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Now available...
ationa l guidelines fo r  hos­
p i ta l  libraries is the sec­
ond edition of the well 

known N a tio n a l m in im u m  stand­
ards fo r  hospital libraries, initially 
published in 1988.

An expert committee of ALIA, 
chaired by Paul Davies, compiled

O v e r th e  p a s t fe w  m o n th s  
m e m b e rs h ip  s ta ff in  th e  N a ­
t io n a l O f f ic e  h a v e  b e e n  
lo o k in g  a t w a y s  o f  re s p o n d ­

in g  to  s o m e  o f  th e  c o m m e n ts  a n d  
s u g g e s tio n s  m a d e  b y  m e m b e rs  a n d  
o f f ic e  beare rs  o f  th e  A s s o c ia tio n  d u r ­
in g  th e  yea r.

Y o u  w i l l  see a fe w  c h a n g e s  in  
th e  n e w  y e a r:
•  m e m b e rs h ip  fees  c a n  b e  p a id  in  

q u a r te r ly  o r  h a lf - y e a r ly  in s ta l­
m e n ts .

•  th e  m e m b e rs h ip  a p p l ic a t io n  fo rm  
is c u r re n t ly  b e in g  re v ie w e d . A  
n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e rs  a re  a ss is ting  
us to  e n s u re  th a t  th e  fo r m  is as 
user f r ie n d ly  as p o s s ib le  b e fo re  it  
is p u t in to  g e n e ra l use.

•  th e  Acquisitions n e w s le tte r  c a n

these standards to be useable 
across the various health and hos­
pital systems in this country. The 
guidelines are deemed to represent 
the minimum acceptable levels for 
effective and efficient operation of 
hospital libraries.

They are to be read as comple-

n o w  b e  p u rc h a s e d  fro m  th e  N a ­
t io n a l O f f ic e  as p a r t o f  y o u r  m e m ­
b e rs h ip  re n e w a l i f  y o u  a re  n o t  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  s e c t io n , b u t in te r ­
ested in  th e  issues.

•  w e  h a ve  ju s t c o m p le te d  th e  in s ta l­
la t io n  o f  a n e w  f i l in g  s ys te m , 
w h ic h  has im p ro v e d  acce ss  to  
m e m b e rs  f ile s . W e  a re  h o p in g  th a t 
it w i l l  a lso  re d u c e  th e  a m o u n t o f  
t im e  it  ta ke s  to  p ro ce ss  re n e w a ls .

A ll  th ese  ch a n g e s  a re  d e s ig n e d  to  
im p ro v e  o u r  se rv ice s  to  m e m b e rs . If 
y o u  h a ve  a n y  c o m m e n ts  o r  sugges­
t io n s  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  C a ro ly n  
C h e rre tt.  I f  y o u  a re  in te re s te d  in  
m a k in g  use o f  th e  n e w  q u a r te r ly  p a y ­
m e n t o p t io n  p le a se  c o n ta c t  G il l ia n ,  
P a tr ic ia  o r  S h a ro n  in  th e  N a t io n a l 
O ff ic e .  w

mentary to the standards in the ac­
creditation guide issued by the 
Australian Council on Healthcare 
Standards. They amplify in precise 
and relevant detail what are at best 
general prescriptions in the ac­
creditation guide.

The volume is easier to use 
than many comparable overseas 
guides, and derives its authority 
from best practice in contempo­
rary Australian hospital libraries. A 
table is provided to determine, at 
current time, the budget, facilities, 
staffing, space and collections ap­
propriate to each institution.

The guidelines are designed for 
Australian conditions, and take ac­
count of the similar but varied ad­
ministrative arrangements made 
for health care in different states.

As a concise, direct and flexible 
guide to hospital library standards, 
it is hard to imagine a better one.

N a tio n a l guidelines fo r  hospital 
libraries 2nd ed. Canberra, ALIA 
1995, $10 including p&p to 
members, $15 to non-members.

Ian Stubbin
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Access the world's largest 
electronic search network for old, 

rare and out-of-print books

Free 6 m onth  trial 
subscrip tion

for academics, researchers, university 
staff, librarians and book collectors, 

but only for a limited period.

Send e-mail to:
bibquest@ ozem ail.com .au

with personal contact details 
or phone/fax to ...

Freecall 1800 067 877
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It’s  a buoy!
If you're drowning 
in work, Co-op 
has just the line 
to save you...

M eet 'Co-op Online'
A free search and ordering facility 
available just for libraries. Access Co-op 
Online via AARNET, ILANET, 
AUSTPAC or direct dial. You can 
"search our shelves" and browse 300,000 
bibliographic records -  Check out price 
and availability and order directly 
online without delay. Over 500 libraries 
-  big and small -  are already regular 
users.

Call us now  to get your password!

80 Bay Street, B roadway NSW 2007 
Book Orders -  Tel: +61 (02) 325 9700 
Subscriptions -  Tel: +61 (02) 325 9722
Free call:1 800 222 762 • Fax: +61 (02) 325 9701 
INTERNET: N C O O P@ SLIM .SL.N SW .G O V.AU
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