o  h o ld  g e n e ra l c o l le c 

t io n s  o f c la s s ic a l ,  ja z z ,  f i lm  a n d  'p ro 

d u c t io n ' m u s ic  —  sh o rt t ra c k s  s p e c ia l ly  

c o m p o s e d  fo r  u se  in  c o m m e r c ia ls ,  

v o ic e - o v e r s , an d  to p u n c tu a te  c u r re n t  

a f fa ir s  b u lle t in s . T h o s e  so u n d  e f fe c ts , 

u n t il re c e n t ly  o n ly  p ro d u c e d  o v e rs e a s , 

a re  n o w  b e in g  re c o rd e d  b y  lo c a l s tu 

d io s , a n d  a u t h e n t ic  A u s t r a l ia n  n o is e s  

re g u la r ly  e n h a n c e  ra d io  fe a tu re s .

E a c h  m a il d e liv e ry  m e a n s  e x p e c te d  

o rd e rs  —  so m e  lo n g -a w a ite d  fro m  tro u 

b le d  p a rts  o f  th e  w o r ld , as w e l l  as  's u r 

p r is e  p a r c e ls ' ,  p ro m o t io n a l C D s  fro m  

m a jo r  d is t r ib u to rs  w h o  a re  c o n v e rs a n t  

w ith  th e  m u s ic  m ix  that g oes in to  th at 

e lu s iv e , s p e c ia l , 'so u n d  o f S B S ', an d  d e 

b u t d is c s  fro m  o p t im is t ic  in d iv id u a ls  

w h o  a re  no t.

A d d in g  to  su c h  a c o l le c t io n  is a l i 

b r a r ia n 's  d e lig h t , b u t c u l l in g  it is a 

n ig h tm a re . T h a t  o ld  s c ra tc h y  A rm e n ia n  

so n g  p re sse d  in  L e b a n o n  3 0  y e a rs  ag o , 

th o se  w o n d ro u s ly -w a rp e d  tra c k s  o f f ilm  

tu n e s  fro m  C a lc u t t a , m a y  be th e  o n ly  

e x is t in g  e x a m p le s  o f  a d is a p p e a r in g  

g e n re , a n d  m o st be c o n s e rv e d , m o u ld -  

w a r t s  a n d  a l l .  C a ta lo g u in g  th e  c o l le c 

t io n , m u c h  o f  w h ic h  is in  la n g u a g e s  

o th e r  th an  E n g lis h , an d  in s c r ip ts  o th e r  

th an  R o m a n , is a c o n t in u in g  c h a lle n g e : 

A s s y r ia n  o n e  d a y , T a m il th e  n e x t!

W h i le  m u s ic  fo rm s the la rg e r part o f 

th e  c o l le c t io n , p r in t re so u rc e s  a re  v ita l , 

as fa c ts  m ust be re se a rch e d  and  v e r if ie d  

b e fo re  b ro a d c a s t in g . N e w s p a p e rs  an d  

p e r io d ic a ls  —  so m e  so  o b s c u re  th a t no  

s u b s c r ip t io n  ag e n t w i l l  h a n d le  th e m  —  

k e e p  b ro a d c a s te rs  a w a re  o f  e v e n ts  in 

th e ir  h o m e la n d s . C D - R O M s  n o w  p ro 

v id e  fu rth e r so u rc e s  o f in fo rm a t io n  an d  

r e c e n t ly  s o m e  p ro g ra m m e rs  h a v e  

t r ia le d  th e  In te rn e t , w h ic h  g iv e s  a c c e s s  

to c u r re n t  e le c t ro n ic  v e rs io n s  o f m a jo r  

o v e rs e a s  n e w s p a p e rs .

In -h o u se  re a d y - re fe re n c e  m a te r ia l is 

in d is p e n sa b le , an d  in c lu d e s  e n c y c lo p e -

How about one of these, hot from the mailbag? 
Elizabeth Berky-Peterson helping two bemused 

programmers in the resource centre

d ia s , d ic t io n a r ie s , y e a rb o o k s , d ir e c to 

r ie s  a n d  o th e r  fa c t b o o k s , p a r t ic u la r ly  

re la t in g  to th e  a rts /m e d ia  an d  p o p u la 

tio n  s ta t is t ic s . In te r l ib ra ry  e n q u ire s  an d  

lo a n s  a re  in c re a s in g , a s  p ro g ra m m e rs  

fo c u s  on  th e ir  ro le  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  

th e  S B S  C h a r te r , to in c re a s e  a w a re n e s s  

o f A u s t ra l ia  as  a l in g u is t ic a l ly  an d  so 

c ia l ly  d iv e rs e  n a t io n .

R e g re t ta b ly , th e  re s o u rc e  c e n t re s  

a re  n o t a b le  to  le n d  m a te r ia l o u ts id e  

S B S , b u t a re  m o re  th a n  w i l l in g  to  a d 

v is e  on  so u rc e s  an d  s u p p lie rs  o f  m u lti-  

I in g u a l/ m u It ic u Itu r a I  r e c o rd in g s  a n d  

p u b lic a t io n s . Y o u  a re  w e lc o m e  to  c o n 

ta c t th e  l ib r a r y  m a n a g e rs : C h e r r i l l  

M a g e e  o n  (0 3 )  9 6 8 5  2 5 1 4 , E l iz a b e th  

B e rk y -P e te rso n  on  (0 2 ) 4 3 0  2 8 8 0  [a fter 

2 9  Ju ly  (0 2 ) 9 4 3 0  2 8 8 0 ] ,

A n d  fo r the  f re q u e n c y  o f an  S B S  R a 

d io  s ta t io n  n e a r  y o u , c h e c k  y o u r  c a p i

ta l c it y  n e w s p a p e r , o r  r in g  th e  S B S  

f re e c a ll  n u m b e r : 1 8 0 0  5 0 0  7 2 7 . ■
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