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As th is ed itio n  o f  in C ite  
goes to the p rin te rs  we are 
in the happy  c ircum stance 

o f  having m uch  to  celebrate!
F rom  31 January  to  2 F eb ru ­

ary we saw a h ig h ly  successful 
O nline  co n fe rence  in Sydney, 
sponsored  by the ALIA In fo rm a­
tio n  Science Section, and  a tr ib ­
u te to  the  h a rd w o rk in g  
co n fe rence  c o m m ittee  led by 
E n id  R oberts.

T h en , thanks to an in itiative 
o f  the A C T  Branch and  the A C T  
G eneral C ounc illo r, Jo h n  B rude- 
nall, we learned th a t the G over­
n o r G enera l had  accep ted  o u r 
inv ita tion  to launch  A LIA ’s p ilo t 
In te rn e t service for m em bers, 
A LIA net. T h e  launch  was tim ed  
to coincide w ith  the M arch  G en ­
eral C o u n c il m eetin g  to  enab le  
m any B ranch P residents and  the 
G eneral C ouncil m em bers to a t­
te n d  th is very p restig ious occa­
sion for ou r A ssociation. V irginia 
W alsh  and  the  N a tio n a l O ffice  
found  them selves at sho rt notice 
s im u lta n eo u sly  besieged by the  
m eticu lous details o f  V ice-Regal 
p la n n in g , 11th  h o u r  te e th in g  
p roblem s w ith  A LIA net, as well 
as the dem ands o f  o u r first m ajor 
C o u n c il m ee tin g  for th e  year! 
N eedless to say, they  responded  
w ith  the m easu red  ap lo m b  and  
finesse we can now  d ep e n d  on 
from  our N atio n al O ffice.

N ext m o n th  we go in to  high 
gear w ith  ou r n a tio n -w id e  A us­
tralian  L ibrary W eek p ro m o tio n  
from  7—13 M ay. Last year’s suc­
cessful them e o f  D estination  in ­
form ation  has been expanded  this 
year to include the  sub tex t w ith  
libraries i t ’s possible. V irg in ia  
W alsh , Jo -an n e  Fuller and  the ir 
team  of lib rarian  p ro m o tio n  en ­
thusiasts have been busy bu ild ing  
on  the  success o f  last year and  
the advance plans th a t have com e

in so far from  various states are 
exciting.

O nline & on disc 95
I had  n o t a tte n d e d  an O n lin e  
C o n fe ren ce  since 1991 and  for 
m e, the co n tra st was a clear case 
o f  the  theore tical in 1991 evolv­
ing in to  the practical issues th a t 
w ere discussed in 1995. It was a 
s ta rtlin g  exam ple o f  how  far we 
have com e in such a very sh o rt 
tim e.

T h e  co n fe ren ce  had  m any 
high ligh ts, especially the conviv i­
ality  and  genu ine en thusiasm s of 
th e  keyno te  speakers w ho w ere 
obviously  happy  to mix, m ingle 
and  netw ork  w ith  the conference 
partic ipan ts.

It was h e a rten in g  to  w itness 
Ian  M c C u a llu m ’s p re se n ta tio n  
on a s ta n d ard s-b ase d  in fo rm a ­
tio n  retrieval system  because our 
expertise in in fo rm atio n  retrieval 
is second to no o th e r profession. 
L ibrarians shou ld  be leading the 
developm ent o f  standards in this 
realm  and  Ia n ’s w ork  seem s to  
in d ic a te  h e ’s try in g  to  ensu re  
th a t ’s w hat happens.

Ian H o y le’s talk on co rporate  
use o f  the  In te rn e t was in sp ira ­
tio n a l in te rm s o f  using  o n e ’s 
p ro fessiona l in itia tiv e . Reva 
B asch’s ta lk  based on her book  
Secrets o f  the super searchers, 
w h ich  shares the  tips and  tricks 
o f  o n lin e  search ing  from  23 o f  
her ‘super se a rch e r’ colleagues 
was a good catalyst for co n tin u ed  
n e tw o rk in g  am o n g  us c o n c e rn ­
ing ‘w hat w orks best w ith  w hich 
d a ta b a se ’. She, to o , m ade the 
p o in t th a t we are ch an g in g  so 
fast th a t her book, less than two 
years old, d o esn ’t use th a t w ord  
In ternet, w h ich  is sp rin g in g  o ff 
everyone’s lips these days!

As previously m en tioned , the 
h ig h lig h ts  o f  th is  con fe rence
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were m any, b u t I suppose we can 
encapsu late  them  in the  energy, 
in te rest and  en th u sia sm  for our 
lib ra ry  p ro fession  w h ich  em a­
n a ted  from  th e  sp eak ers’ dais, 
the trade exh ib ition , the  p ro d u ct 
reviews and  the  co n tin u o u s ‘n e t­
w o rk in g ’ w hich was tak ing  place 
am ong  partic ipan ts.

I t ’s the  sam e energy w hich is 
being  repeated  a round  the co u n ­
try as we all co n trib u te  to a m as­
sive co m m u n ic a tio n  n e tw o rk  
w h ich  offers u n eq u a lled  d iv e r­
sity , efficiencies and  econom ies 
o f  scale for the  A ustralian  co m ­
m unity .

A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  
A u stra lian  L ib rary  W eek  is o u r 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  collectively d em ­
o n s tra te  th a t n o b o d y  netw orks 
b e tte r  than  we do ... w ith  librar­
ies, i t ’s possible!

W e ’re in an era w hen we can 
all be proud  to be a part o f  this 
v ib ra n t p ro fession . O u r  co llec­
tive co -o p e ra tio n , expertise  and  
ab ility  to  share, is the  essence of 
o u r success. W e see it in our li­
braries, in our professional co n ­
ferences, and  in  ou r w illingness 
to  help each o ther.

A n o th er celebration  o f  sorts is 
tak ing  place in Los A ngeles this 
m o n th  as H ollyw ood  aw ards its 
O scars. T h e  film  The Shaw sank  
redem ption, up  for a swag o f  
aw ards, fea tu res ac to r T im  
R obb ins as a m ost en d e a rin g  
p rison  lib ra rian . T h ey  give him  
glasses as soon as h e’s m ade the 
prison lib rarian  —  b u t th a t’s the 
o n ly  stereo type! H e d o e sn ’t 
shush  his bo rrow ers, h e ’s c u n ­
n in g  co n c e rn in g  p ro b lem s w ith  
his acquisitions budget, and  h e ’s 
a dynam o o f  tenac ity , in itia tiv e  
and  en thusiasm  for the job . N o  
m a tte r  w here the  O scars g o ...  
i t ’s a w in for librarians!


