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A u s t r a l i a n  l i b r a r i e s  p a g e

M
ark Nearhos of the ANU has 
done a lot of work to de­
velop an up-to-date page on 
Australian Libraries. He dis­
covered that the standard 
lists developed overseas 
were out of date, and de­

cided to produce a more current serv­
ice. His pages are organised by State 
and Territory, and provide links to in­
formation servers and catalogues for 
each organisation. The catalogue links 
also specify login and password instruc­
tions where necessary.

The page's URL is http:// 
info.anu.edu.au/ozlib/ozlib.html.

One of the new links available 
through Mark's page is to the ACT Libr­
ary Service. All you have to do is con­
nect to the State Library of Victoria 
catalogue, select Victorian Public Libr­
ary catalogues from the main menu and 
then Technilib. The ACTLS is included 
in the Technilib list.

O nline  new sp ap ers
A recent story in PC W eek  reported that 
the full text of the New York Times and 
the W all Street Journa l can be 
downloaded daily into your electronic 
mailbox free of charge. It's hard to get 
details of this, but Mark Nearhos sup­
plied the URL of The E lectron ic  Tel­
egraph, the online version of the 
London  D a ily  Telegraph  (http:// 
www.telegraph.co.uk).

It's great. The Home Page offers the 
main sections of the paper —  front 
page, world news, sport, city news, 
home news and features. You can even 
send e-mail letters to the editor. The 
subordinate pages typically have a few 
lines for each story, with links to the 
complete stories. And if you think the 
Australian press has been uncharitable 
to the visiting English cricketers, it's in­
structive to read what's being said back 
home. There is an archive of previous 
issues, going back to early November 
when the service started. And there are 
also advertisements (which you can 
click on if you choose) mostly for com­
puter companies and Internet-related 
services.

According to the instructions on the 
registration page, to use the service you 
need to register through a forms-based 
Web client such as Netscape, Mosaic 
2, Chimera, emacsWWW or MacWeb.

I tried Lynx to register and 
that works fine. For anyone 
who doesn't have Web ac­
cess on their own system, 
you can use the National 

Library's Lynx service by 
tel netting to
w w w .n la .g o v .au  
and following the 

login instructions.

There is a limit on the number of con­
current users, so if you don't get 
through first time, try later.

Books about the Net
There's a new book out, which is get­
ting very good reviews. It's M anaging  
Internet information services, published 
by O 'Reilly and Associates (which 
sounds like a drinking club, but obvi­
ously isn't). Its emphasis is not on using 
the Internet, but on how to install, run 
and manage Internet resources. Its US 
price is $29.95, which appears very 
reasonable.

For more information on Internet 
books, there is The unofficial Internet 
book list, produced by Kevin M Savetz. 
The document is posted twice each 
month on a number of Usenet 
newsgroups, including
a l t . i n t e r n e t . s e r v i c e s ,  
misc.books.technical and
news.answers. It's also avail­
able by anonymous ftp 
from AARNet at 
ftp.aarnet.edu.au/ 
p u b / g u i d e s /  
booklist.txt and 
you can also have it 
delivered by e-mail by sending 
the following message to mail- 
server@rtfm.mit.edu send Usenet/ 
news.answers/inlernet-services/book- 
list.

The document (which is around 87 
kilo bytes long) has an alphabetical list 
of Internet books, upcoming titles, pub­
lisher and ordering information, and the 
different ways to get the document.

N ew  A ARN et charges
The November 1994 issue of the 
AARNet Newsletter contains a report 
on the new AARNet charging structure 
to be applied from 1 January 1995. 
While Affiliate members will continue 
to be based on the bandwidth of their 
communications link to the nearest 
AARNet hub and remain at their 1994 
rates, universities and the CSIRO will 
pay an annual subscription plus vol­
ume-based charging for information ac­
cessed on international networks. These 
charges will apply only to information 
coming into Australia —  not to informa­
tion supplied by Australian services to 
the world.

AARNet has also endorsed a Value 
Added Reseller (VAR) program. VARs 
will provide access to the Internet for 
those organisations without the need or 
the funds to establish their own AARNet 
link. This means that you can expect to 
see a whole lot of new suppliers adver­
tising Internet services.

Electronic green journal
The E lectron ic green jou rn a l (ISSN: 
1076- 7975) is produced by the Univer­

sity of Idaho. It is a professional ref­
ereed publication devoted to dissemi­
nating information concerning sources 
on international environmental topics. 
As environmental issues frequently 
cross national borders, the journal en­
courages the international sharing of 
environmental expertise. It serves com­
munities as an educational environ­
mental resource, and includes both 
practical and scholarly articles, bibliog­
raphies, reviews, editorial comments, 
and announcements.

The journal is available via gopher, 
World Wide Web, ftp or by subscrip­
tion. To subscribe, send an email mes­
sage to MAJORDOMO@UIDAHO.EDU 
with the following in the body of the 
message: subscribe egj your_email_address.

The gopher is at 
gopher.uidaho.edu (menu 
choice: University of Idaho 
Electronic Publications)

The W W W  URL is http:// 
g o p h e r . u i d a h o . e d u / 1 /  
U l_gopher/l i brary/egj/.

For anonymous ftp the ad­
dress is ftp.uidaho.edu (direc­

tory: pub/docs/publications/EGJ.
Note that GIF files must be ftp-ed in bi­
nary mode.

Baffled by the acronym s?
For those who don't know their IMHO 
from their BTW, help is at hand. There's 
an acronym database maintained by 
Peter Flynn at University College, Cork 
in Ireland. This searchable list of over 
13 000 acronyms is obviously not lim­
ited to those that we use for brevity in 
e-mail, but covers many disciplines. But 
there's more! The server also has a list 
of unsuccessful searches —  those 
which people have asked for, but are 
not on the database. If you like, you can 
scan this list to see if you can recognise 
any 'unknown' acronyms, and then 
submit your suggestion from the Web 
page. It's yet another example of the 
cooperative nature of the Internet.

The URL for the database is http:// 
w w w .  u c c . ie /i n f o /ne t /a c r ony ms /  
acro.html.

N ew  m ag azin es
Steve Cisler of Apple, a well-known Net 
citizen, recently posted favourable re­
views of two new magazines that deal 
with Internet matters.

.net, Future Publishing Ltd, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon, BA1, 
2BW , United Kingdom. UK price: 12 is­
sues £19.95 ; Europe £38.95; Rest of 
known world: £67.95.

According to Steve, this is aimed at 
UK readers, with the advertisements 
and ftp archives based in that country. 
Their Web page is at http:// 
www.futurenet.co.uk/home.html
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IN TER@ CTIVE W EEK , 100 Quentin 
Roosevelt Road, Garden City, NY 
11530. To subscribe to the printed ver­
sion, you need to convince the pub­
lisher that you qualify. But the online 
version is reachable through http:// 
www.interactive-week.zitf.com where 
you can also scan summaries of previ­
ous issues.

It appears to cover wider matters 
than the Internet, including DC-ROM 
and video services, telecommunica­
tions policy issues, and electronic bank­
ing. To see if you qualify for 
subscription, you can 
send a mail message to 
72002.1567@compuserve.com.

W W W
docum ents v ia  
e-m ail
For users with access only to electronic 
mail, documents from W W W , ftp and 
gopher servers can be retrieved (provid­
ing you know the complete document 
name), by sending commands to 
listproc@wwwO.cern.ch.

If you are an X.400 user, you can 
send an X.400 message to: /c=au/ 
a=telememo/p=oz.au/o=aarn/dt=rfc- 
822/dv=listproc@www0.cern.ch and in 
the body of the message put 'w ww ' fol­
lowed by the URL of the document.

For example, the S I Panel Report in 
Word for Windows format on the Na­
tional Library's ftp server can be re­

trieved by sending the message: www 
ftp ://em ail.n la .g o v .au /g o v/s ip ane l/ 
report2.doc.

To obtain a copy of the CERN Help 
File send 'help' in the body of a mes­
sage to listproc@wwwO.cern.ch.

W in d o w s and  TCP/IP  for 
Internet access
This is the latest version of a document 
prepared by Harry M Kriz of Virginia 
Tech. It was first released in Novem­
ber 1993 and several version were pub­

lished throughout 
the following year. 

It covers 
g e n e r a l  
t e c h n i c a l  
i n f o r m a -  

tion on Inter­
net services, but also 

describes how to find and in­
stall specific products such as Cello, 
Mosaic and Netscape.

If you want an overview on how to 
use Windows products on the Net, it is 
highly recommended.

A plain text version of the complete 
document is available by anonymous 
ftp from: nebula.lib.vt.edu in directory/ 
pub/windows/winsock under filename

wtcpip06.asc. A hypertext version is 
available at: http://learning.lib.vt.edu/ 
wintcpip/wintcpip.html.

M ore on resource guides
In a previous column, there was a re­
port on the G u ides to Internet R e­
sources  prepared by students at the 
School of Information and Library Stud­
ies at the University of Michigan. 11 
new guides to Internet resources are 
now available in HTM L, as well as 
ASCII formats. They are available via 
the Clearinghouse for subject-oriented 
Internet resource guides, which now 
contains over 160 topical guides to the 
Internet.

The URL for the Clearinghouse is: 
http ://http2 . s i l s . u m ic h  ,ed u/~ lou/ 
chhome.html.

If you check the Students Travel 
G uide  and look under Australia, you'll 
find entries for only two cities —  Ips­
wich and Sydney. There'll be more 
about Ipswich in a future column.

A LIA  on the net
Work is continuing on the ALIA 

Internet connection, which should be 
operational in February.

Contributions and suggestions for this column are always welcome. 
Please contact Kerry Webb at k.webb@nla.gov.au, 

or via the ALIA National Office

F E R N T R E E
C O M P U T E R  C O R P O R A T IO N

We know not all libraries 
have the same automation 
needs - thats why Ferntree

offers you a choice.

O C E L O T
for those wanting a DOS solution.

Voyager
for those needing the power of 

UNIX.

Ferntree Computer 
Corporation Limited

A .C .N . 006 995 893

Melbourne: (03) 562 7028 
Free Call: (008) 33 5067

or Fax: (03) 543 3671

STOP THIEVING!!
w ith  MicroTag
L ib r a r y  S e c u r ity  S y s te m s

N OW  O FFERIN G  OUR N EW  M AGNETIC  
SYSTEM  FOR FU LL C IR CU LA TIO N

THEY’RE EFFECTIVE...
The MicroTag Security Systems have a documented record of 
reducing book losses by an average of 80-90% by offering the 
latest in radio frequency and electromagnetic technologies.

THEY’RE SIMPLE...
By far the most trim, least complicated of all existing systems to 
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is quick, 
easy and very economical.

THEY’RE RELIABLE...
No embarrassment due to false alarms. An alarm means an 
attempted book theft. Excellent detection.

Put a

to
BOOK THEFT  

IN YOUR 
LIBRARY

THEY’RE INEXPENSIVE...
W e market these systems to be within the budget of every 
library or media centre.

Phone MicroTag now for an obligation free quote:

Melbourne (03) 525 2757 Canberra (06) 2816940
Sydney (02) 398 9088 Brisbane (07) 376 5124
Perth (09) 276 4056 Adelaide (08) 270 1553

For all other areas phone I -800 339 473 (freecall)

M icro T a g
S e c u r ity  S y s te m s  (A u s t)  P ty . Ltd .
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