
G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  —  

I M a r c h  m e e t i n g  s u m m a r y

G e n e ra l C o u n c il m et at the A L IA  N a tio n a l O f f ic e  in C a n b e rra  fro m  14  to 15 M a rc h  1 9 9 6

B ra n c h  p re s id e n ts  w e re  a g a in  in v ite d  to 

a tte n d  th e  M a rc h  m e e t in g  a n d  w e re  

w a rm ly  w e lc o m e d . It w a s  no ted  th a t th e  

A s s o c ia t io n 's  1 9 9 6  A n n u a l G e n e ra l  M e e t in g  

(A G M ) w i l l  be  h e ld  at 1 0 :0 0 a m  o n  T h u rs d a y  

1 0  O c to b e r , d u rin g  th e  b ie n n ia l c o n fe re n c e .

C o r p o r a te  s e r v ic e s
G e n e ra l C o u n c il  no ted  th at f in a n c ia l p a ck a g e s  

had  b e en  re c ie v e d  fro m  a ll d iv is io n s  an d  w e re  

b e in g  c o n s o lid a te d  in p re p a ra t io n  fo r th e  e x 

te rn a l a u d it  o f th e  1 9 9 5  a c c o u n ts . T h e  ro le  o f 

A L IA n e t  w ith in  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w a s  d is c u s s e d .

S tr a te g ic  p la n n in g
T h e  fu tu re  g o v e rn a n c e  o f th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w a s  

d is c u s s e d  w ith  G e n e ra l C o u n c i l  a g re e in g  th a t a c o m m itte e  

sh o u ld  be e s ta b lis h e d  to  s p e c if ic a l ly  lo o k  at th is  issu e . G e n 

e ra l C o u n c i l  d is c u s s e d  th e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  s t ra te g ic  p la n  an d  

o th e r  p la n n in g  s tra te g ie s  b e in g  used  b y  th e  A s s o c ia t io n .

E d u c a t io n  a n d  tr a in in g
T h e  G ra d u a te  D ip lo m a  o f A r ts  in  L ib r a r y  a n d  In fo rm a tio n  

M an ag e m e n t and  the B a c h e lo r  o f A rts in In fo rm a tio n  M an ag e 

m en t at the  U n iv e rs ity  o f C a n b e rra  w e re  g ive n  an e x te n s io n  

o f th e ir  c o u rse  re co g n it io n  fo r o n e  y e a r  u n til D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 7 .

W o r k p la c e
T h e  n a t io n a l c o -o rd in a to r  o f th e  A b o r ig in a l a n d  T o rre s  S tra it 

Is la n d e r  R e c ru itm e n t an d  C a re e r  D e v e lo p m e n t  S tra te g y  fo r

th e  l ib r a r y  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e c to r  w a s  d is c u s s e d . D u r in g  

1 9 9 6  a s u rv e y  o f a l l  u n iv e r s it y  l ib r a r ie s  a n d  a l l  l ib r a r ie s  

w ith in  th is  y e a r 's  ta rg e t a re a s  (p a r t ic u la r  re g io n s  w it h in  the  

N o rth e rn  T e r r ito ry , A u s t ra l ia n  C a p ita l T e r r ito ry , N e w  So u th  

W a le s  an d  V ic to r ia )  w i l l  be  c o n d u c te d , a d v is in g  A b o r ig in a l 

c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  o rg a n is a t io n s  a b o u t th e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  for 

c a d e ts h ip s , t r a in e e s h ip s  a n d  s c h o la rs h ip s  in th e  se c to r  an d  a 

c u ltu ra l a w a re n e s s  t ra in in g  stra te g y  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  p re p a re d  

fo r th e  p ro fe ss io n .

M e m b e r sh ip
T h e re  w a s  a g o o d  re sp o n se  to th e  re q u e st fo r se c to r  in fo rm a 

tio n  o n  r e n e w a ls  fo r 1 9 9 6  a n d  th is  in fo rm a t io n  w i l l  be u se 

fu l in  m a rk e t in g  th e  A s s o c ia t io n . 

G e n e ra l C o u n c il  d e te rm in e d  th at In 

s t itu t io n a l m e m b e rs  o f  th e  A s s o c ia 

tio n  a re  not e n t it le d  to  v o te  in  A L IA  

e le c t io n s .

A L IA  p o l ic y  s ta te m e n ts
G e n e ra l C o u n c i l  e n d o rse d  c h a n g e s  

to th e  fo l lo w in g  p o l ic y  s ta te m e n ts : 

Statement on library services for 
people with disabilities; Statement 
on libraries and multiculturalism; 
Statement on joint-use libraries; 
Statement on libraries and literacy; 
an d  Statement on volunteer workers 
in libraries.

T h e  Statement on non-discrimi
nation in the employment of library 
staff an d  th e  Statement on public li
brary services to young people w e re  

re a f f irm e d  w ith o u t  c h a n g e  a t th is  

m e e tin g . C o p ie s  o f th e se  s ta te m e n ts  

a re  a v a ila b le  fro m  N a t io n a l O f f ic e .

T h e  fo llo w in g  p o l ic y  s ta te m e n ts  

w i l l  be  c i r c u la t e d  to  d iv is io n s  fo r 

c o m m e n t , b e fo re  b e in g  b ro u g h t 

b a c k  to  G e n e ra l  C o u n c i l  in  J u ly : 

Statement on the role of librarians 
and library technicians; Statement 
on part-time work; an d  Information 
as a commodity and its importance 
to economic development.

1 9 9 6  G C  p o r t f o l i o s

councillor policy portfolios commun iccition portfol,ios

Helen Tait* (President) Inter-Association relations Image of the profession

Kerry Smith* (Vice-president) Constitutional matters Publications

Jan Gaebler* (Past president) Cross-sectoral issues Special libraries 
Reference and information 
science

Kay Poustie* (Chair, B of Ed) Education and training

Jane King (Vic)* Finance Public libraries

Jenny McCarthy (Qld)* Membership School libraries

Joye Volker (ACT) international relations Rural and isolated libraries 
One-person Australian 
libraries

Craig Grimison (NSW) Copyright University, college and 
research libraries

Kaye Bartlett (NT) Aboriginal & Torres Strait Library technicians
Islander affairs Acquisitions

Di Booker(SA) Information literacy TAFE

Andy Smithies (TAS) Competency standards Health libraries

Jillian Beswick (WA) Information technology Industrial relations and 
workplace issues 
Children's and youth services

* members of executive committee
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G u id e lin e s
G e n e ra l C o u n c il  e n d o rse d  th e  re v ise d  g u id e lin e s  fo r T A F E  l i 

b ra r ie s  Focus on learning: a framework for the provision of 
learning services, library and information services in voca
tional education and training p re p a re d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l T A F E  

c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e s  c o m m itte e .

A w a r d s , p r o m o t io n s  a n d  lo b b y in g
T h e  R e d m o n d  B a r r y  A w a rd  w a s  o ffe re d  a n d  a c c e p te d  b y  

B a r r y  Jo n e s . A r ra n g e m e n ts  a re  to be m a d e  to  p re s e n t  th e  

a w a rd  la te r in th e  y e a r . A  F e llo w s h ip  o f th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w a s  

a w a rd e d  to Eu g e n ie  G r ie g  (N S W ). T h e  B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  re

p o rte d  th at th e  1 9 9 5  M e tc a lfe  M e d a llio n  has b e e n  a w a rd e d  

to  M r M ic h a e l C o o p e r  fo r h is  e s s a y  Total quality manage
ment in libraries and information services. T h e  in a u g u ra l 

A u s t ra l ia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  o ra t io n  w i l l  be  ho sted  b y  th e  N S W  

B ra n c h  an d  h e ld  on 1 M a y  in  S y d n e y  an d  be g ive n  b y  S ir  A n 

th o n y  M a so n .

A L I A  c o m m it te e s
A  c o p y r ig h t  c o m m itte e  o f G e n e ra l C o u n c i l  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  

w ith  re s p o n s ib il it y  to  m o n ito r  p u b lic  p o l ic y  a n d  le g is la t iv e  

d e v e lo p m e n ts , d ra ft d is c u s s io n  p a p e rs  a n d  s u b m is s io n s  to 

in q u ir ie s  as  re q u ire d  an d  to l ia is e  w ith  o th e r  re la te d  o rg a n i

sa t io n s  on  c o p y r ig h t  m a tte rs .

R e la t io n s  w itb  o th e r  a s s o c ia t io n s  — A C L I S
T h e  p re s id e n t re p o rte d  on  th e  jo in t  m e e tin g  o f th e  e x e c u t iv e  

c o m m itte e s  o f A L IA  a n d  A C L IS  h e ld  o n  2 F e b ru a ry . A  p a p e r 

w a s  p re se n te d  to  th is  m e e tin g , p re p a re d  b y  th e  A C L IS  an d  

A L IA  p re s id e n ts  p ro p o s in g  a s t ra te g ic  r e v ie w  o f th e  fu tu re

G en e ra l C o u n c ilo rs  Jane K ing , C ra ig  G rim ison , a n d  Je n n y  M c C a rth y

c o o rd in a t io n  an d  re p re se n ta t io n  n e e d s o f  th e  l ib ra ry  a n d  in 

fo rm a t io n  in d u stry  an d  th a t th is  re v ie w  be u n d e rta k e n  b y  an 

o u ts id e  c o n su lta n t . It w a s  p ro p o sed  that th is  re v ie w  w o u ld  be 

fu n d e d  by A L IA  an d  A C L IS  w ith  a s s is ta n c e  fro m  th e  N a tio n a l 

L ib ra ry  o f A u s t ra l ia .

T h e re  w a s  a g rea t d e a l o f d e b a te  a b o u t the  p ro p o sa l an d  

g e n e ra l ag re e m e n t w a s  re a c h e d  on th e  n ee d  fo r  a r e v ie w . In 

th e  first in s ta n c e  the e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r  w a s  a ske d  to p re p a re  

a p ap er on stra teg ic  d ire c t io n s  fo r the lib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a tio n  

se c to r  an d  fo r th e  A s s o c ia t io n . T h e  nee d  fo r fu r th e r  r e v ie w s  

su c h  as  th a t p ro p o s e d  e a r l ie r  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  

c o n te x t o f that p a p e r . m

Ray Choate 
r< r RAISS
Australian Biennial
Library and

Association Travelling
Scholarships

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
Aim
To p ro v id e  a m e m b e r o f R A IS S  w ith  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
in ve s tig a te  and  resea rch  a  p a rtic u la r a s p e c t o f re fe ren ce  
o r in fo rm a tion  s e rv ice  p ro v is io n , w h ich  w ill in c re ase  h is / 
h e r  p ro fe s s io n a l e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  
k n o w le d g e  o f o th e r R A IS S  m e m b ers .

Objectives
T h e  R a y  C h o a te  R A IS S  B ie n n ia l T ra v e llin g  S c h o la rs h ip  
w ill p ro v id e  fin a n c ia l a s s is ta n c e  fo r  th e  u n d e rta k in g  o f 
s e le c te d  re s e a rc h  p ro je c ts  d e s ig n e d  to :

• e x p lo re  th e  p o te n tia l fo r  fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 
e x is t in g  A u s tra lia n  re fe re n c e  o r  in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e s ;

a n d /o r

• in v e s tig a te  th e  use  o f e m e rg in g  te c h n o lo g ie s  in th e  
p ro v is io n  o f re fe re n c e  o r in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e s ;

a n d /o r

• in c re a s e  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k ills  o f p ra c tic in g  
re fe re n c e  lib ra r ia n s .

Conditions
T h e  S c h o la rs h ip  is  g ra n te d  e v e ry  tw o  y e a rs , in th e  no n - 
R A IS S  c o n fe re n c e  y e a r. In 1 9 9 6  th e  S c h o la rs h ip  is 
v a lu e d  a t b e tw e e n  $ 2 5 0 0  a n d  $ 3 0 0 0 . T h e  s u c c e s s fu l 
c a n d id a te  w ill b e a r a n y  co s ts  a b o v e  th e  a m o u n t a w a rd e d . 
T h e  w in n e r w ill be  a b le  to  d ra w  u p on  th e  fu n d s  o n e  m o n th  
a fte r  th e  S c h o la rs h ip  h a s  b e e n  g ra n te d .

A p p lic a n ts  m u s t b e  fin a n c ia l m e m b e rs  o f th e  R e fe re n c e  
a n d  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s  S e c tio n  o f A L IA .

T h e  p ro je c t is  to  c u lm in a te  in a  s u b s ta n tia l w r it te n  re p o rt 
w h ic h  m u s t be  p re s e n te d  to  th e  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e  o f 
R A IS S  by  J u n e  o f th e  y e a r fo llo w in g  th e  g ra n tin g  o f th e  
S c h o la rs h ip .

S c h o la rs h ip  re c ip ie n ts  m a y  b e  re q u ire d  to  p re s e n t a 
p a p e r  a t th e  b ie n n ia l  R A IS S  C o n fe r e n c e  w h ic h  
im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w s  th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f th e  re s e a rc h  
p ro je c t.

R A IS S  h a s  f irs t  o p tio n  to  p u b lis h  th e  re s u lts  o f a n y  
re s e a rc h  th a t m ig h t a r is e  fro m  th e  S c h o la rs h ip .

U n d e r n o rm a l c irc u m s ta n c e s , th e  S c h o la rs h ip  w ill 
be  g ra n te d  in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  a n y  o th e r  aw a rd .

Applications
T h e  c lo s in g  d a te  fo r  a p p lic a tio n s  is 3 0  J u n e  19 
A p p lic a t io n  fo rm s  a re  a v a ila b le  fro m :

G eo ff C h a p m a n
S e c re ta ry  R A IS S  N ationa l C o m m itte e  
c /o  S choo l o f L a n g u a g e  and  L ite ra cy  E duca tion  
Q u e e n s la n d  U n ive rs ity  o f T e chn o logy  —  Kelvin  
Lo cked  B ag  N 9 2 
R ed H ill Q L D  4 0 59  
g .ch a p m a n @ q u t.e d u .a u
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