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ALIA on the Net
W e lc o m e  to  A L IA n e t ,  

A L IA 's  p re s e n c e  o n  th e  
In te rn e t.  Its U R L  is http:// 
www.alia.org.au/ a n d  it 's  
b a se d  o n  a W e b  s e rv e r  
w i t h  lo ts  o n  in fo r m a t io n  

a b o u t A L IA , its s tru c tu re , o f f ic e  b e a r­
e rs , N a t io n a l O f f ic e  s ta ff, a n d  th e  
se rv ice s  it o ffe rs  to  m e m b e rs .

M a n y  th a n k s  to  th e  p e o p le  w h o  
a s s is te d  in  v a r io u s  w a y s , in c lu d in g  
S un  M ic ro s y s te m s , C is c o  S y s te m s , 
A A R N e t s ta ff, a n d  th e  te c h n ic a l s ta ff 
f r o m  N a t io n a l O f f ic e ,  th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  C a n b e rra  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry .

IFLA on the Net
C o u r te s y  o f  S ilv e rP la t te r  In fo rm a t io n  
In c  a n d  th e  U n iv e rs a l D a ta f lo w  a n d  
T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  (U D T )  C o re  
P ro g ra m m e , IF L A  n o w  has its o w n  
W e b  se rve r, http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/ifla/ is 
th e  U R L .
A p a r t  f ro m  g e n e ra l in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 
IF L A  a n d  its a c tiv it ie s , th e re  is a pa ge  
o n  th e  1 9 9 5  IF L A  G e n e ra l C o n fe r ­
e n c e  in  Is ta n b u l, fe a tu r in g  re g is tra tio n  
a n d  to u r is m  d e ta ils .

W ired is hot
Wired m a g a z in e  has a re p u ta t io n  fo r

Lists, listservs, listprocs, Majordomo or 
whatever ...

D e s p ite  th e  w o n d e r  a n d  p o w e r  o f  
th e  W o r ld  W id e  W e b  a n d  its a s to n ­
is h in g  ra n g e  o f  in fo rm a t io n ,  e -m a i l 
c o n t in u e s  to  b e  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  
In te rn e t a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  m o s t p e o p le , 
a n d  w h i le  d i r e c t  p e rs o n - to -p e rs o n  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  is u s e fu l,  y o u ' l l  
p ro b a b ly  f in d  th a t  d is c u s s io n  lis ts  
p ro v id e  th e  be s t w a y  o f  s h a r in g  y o u r  
v ie w s  w i t h  y o u r  p ro fe s s io n a l c o l ­
le a g u e s  o r  o th e r  p e o p le  w i t h  th e  
s a m e  in te re s ts .

T h e  p ro b le m  is th a t th e re  a re  a 
fe w  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f  lis ts , a n d  th e  
c o m m a n d s  fo r  o n e  ty p e  w o n 't  w o r k  
w 'ith  o th e rs . W it h o u t  g o in g  in to  to o  
m u c h  d e ta i l,  h e re  a re  a fe w  g e n e ra l 
p o in te rs , b u t  th e  be s t s in g le  t ip  is to  
s a ve  th e  in fo r m a t io n  th a t  y o u  g e t 
w h e n  to  s u b s c r ib e  to  a l is t.  Y o u 'l l  
n e e d  it  s o m e  t im e .

T h e  s im p le s t ty p e  o f  lis t is w h e re  
a c o l le c t io n  o f  e -m a i l a d d re ss e s  is 
m a in ta in e d  a t a s ite  a n d  a m a il m e s ­
sage to  th e  ' l is tn a m e ' is p ro p a g a te d  
to  a ll th o s e  ad d re sses . T o  s u b s c r ib e  
o r  u n s u b s c r ib e  to  s u c h  a lis t,  y o u  
n e e d  to  s e n d  a m e ssag e  to  th e  lis t 
o w n e r .  O f  c o u rs e , it  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  
w o r k  i f  y o u  ju s t  e n d  a 's u b s c r ib e ' 
m e ssag e  to  th e  lis t  a d d re ss  (th e  lis t 

o w n e r  w i l l  see it  a n d  a d d  y o u r  
a d d re s s  to  th e  lis t)  b u t  it 's  
m o re  p o l i t e  to  s e n d  a p e r ­
s o n a l m e ss a g e . E x a m p le s  o f  
th is  ty p e  o f  l is t  a re  catlibs, 
circlibs a n d  syslibs.

A  m o re  c o m m o n  ty p e  
o f  lis t  is k n o w n  as a 
L is ts e rv  w h ic h  uses 
s o f tw a re  a t a s ite  

w h ic h  m a y  ru n  a 
n u m b e r  o f  lis ts . T h is  s o ftw a re  

has a n u m b e r  o f  fa c i l i t ie s  to  m a n a g e  
th e  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  a lis t  (s u b s c r ib ­
in g , u n s u b s c r ib in g , d is p la y in g  m e m ­
b e rs h ip  d e ta i ls )  w i t h o u t  th e  
in te r v e n t io n  o f  th e  l is t  o w n e r .  T o

s u b s c r ib e  to  o n e  o f  th e se  lis ts , y o u  
w o u ld  ty p ic a l ly  se n d  a m essage  to  
listserv@xyz.com.au w ith  subscribe 
listname your name in  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  
m e ss a g e . S im ila r ly  to  u n s u b s c r ib e  
y o u  w o u ld  s end  a m e ssag e  to  th e  
lis ts e rv  s p e c ify in g  th e  l is tn a m e . Ex­
a m p le s  o f  lis ts e rv  lis ts  a re  PACS-L 
(a n d  m o s t o f  th e  m a jo r  U S lis ts) a n d  
collibs.

L is tp ro c  is s o f tw a re  th a t  w a s  
ba se d  o n  L is tse rv  a n d  o p e ra te s  in  a 
s im i la r  w a y . T h e  lis ts  o p e ra te d  b y  
th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  s u c h  as abn-l 
a n d  ndisd use L is tp ro c .

A n o th e r  c o m m o n  sys tem  is M a ­
jo rd o m o ,  a n d  it t y p ic a l ly  o p e ra te s  in  
s u c h  a w a y  th a t y o u  c a n  send  a s u b ­
s c r ip t io n  re q u e s t to  a l is t  a d d re ss , 
s u c h  as listname-request@xyz.com.au 
w ith  subscribe in  th e  m e ssag e . Y o u  
c a n  a ls o  se n d  th e  m e ss a g e  to  
majordomo@xyz.com.au w ith  subscribe 
Listname in  th e  m essage . W h ic h e v e r  
m e th o d  y o u  use, y o u  d o n 't  h a v e  to  
s p e c ify  y o u r  n a m e , as th e  M a jo r -  
d o m o  s o ftw a re  e x tra c ts  th is  f ro m  th e  
e -m a i l m essage.

M a n y  lis ts  a t th e  A N U  s u c h  as 
arlisanz-l a n d  asia-www-gopher- 
news-l use M a jo rd o m o .

( I f  y o u 'd  l ik e  to  k n o w  m o re  
a b o u t  L is tse rv , L is tp ro c , M a jo rd o m o  
o r  a n y  o th e r  l is t  s o f tw a re  s e n d  a 
m e ss a g e  to  majordomo@pop.psu.edu 
w ith  get tile mlm-sottware-faq in  th e  
b o d y  o f  th e  m essage.)

T h e  be s t re fe re n c e  s o u rc e  fo r  
A u s t ra l ia n  lis ts  is O z l is ts  a t http:// 
griffin. itc.gu.edu.au/gint/ozlists/ m a in ­
ta in e d  b y  L in d a  H e ro n  a t G r i f f i t h  
U n iv e r s ity .  It has d e ta i le d  in s t r u c ­
t io n s  o n  h o w  to  s u b s c r ib e  to  e a ch  
lis t.  F o r U S L is ts , see gopher:// 
info. lib. uh.edu:70/00/tools/netinfo/library 
th e  L ib ra ry -O r ie n te d  Lists a n d  E le c ­
t r o n ic  S e ria ls  a t th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
H o u s to n .

b e in g  a g o o d , p a c y  rea d  o n  N e t m a t­
te rs , a n d  e x tra c ts  h a v e  b e e n  o n  th e  
N e t fo r  s o m e  t im e .  N o w  c o m e s  
H o tW ir e d  a t http://www.hotwired.com/
b u t it 's  m o re  th a n  ju s t a n  o n lin e  v e r ­
s io n  o f  Wired.

Y o u  h a ve  to  re g is te r to  use it (a l­
th o u g h  n o  c h a rg e  is in v o lv e d )  a n d  
th e re  is d is c re e t  a d v e r t is in g .  B u t 
th e re 's  a ls o  a r e a l- t im e  c h a t  a re a  
c a lle d  T h e  P ia zz a , a n d  o th e r  c o n te n t  
in  te x t, im ag es , a n d  m o v ie s . In th e  P i­
a z z a , g u e s t s p e a k e rs  a p p e a r  f r e ­
q u e n t ly  (N e a l S te p h e n s o n , a u th o r  o f  
Snowcrash a p p e a re d  in  Janu a ry ) a n d  
m e m b e rs  ca n  ask  q u e s tio n s  th ro u g h  a 
m o d e ra to r .

O n e  o f  th e  m o re  u n u s u a l N e t re ­
s o u rc e s  lis te d  in  F e b ru a ry  is th e  
K e irse y  T e m p e ra m e n t S o rte r a t http:// 
sunsite.unc.edu/jembin/mb.pl, an  o n l in e  
q u e s t io n n a ire  b a s e d  o n  th e  M y e rs -  
B riggs  p e rs o n a lity  test. T ry  it!

More on electronic journals
In th e  S e p te m b e r inCite th e  N e w jo u r -  
L lis t, d e a lin g  w i th  e le c tro n ic  jo u rn a ls  
w a s  a d v e r t is e d . It 's  b e e n  ru n n in g  
s in c e  A u g u s t 1 9 9 3 , b u t 
la te  in  1 9 9 4  it  s ta rte d  
c ra s h in g .

It 's  n o w  b e e n  
m o v e d  to  th e  U n i ­
v e rs ity  o f  P e n n s y l­
v a n ia  w h e re  it 
ru n s  
M  a j o 
d  o  m 
s o f t w  
A n d  t
b e e n  c h a n g e d  to  N e w jo u r .

T o  s u b s c r ib e  se n d  a m e ssa g e  to  
majordomo@ccat.sas.upenn.edu w ith  a 
b la n k  s u b je c t  l in e  a n d  subscribe 
NewJour in  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  m essage . 
N o te  th a t y o u  d o n 't  p u t y o u r  n a m e  in  
th e  m essage.

F o rm e r s u b s c r ib e rs  to  N e w jo u r -L  
w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  re -s u b s c r ib e d  to  
N e w jo u r .

US new spapers on the Net
In  N o v e m b e r  la s t y e a r , th e re  w a s  a 
n e w s p a p e r  s tr ik e  in  San F ra n c is c o . 
M a n a g e m e n t a n d  u n io n s  re s p o n d e d  
b y  p u b l is h in g  th e ir  o w n  o n l in e  e d i­
t io n s  o n  th e  In te rn e t. T h e  u n io n s ' p a ­
p e r is s t ill th e re  —  th e  San F ra n c is c o  
F ree  Press a t http://ccnet.com/ 
SF_Free_Press/ b u t its last issue w a s  o n  
14  N o v e m b e r ,  w i th  th e  m a in  h e a d ­
lin e  re p o r t in g  th a t  th e  s tr ik e  w a s  o v e r . 
T h e  o th e r  n e w s p a p e rs , th e  Chronicle 
a n d  th e  Examiner a re  s t i l l  b e in g  p u b ­
lis h e d  o n  th e  N e t a t http://sfgate.com/ 
w ith  n e w s , c o lu m n is ts  a n d  c la s s ifie d s . 
T h e  s ite  ( k n o w n  as T h e  G a te )  has 
g o o d  c o v e ra g e  o f  N e t m a tte rs , w i th  
an  e x te n d e d  re p o r t  ( in  F e b ru a ry )  o f
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th e  c a p tu re  o f  e lu s iv e  h a c k e r  K e v in  
M i tn ic k .

W orld W ide W eb on the 
move
T h e  W o r ld  W id e  W e b  ( W W W )  w a s  
d e v e lo p e d  a t C E R N , th e  E u ro p e a n  
L a b o ra to ry  fo r  P a r t ic le  P h y s ic s  in  
S w itz e r la n d ,  b u t  n o w  th a t C E R N  has 
d e c id e d  to  c u t b a c k  o n  'f r in g e  d e v e l­
o p m e n ts ',  W e b  d e v e lo p m e n t  w i l l  
n o w  p ro c e e d  a t IN R IA , th e  F re n c h  n a ­
t io n a l in s t i tu te  in  c o m p u te r  s c ie n c e  
a n d  c o n t ro l.  T h e  n e w  a d d re ss  fo r  th e  
W o r ld  W id e  W e b  h o m e  p a g e  is http:// 
www.w3.org/ w ith  th e  h o s t o p e ra te d  
jo in t ly  b y  IN R IA  a n d  M IT .

T h e  W e b C o re  p ro je c t,  as th e  Eu­
ro p e a n  a c t iv it y  is n o w  c a lle d ,  w i l l  b e  
fu n d e d  b y  th e  T e le m a tic s  p ro g ra m m e  
o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  C o m m is s io n  w i t h  
E C U  1 .4  m i l l io n  o v e r  th e  n e x t 1 8  
m o n th s . T e n  to  2 0  s ta ff w i l l  ta c k le  is ­
sues s u c h  as: u p -d a t in g  s p e c if ic a t io n s  
fo r  W e b  c o m p o n e n ts ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  a re fe re n c e  c o d e , in fo rm a t io n  s e rv ­
ices  o n  th e  W e b , p ro m o t io n  a n d  d is ­
s e m in a t io n  in  E u ro pe .

T h e  tw o  p e rm a n e n t m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  W W W - te a m  a t C E R N  a re  m o v ­
in g . T im  B e rn e rs -L e e  ha s  a lre a d y  
jo in e d  M IT , a n d  R o b e rt C a ll ia u ,  w h o  
is s t ill w 'ith  C E R N , is e x p e c te d  to  m a n ­
age  th e  W e b C o re  p ro je c t  a t IN R IA .

Internet public library
T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ic h ig a n  S c h o o l o f  
In fo rm a t io n  a n d  L ib ra ry  S tu d ie s  is d e ­
v e lo p in g  th e  In te rn e t  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  
(IP L ), a n  o n l in e ,  2 4 - h o u r  p u b l ic  l i ­
b ra ry  d e s ig n e d  to  r e v o lu t io n is e  th e  
w a y  th e  w o r ld  th in k s  a b o u t  l ib r a r y  
s e rv ic e s . A m o n g  th e  f irs t  s e rv ic e s  to  
a p p e a r w i l l  be  an o n l in e  re fe re n c e  d i ­
v is io n ;  a y o u th  s e rv ic e s  d iv is io n ;  a 
u s e r e d u c a t io n  d iv is io n ;  a n d  p ro fe s ­

s io n a l se rv ice s  fo r  l ib ra r ia n s .
S c h e d u le d  to  g o  o n l in e  in  th e  b e ­

g in n in g  o f  M a rc h ,  th e  IPL w i l l  a n ­
n o u n c e  its s e rv ic e s  th ro u g h  th e  IPL 
L is tse rv . T o  s u b s c r ib e  send  an  e -m a il 
m e ss a g e  to  ipl-update-
request@sils.umich.edu w ith  subscribe in 
th e  m e ss a g e . N o te  th a t  y o u  d o n 't  
h a v e  to  s p e c ify  th e  lis t n a m e  o r  y o u r  
n a m e .

O P A C  systems sam plers
I f  y o u  w a n t  to  t r y  an  O P A C  b e fo re  
y o u  b u y , t ry  E ly te ln e t. T h ro u g h  it  y o u  
c a n  g e t te ln e t acce ss  to  m a n y  l ib ra ry  
c a ta lo g u e s  o n  th e  In te rn e t. T h ro u g h  a 
m e n u  o p t io n ,  y o u  c a n  s e le c t th e  sys­
te m  th a t  y o u  w a n t  to  c h e c k  o u t .  
H y te ln e t  is a v a ila b le  a t se ve ra l s ites, 
in c lu d in g  gopher://gopher.isnet.is/11/ 
hytelnet/sysOOO a n d  gopher:// 
liberty.uc.w lu .edu/11/internet/hytelnet/ 
sysOOO a n d  th e  sys te m s  a v a i la b le  in ­
c lu d e  C LS I, D R A , D y n ix ,  G e a c , 
IN N O P A C  a n d  m a n y  o th e rs .

List for quality discussion
T h e  N T  U n iv e r s i ty  L ib ra ry  has re ­
c e n t ly  la u n c h e d  a n e w  d is c u s s io n  lis t 
- Q u a l i t y  s e rv ic e  m a tte rs  - as p a r t o f  
its  Best P ra c tic e  in  R esea rch  In fo rm a ­
t io n  p ro je c t.  T h e  lis t serves  as a fo ru m  
fo r  a n y o n e  w o r k in g  in  a s e rv ic e  o r i ­
e n te d  o rg a n is a t io n  to  d is c u s s /s h a re  
q u a l ity  re la te d  in it ia t iv e s . T o  jo in  th e  
l is t,  s e n d  a m a il m e ss a g e  to : 
listserver@library.ntu.edu.au w ith  sub­
scribe quality in  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  m e s ­
sage.

Document delivery List
G r if f i th  U n iv e rs ity  is h o s t in g  a lis t o n  
d o c u m e n t  d e l iv e r y  as p a r t  o f  th e  
A V C C 's  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  im p ro v e m e n t 
o f  in fo rm a t io n  in fra s tru c tu re . T h e  L ist 
w i l l  e x is t o n ly  fo r  th e  li fe  o f  th e  p ro ­

g ra m  s e g m e n t, a n d  d is c u s s io n  s h o u ld  
fo c u s  o n  issues re la t in g  s p e c if ic a lly  to  
d o c u m e n t  d e liv e r y  w i th in  th e  s c o p e  
o f  th e  p ro g ra m  s e g m e n t.

T h e  U R L  http://www.gu.edu.au/alib/ 
iii/iii-home.htm is th e  a d d re ss  fo r  in fo r ­
m a tio n  a n d  d o c u m e n ts  re la t in g  to  th e  
p ro g ra m . T o  s u b s c r ib e  to  th is  lis t,  
se n d  a m essage  to : e-doc-del-
req@gu.edu.au w ith  subscribe e-doc-del 
<your name> in  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  m e s ­
sage.

Electronic journals about 
the Internet
The Internet Press is p ro d u c e d  b y  
K e v in  S a v e tz  a n d  Jo h n  H ig g in s  a n d  
p r o v id e s

( fre e  a n d  c h a rg e ­
a b le ) o n  th e  N e t a b o u t  th e  N e t.

T o  re c e iv e  a c o p y  o f  The Internet 
Press, s e n d  a m e ss a g e  to  
savetz@rahul.net w ith  send ipress in  th e  
S u b je c t lin e , a n d  n o th in g  in  th e  b o d y  
o f  th e  m e ssag e . T o  g e t p e r io d ic  u p ­
da tes , send  a m e ssag e  to  th e  sa m e  a d ­
d re ss  w i t h  subscribe ipress in  th e  
s u b je c t lin e .

W orld of the Vikings
The World of the Vikings, a re se a rch  
p ro je c t  le d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l M u s e u m  
o f  D e n m a rk  a n d  T h e  Y o rk  A rc h a e o ­
lo g ic a l T ru s t in  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  o th e r  
m u s e u m s  a n d  re s e a rch  in s t i tu t io n s  is 
n o w  o n  th e  W e b . Its H o m e  Page a t 
http://www.demon.co.uk/history/index.html 
has lin k s  to  m u lt im e d ia  in fo rm a t io n  
f ro m  th e  p ro je c t 's  C D -R O M , a n d  to  
o th e r  V ik in g  h is to ry  W e b  re s o u rc e s .*

Contributions and suggestions for this column are always welcome. Please contact Kerry Webb at 
k.webb@nlg.gov,au, or yia the ALIA National Office
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