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Special
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Section (WA)

T he year started with a bang
with the annual icebreaker
held at the Department of

Minerals and Energy library. Al-
ways a hit, this year's icebreaker
featured the fine foods we have all
become accustomed to at Specials
functions, and interesting talk by
the librarian and the opportunity
to take a good look at the library.

In March the section con-
ducted a questionnaire to find out
the kinds of professional develop-
ment, training and functions
wanted by special librarians, the
times most suitable and how spe-
cial librarians heard of forthcom-
ing events. New technology and
the internet were singled out as
the two areas of most interest.

The committee followed up
on this by providing Snapshots of
the internet. Over three weeks in
July participants visited three li-
braries to look at what was avail-
able from commercial internet
service providers and to see dem-
onstrations of the current usage of
the net.

Following on from this, an
Electronic showcase was held at
Curtin University on 1 December,
where participants were able to
see the range of CD-ROMs and
other electronic and on-line serv-
ices available at the TL Robertson
iibrary. This was a good opportu-
nity for special librarians with lim-
ited budgets to look at a large
range of services.

One of the major milestones
this year has been the establish-
ment of various committees to be-
gin work on the Specials, Law and
Health librarian's conference to
be held in Perth in 1997. Specials
have been working with the
Health and Law librarian's groups
to work towards an integrated
conference under our trusty leader
and conference chair, Irene Nutt.

Specials section has been as
busy as always this year. Other
events included an engineering
and geoscience Sundowner,
monthly library visits, an informa-
tive presentation held at the Aus-
tralian Stock Exchange, a breakfast
seminar on copyright and elec-
tronic services with Nancy Honig
from Dialog, and a talk by Phil
Teece on industrial relations and
enterprise bargaining.

Susanna Rogers

inCite

CYSS (WA)

| n Western Australia the Children's
and Youth Services Section (CYSS)
organised several successful events
during 1995.
In February the section organised
a forum for Assistant and Young Peo-
ple's librarians working in public li-
braries on issues arising from award
restructuring. This provided an oppor-
tunity for librarians to exchange expe-
riences on broad-banding, enterprise
bargaining issues, and anomalies that
have arisen in the local authorities.
To celebrate Hans Christian
Andersen's birthday the section or-
ganised a visit to Fremantle publisher
Plantagenet Press followed by lunch
at Santorinis Restaurant in Fremantle.
In June the section was fortunate
to be able to host an evening lecture
by visiting Canadian Academic
Ronald jobe. Professor Jobe currently
lectures in children's literature and
teacher librarianship at the University
of British Columbia and is a past
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president of the International Board
on Books for Young People.

A very successful workshop to
provide ideas for displays and activi-
ties for Children's Book Week was
held in July. Sessions included dis-
play ideas, booktalking the shortlist,
and reader's theatre.

The ACM in November was fol-
lowed by a seminar on Promoting lit-
erature in your library. This focused
on literature promotion to primary
school aged children.

The second edition of Survival
Guide, which provides a host of rel-
evant contacts and information for li-
brarians working with children and
young adults in Western Australia,
was published in 1995. A brochure ti-
tled Ever thought of becoming a
young people's librarian? was pro-
duced for distribution to student li-
brarians.

Sue North,
Vice-president

Acquisitions Section (NSW)

F our main events were planned
and organised by the Acquisitions
Section, NSW Group for 1995.

These included Acquisitions basics,

E-journals, Re-engineering technical

services, and an acquisitions work-

shop.

The year began with Acquisitions
basics, an informative seminar that
introduced the processes of acquisi-
tions work in libraries and related
fields specifically targeted to those
who were new to acquisitions work.
Acquisitions basics has been held be-
fore and has always been successful
— this year was no exception.

A post conference seminar Get-
ting a handle on E-journals was
jointly organised by the Acquisitions
Section, NSW group and the Cata-
loguing Section, NSW group. Topics
covered in the seminar included cur-
rent developments in the electronic

journal market, issues for libraries, fu-
ture directions and case studies. This
is a subject of imminent importance
for libraries and there was consider-
able discussion during question time.

The third event was also organ-
ised jointly by the two groups. The
speaker was Arnold Hirshon and the
topic was Re-engineering technical
services.

To finish the year a workshop ex-
amining various management direc-
tions and their implications in
libraries was held. It has been a busy
year for the active participants of the
group and next year promises to be
just as busy. The two functions with
the Cataloguing group were a great
success — we hope to continue or-
ganising joint activities in the new
year.

Dimitria Dess
Vice-president

Announcing Inmagic DB/TextWorks
Textbase software with integrated image management for Windows

* Records management
* Library management
* Legal applications

CALL TRIMAGIC SOFTWARE - Authorised Dealer & Training Centre
for a FREE demo disk. Ph: (02) 413 1799 Fx: (02) 413 1710



