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T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  is 
k e e n  to  fo cu s  on  O n e  

N atio n , W o rk in g  
N atio n  a n d  C re a t iv e  

N atio n  in its p o l icy  
p ro p o sa ls .  N o n e  o f  

th e se  can  b e  
a c h ie v e d  w ith o u t  th e  

in fo rm ed  nation.

C anberra is a hive o f  activity. 
W h a t follows is a peek at 
the local political scene.

T h e  Federal G overnm en t is 
preparing for the M ay budget and 
there is m uch com petition for the 
lim ited funding available as Fiscal 
policy is further tightened and as 
attem pts are made to reign in the 
current account deficit. T he G ov
ernm ent is facing additional diffi
culty in fram ing its budget because 
this will be the last budget before 
the election and it is a challenge to 
w in the affection o f the voters 
w hen you have just increased their 
taxes. N onetheless, the in fo rm a
tion superhighw ay is still under 
construction  and it is hoped that 
the political rhetoric on  this issue 
will be m atched by the allocation 
o f  resources to support this thrust. 
W e are certainly w orking towards 
this goal. A full repo rt on the 
Budget will be included in the 
April in C ite—  watch this space.

T he election of John  H ow ard 
as Leader o f  the O p p o sitio n  has 
brought additional vitality to the 
political scene and to the proceed
ings o f the Australian Parliam ent.

B oth H ouses of P arliam en t 
have been meeting. O n  9 February 
in the Senate, the D epu ty  Presi
den t advised his colleagues o f  the 
increasing dem and for public elec
tronic access to parliam entary m a
terials. H e explained th a t the 
parliam entary  departm en ts had 
been conducting  a pilot service of
fering electronic access for C o m 
m onw ealth  agencies, S tate and  
T erritory  parliam ents to a range o f 
parliam entary  materials and con 
cluded that ‘...o n e  o f the evalua
tion  group recom m endations is 
likely to be tha t public access to 
parliam entary  m aterials be p ro 
vided through public libraries and 
com m unity  inform ation networks 
to individuals via the In te rn e t’. 

D uring the recently held A C T

elections, the A C T  B ranch o f 
ALIA effectively organised a lob
bying cam paign aim ed at giving a 
high profile to library issues. 
Policy sta tem en ts issued during  
the cam paign have picked up on 
m any o f  these issues, specifically 
the construction  o f  programs pro
viding com m unity  access to  digi
tised in fo rm ation  th rough  the 
public library network.

ALIA  conferences
In the affairs o f  ou r Association, 
this year —  falling as it does be
tween years in which our biennial 
conference is held —  is often re
ferred to as the ‘off-conference 
year’. T h is is clearly a m isnom er 
given the quan tum  o f conference 
activity. There is definitely som e
th ing  for everyone in all library 
sectors —  and we are talking big, 
professionally organised events 
here.

T he Online &  On Disc confer
ence was held for the seventh tim e 
at the end of January and, to ac
com m odate the dem and for places 
by delegates and exhibitors, it was 
held at A ustralia’s largest confer
ence venue —  D arling  H arbour in 
Sydney. 1 300 delegates witnessed 
one o f  the m ost com prehensive 
displays o f  inform ation ‘high-tech’ 
ever held in Australia.

The huge and ongoing success 
o f  this event is a tribu te  to the 
com m itm ent and experience o f  the 
In fo rm ation  Science Section of 
our A ssociation. T his g roup has 
enjoyed con tinu ity  in the person
nel of its conference p lann ing  
com m ittees and, by ho ld ing  the 
event in Sydney, has capitalised on 
the advantages offered by one geo
graphical site, especially when that 
site is purpose-built for events o f 
this size and popularity.

A nother reason for the success 
o f  the O nline &  On Disc confer
ence is the critical im portance of

m odern technology in m eeting the 
inform ation needs o f  our com m u
nity. T his is an issue critical to the 
future o f libraries and inform ation 
services in each library sector. T o  
be assured o f  the deserved and 
co n tin u in g  status as the skilled 
custodians and providers o f infor
m ation, the librarian, library tech
nician and  all o thers w orking 
w ithin the sector m ust be capable 
o f  understand ing  how  new tech
nologies can provide the m echa
nism  for delivering inform ation in 
the m ost effective form at. W e 
m ust be prepared to dem onstrate 
the cost-effectiveness o f  such an 
approach and continue to display, 
in a very public way, the relevance 
o f  in fo rm ation  to the econom ic 
and social w ell-being o f  our na
tion. T he G overnm ent is keen to 
focus on One nation, Working na
tion  and Creative nation  in its 
policy proposals. N one  o f  these 
can be achieved w ith o u t the in 
form ed  nation. Online &  On Disc 
has dem onstrated  the im portance 
o f  such a focus.

It is becom ing increasingly ap
parent that the staging o f ALIA con
ferences is dem anding a more 
professional approach to site selec
tion and event management. H ap
pily, all our Conference committees 
are recognising this and are respond
ing in such a way that we will see, 
over the remainder o f this year, an 
excellent array of conferences that 
will satisfy the dem ands o f the li
brary and inform ation sector for 
professionally-delivered and well- 
constructed professional develop
m ent opportunities.

C ongratu la tions to the In fo r
m ation  Science Section on co n 
d u ctin g  such a successful event. 
For m ore in fo rm ation  abou t 
upcom ing ALIA events (if you are 
still deciding on your conference 
activities) please con tac t the N a
tional Office. ■


