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Nuclear info system
An IA EA -sponsored project for the A sia-Pacific region

The A ustralian N uclear Sci­
ence and  T echnology  O r­
ganisation (AN STO ) is the 

national centre for d istributing  in­
form ation on in ternational devel­
opm ents in nuclear science and for 
in form ing  the in ternational com ­
m unity  o f  nuclear science develop­
m ents in Australia. A N S T O ’s 
inform ation specialists were closely 
involved in the setting up o f  the 
In terna tional A tom ic Energy 
Agency’s (IAEA) International N u ­
clear In fo rm ation  System (IN IS) 
and contribu ted  input to the INIS 
database since January 1970. Over 
the years the A N ST O  library has 
bu ilt an effective L ibrary system, 
and kep t pace w ith technological 
change involving the acquisition  
and dissem ination o f inform ation 
for a national nuclear organisation. 
Its in fo rm ation  specialists were 
called upon  to  provide technical 
assistance and expert advice to the 
IAEA on IN IS-related  m atters. 
U nder the auspices o f  the IAEA, 
A ustralia, th rough  A N S T O , has 
actively supported  various p ro ­
grams for research, developm ent 
and training related to nuclear sci­
ence and  technology in the Asia- 
Pacific region.

A new project has been 
launched  aim ed at establish ing a 
regional system o f nuclear in for­
m ation  resources w ith in  the re­
gion. A t the end o f April 1994, an 
Expert Advisory G roup  m et in 
N ew  D elhi to discuss the nature 
and objectives o f  the proposed ’nu­
clear in fo rm ation  system ’ project 
and the means o f im plem enting it. 
D elegates included in fo rm ation  
specialists from  Australia, Bangla­
desh, C hina, India, Indonesia, Ja­
pan, Korea, M alaysia, M ongolia, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, V ietnam  and 
the IAEA. A ustralia was repre­
sented by its INIS liaison officer, a 
m em ber o f  the A N S T O  library 
team.

As a result o f the two-day meet­
ing, a w orking plan was drawn up 
in response to the expressed needs 
o f the delegates. It was agreed that 
each participating  country  w ould 
con tribu te  to the effective im ple­
m entation  of the project, and as a

first step, a m apping o f the existing 
nuclear in form ation resources o f  
each nation w ould be carried out. 
This will assist in the process o f ac­
cessing each o th e r’s in form ation  
sources and prom ote the m ore effi­
cient utilisation o f  resources. Re­
lated activities envisaged included: 
training in various aspects o f infor­
m ation services; facilitating access 
to full-text docum ents and transla­
tions; exchange o f  the libraries

launch
riends o f Libraries Australia 
(FOLA) was officially 
launched by Justice Kirby at 

a function  in the Q u een ’s H all, 
State Library o f Victoria, on Friday 
9 Decem ber 1994.

Michael Kirby, the official Pa­
tron o f FOLA, has a long-standing 
concern for libraries, and a strong 
belief in their im portance in a 
dem ocratic society. H e did  no t 
hesitate to give his time to FOLA, 
despite his extensive com m itm ents 
in m any areas o f  law and hum an 
rights, both nationally and in terna­
tionally.

W hen  launching FOLA, he 
emphasised the im portant role that 
libraries play in a free society —  by 
em powering the com m unity  w ith 
knowledge, and housing m aterial 
that gives the com m unity  an ongo­
ing sense o f identity and history.

FOLA was form ed in February 
1994 to:
• encourage and assist the form a­

tion o f Friends o f Library groups 
in Australia.

• prom ote the developm ent o f ex­
cellent library services for all 
Australians.

• provide a representative voice for 
Friends o f Library groups.

• prom ote public awareness o f the 
existence o f Friends o f Libraries 
groups and the services and sup­
port they provide.

Friends o f Library (FOL) 
groups are a relatively recent phe-

journal title lists as well as gu id ­
ance for the establishm ent of an e- 
mail network. It was also agreed 
that in order to be effective, such a 
program m ust have a long-term  ra­
tionale and develop a long-term  
strategy based on im proved consul­
tation w ith possible recipients so as 
to gain a better appreciation  o f 
their needs, capabilities and objec­
tives.
Mary Huxlin, INIS liaison officer

nom enon on the Australian library 
scene. In 1984, a m ere 20 FO L 
groups were operating in Australia. 
By 1994 140 groups exist w ith 
more appearing all the time. FOLA 
has been created to act as an um ­
brella organisation, giving a united 
national voice to these smaller or­
ganisations.

FO L groups encourage com ­
m unication between the com m u­
nity and the library; prom ote use 
o f the library; enhance the social, 
cultural and educational role o f the 
library; p ro tect and  encourage 
sources o f  funding; and  assist in 
the developm ent and m aintenance 
o f library services for the entire 
com m unity.

FOLA is very grateful for the 
donations given by the following 
foundation  sponsors: U lverscroft 
Large Print; Australian Large P rint 
Audio & Video; Southern  Scene; 
Baker & Taylor International; M a­
son’s Book Centre; B H W alsh & 
Son; James Bennett; Auslib Press; 
and Isis Publishing.

FOLA is happy to welcom e 
new members. If you w ould like to 
help Friends help libraries by be­
com ing a m em ber or a sponsor, 
write to Friends o f  Libraries Aus­
tralia Inc, PO  Box 436, 
T ullam arine Vic 3043. All m em ­
bers receive a quarterly newsletter 
and invitations to all official func­
tions.

Jeanette O 'C onnor

FOLA national


