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White pages on the net
W h ile  th e y 're  n o t o f fe r in g  

an  in te rn e t  e -m a i l d i r e c ­
to r y  (y e t) , T e ls t ra  d o e s  
h a v e  a v e ry  im p re s s iv e  
te le p h o n e  White pages 
s e rv ic e  a t http:// 
www.whitepages.com.au/

Y o u  g e t a c l ic k a b le  m a p  to  s e le c t 
th e  s ta te  o r  te r r i to r y  fo r  y o u r  s e a rc h , 
a n d  a re  th e n  p ro m p te d  fo r  a fa m ily  
n a m e , b u s in e s s  n a m e  o r  g o v e rn m e n t 
a g e n c y  n a m e . T h e  s e a rc h  w i l l  re tu rn  
th e  e n tr ie s  w h ic h  m o s t c lo s e ly  m a tc h  
y o u r  s e a rc h . F u tu re  e n h a n c e m e n ts  
w i l l  in c lu d e  e -m a il a d d re sse s , lo c a l­
it y  m a p s  a n d  m u l t i l in g u a l  t r a n s la ­
t io n s .

T h e re  is a ls o  a l in k  to  th e  Telstra 
yellow pages, w h ic h  w o r k s  p re t ty  
w e l l ,  e x c e p t th a t w h e n  I d id  a s e a rc h  
fo r  c o m p a n ie s  in  C a n b e rra  w h o  p ro ­
v id e d  in te rn e t  s e rv ic e s , I w a s  g iv e n  a 
lo n g  lis t o f  t i l in g  a n d  p la s te r in g  c o n ­
tra c to rs .  T h e  l in k  is n 't  im m e d ia te ly  
o b v io u s .

N ational L ib rary of 
Singapore
Y o u 'l l  f in d  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra r y  o f  
S in g a p o re  a t http://
www.livewire.ncb.gov.sg/library/main.html 
w h e re  y o u  c a n  g e t a lis t o f  n e w  a c ­
q u is it io n s  a n d  s e a rc h  th e  o n l in e  c a ta ­
lo g u e , as w e l l  as f in d in g  o u t  a b o u t  
th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry 's  o th e r  s e rv ice s . 
T h e  c a ta lo g u e  a l lo w s  k e y w o rd  
s e a rc h in g  in  th e  t i t le ,  b u t  n o t  a b b re ­
v ia te d  c a ll n u m b e rs , so  th e re 's  n o  v i r ­
tu a l s h e lf  b ro w s in g .  A p a r t  f ro m  th a t, 
it 's  a u s e fu l s e rv ic e .

NT university lib ra ry  on 
the w eb
C h r is t in e  R u z ic  a t N T U  re p o r ts  th a t 
th e y 'v e  f o l lo w e d  th e  la u n c h  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry 's  w o r ld  w id e  w e b  
h o m e  p a g e  a t http://www.ntu.edu.au/li- 
brary/  w i t h  a p u b l ic  a c c e s s  te r m in a l 
fo r  in te rn e t s e a rc h in g  u s in g  n e ts c a p e . 
T h e  lib ra r y  w o rk s ta t io n  is b e in g  p ro ­
v id e d  s o le ly  to  s u p p o r t  e d u c a t io n a l 
use  o f  th e  in te rn e t  —  n o  e -m a i l,  
g a m e s  o r  M U D s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  o r  
p o s s ib le  g iv e n  th e  l im ite d  a v a i la b i l i t y  
o f  th e  s e rv ic e .  W o r k  is a lr e a d y  in  
p ro g re ss  to  in c re a s e  th e  s c o p e  o f  th e  
w e b  pa ge s  a n d  re d ire c t  a l l O P A C  te r ­
m in a ls  o n to  th e  in fo r m a t io n  
s u p e rh ig h w a y

Lib rary job netw ork
T h e  l ib r a r y  jo b s  n e tw o r k  is a n e w  
w o r ld  w id e  w e b  s ite  la u n c h e d  b y  th e  
in fo r m a t io n  r e c ru i tm e n t  a g e n c y , L i­
b ra ry  L o c u m s  a t http://www.libjobs.com/ 
libjobs/ T h e  s ite  ha s  in fo r m a t io n  o n  
c u r r e n t  jo b  v a c a n c ie s  f r o m  th e  L i­
b ra ry  L o c u m s ' o f f ic e s  in  S y d n e y , 
C a n b e rra , B r is b a n e  a n d  M e lb o u rn e .  
E m p lo y e rs  c a n  a ls o  re g is te r th e ir  jo b s  
o n l in e  b y  c o m p le t in g  th e  s ite 's  jo b  
fo r m .  T h e re  is a n o th e r  p a g e  c a lle d

Who's looking for work w h ic h  is a 
s e le c t io n  o f  th e  b e s t c a n d id a te s  a v a i l ­
a b le  in  S y d n e y , C a n b e r ra , B r is b a n e  
a n d  M e lb o u rn e .  Y o u  c a n  a ls o  see a 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  s a la ry  s u rv e y , w i t h  
in fo rm a t io n  o n  s a la r ie s  p a id  in  d i f fe r ­
e n t c o u n tr ie s  a n d  in d ic a t io n s  o f  w h a t  
q u a l i f ic a t io n s  th e  b e s t c a n d id a te s  c a n  
o ffe r .

Free m edicine new sletter
Medicine on the net, a n e w  m o n th ly  
n e w s le tte r  f ro m  C O R  H e a lth c a re  R e­
s o u rc e s  c o v e rs  m e d ic a l re s o u rc e s  o n  
th e  in te rn e t a n d  h o w  h e a lth  c a re  p r o ­
fe s s io n a ls  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a re  u s ­
in g  th e  n e t in  p a t ie n t  c a re . F o r a fre e  
s a m p le  issu e , s e n d  a n  e -m a i l m e s ­
sage w i t h  y o u r  n a m e  a n d  s n a il m a il 
a d d re ss  to  m o tn @ c o rh e a lth .c o m  Y o u  
c a n  s e n d  e d ito r ia l c o m m e n ts /s u g g e s -  
t io n s  to  engstrom@a.crl.com

A ustralian  G overnm ent 
publications
O z -g o v p u b s -L  is a d is c u s s io n  g ro u p  
fo r  a n y o n e  in te re s te d  in  g o v e rn m e n t 
d o c u m e n ts  in  A u s t r a l ia n  l ib ra r ie s .  
C o m m o n w e a lth ,  s ta te  a n d  o v e rs e a s  
g o v e rn m e n t  p u b l ic a t io n s  a re  to  b e  
c o v e re d  a n d  f r o m  a ll a s p e c ts  o f  l i -  
b ra r ia n s h ip . It is an  u n m o d e ra te d  lis t 
o p e n  to  a l l .  It is a d m in is te re d  b y  
S usan L it t le  a t M o n a s h  U n iv e rs ity .

T o  s u b s c r ib e  to  th e  l is t  s e n d  a 
m a il m e s s a g e  to
Mailserv@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au c o n ta in ­
in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  m e ssa g e  (re ­
m e m b e r  to  le a v e  
th e  s u b je c t  l in e  
b la n k )  Subscribe oz- 
govpubs-L your name 
T o  p o s t a m e ssag e  
to  th e  lis t,  s e n d  it 
to  Oz-govpubs-L@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au

M etadata, and  w h y  it's 
important
T e rry  K u n y , w h o  ru n s  th e  IF L A  lis t, 
ha s  c o m p i le d  a n u m b e r  o f  d o c u ­
m e n ts  a b o u t  m e ta d a ta  fo r  a n  IF L A  
p a g e . It has  a n u m b e r  o f  in te rn e t  
R FC s ( re q u e s t fo r  c o m m e n ts )  a n d  
in te rn e t  D ra fts  o n  th e  c u r re n t  g ro u p  
o f  U n iv e rs a l R e s o u rc e  id e n t i f ie r s  
m e ta d a ta  p ro p o s a ls ,  d o c u m e n ts  o n  
C N R I h a n d le s , W H O IS  + + ,  IA F A  
te m p la te s , th e  O C L C  m e ta d a ta  w o r k ­
s h o p , a n d  so  o n .

Y o u  c a n  f in d  it  a t  http://www.nlc- 
bnc.ca/ifla/services/metadata.htm a n d  it 
w i l l  b e  u p d a te d  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e .

And w h at a re  these UR 
things a n y w a y ?
Stu W e ib e l f ro m  O C L C  has p ro v id e d  
th e  fo l lo w in g  s u m m a ry  o f  a th e  c u r ­
re n t  p la y e rs  in  th e  U n iv e r s a l R e­
s o u rc e  f ie ld :

A  U R L  ( U n i f o r m  R e s o u rc e  
L o c a to r)  is a lo c a t io n  p o in te r  —  th in k  
o f  it  as th e  s p in e  la b e l —  it te lls  y o u

( th e  c l ie n t  s o ftw a re , a c tu a lly )  w h e re ;  
to  g e t th e  o b je c t .  U R L s  are  p re t ty -  
m u c h  in  p la c e  a n d  s ta b le  ( th e y 'r e ;  
b a k e d ), th o u g h  th e  s ta n d a rd  w i l l  u n ­
d e rg o  a d ju s tm e n ts  fo r  v a r io u s ;  
p ro to c o ls  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e .

U R N s  ( U n i f o r m  R e s o u rc e ! 
N a m e s ) a re  n o t an  a g re e d  u p o n  te c h ­
n o lo g y  a t th is  p o in t  in  t im e  ( th e y 'r e '  
h a lf  b a k e d ) ,  th e  c o m m u n it y  is a p ­
p r o a c h in g  s o m e th in g  re s e m b lin g  
c o n s e n s u s , a n d  I b e lie v e  th e  n e x t 
th re e  to  s ix  m o n th s  w i l l  w itn e s s  s e r i­
o u s  p i lo t  p ro je c ts  fo r  th e  a s s ig n m e n t, 
m a in te n a n c e ,  a n d  re s o lu t io n  o f  
U R N s . T h e  g o a l o f  U R N s  is to  p ro ­
v id e  a g lo b a l ly  u n iq u e ,  lo c a t io n - in ­
d e p e n d e n t ,  p e rs is te n t n a m e  fo r  a 
re s o u rc e  th a t  w i l l  b e  less p ro n e  to  th e  
fa ilu re s  n o w  e n c o u n te re d  w ith  U R Ls 
as re s o u rc e s  a re  re o rg a n is e d  o r  
m o v e d . T h e  c u r re n t  c o r re la te  in  th e  
p a p e r  w o r ld  m ig h t  b e  a n  IS B N  o r  
L C C N . T h e re  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be m o re  
th a n  o n e  U R N  s c h e m e s , a t le a s t a t 
f irs t.

U R C s  ( U n i f o r m  R e s o u rc e  C h a r ­
a c te r is t ic )  re fe r  to  a n y  d e s c r ip t iv e  
d a ta  o n e  m ig h t  s to re  a b o u t  re s o u rce s . 
N o  o n e  e v e n  ag rees w h a t  th e  in g re ­
d ie n ts  s h o u ld  be , th o u g h  fro m  th e  l i ­
b ra ry  p e rs p e c t iv e ,  U R C s  c a n  b e  
th o u g h t  o f  as c a ta lo g u in g  re c o rd s . In 
fa c t, th is  n o t io n  w i l l  n e e d  to  b e  e x ­
p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  d e s c r ip t io n  th a t is 
n o r m a l ly  n o t  fo u n d  in  c a ta lo g u in g  
re c o rd s  to d a y  ( te rm s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  
o f  use is o n e  p o s s ib le  e x a m p le ) .

C o l le c t iv e ly ,  U R L s , U R N s , a n d  
U R C s  a re  re fe rre d  to  as U n ifo rm  R e­
s o u rc e  Id e n t if ie rs .

A lso  from O C LC  ...
O C L C  is r u n n in g  a n  e x p e r i­

m e n ta l d a ta b a s e  o f  in te rn e t re s o u rce s  
u n t i l  th e  e n d  o f  M a rc h  1 9 9 6  th ro u g h  
th e  in te rn e t  re s o u rc e s  c a ta lo g u in g  
p ro je c t .  T h e  p ro je c t  in v o lv e s  l ib r a r ­
ia n s  b r in g in g  th e ir  e x p e r t is e  to  th e  
c re a t io n  o f  a d a ta b a s e  c re a te d  in  a c ­
c o rd a n c e  w i t h  A A C R 2 R , w i th  th e  in ­
fo r m a t io n  in  M A R C  ta g g e d  f ie ld  8 5 6 , 
so  th a t  th e  re c o rd s  c a n  b e  in c lu d e d  in  
lo c a l,  re g io n a l a n d  n a t io n a l b ib l i o ­
g ra p h ic  sys te m s.

In fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  p ro je c t ,  in ­
c lu d in g  h o w  y o u  m a y  p a r t ic ip a te  c a n  
b e  fo u n d  a t http://www.oclc.org/oclc/man/ 
catproj/catcall.htm

A sia-Pacific  W W W  
conference
T h is  w a s  h e ld  in  S y d n e y  f r o m  1 9 -  
21 S e p te m b e r , in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i t h  
th e  a n n u a l c o n fe re n c e  o f  th e  A u s tra l­
ia n  U n ix  users  g ro u p , a n d  fe a tu re d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  s p e a ke rs  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
in  a t th e  s ta r t o f  th e  b ig  d e v e lo p ­
m e n ts , l ik e  G e o f f  H u s to n  ( fo rm e r ly  o f 
A A R n e t) ,  T im  O 'R e i l ly  o f  O 'R e i l ly  
a n d  A s s o c ia te s , R o b e r t  C a i l l ia u  o f 
C E R N  (w h e re  th e  w e b  w a s  in v e n te d )

http://www.whitepages.com.au/
http://www.livewire.ncb.gov.sg/library/main.html
http://www.ntu.edu.au/li-brary/
http://www.ntu.edu.au/li-brary/
http://www.libjobs.com/
mailto:motn@corhealth.com
mailto:engstrom@a.crl.com
mailto:Mailserv@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
mailto:Oz-govpubs-L@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/ifla/services/metadata.htm
http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/ifla/services/metadata.htm
http://www.oclc.org/oclc/man/
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a n d  Jo se p h  H a rd in  o f  N C S A  a t th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I l l in o is  w h e re  M o s a ic  
w a s  d e v e lo p e d .  It 's  im p o s s ib le  to  
s u m m a r is e  th e  w h o le  c o n fe re n c e ,  
b u t  o n e  th e m e  w h ic h  w a s  o b v io u s  
w a s  th e  c o n c e rn  th a t m a n y  spea ke rs  
h a d  a b o u t  th e  c h a n g in g  n a tu re  o f  
w e b  d e v e lo p m e n ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  
n e ts c a p e  im p le m e n t in g  e x te n s io n s  to  
th e  H T M L  s ta n d a rd .

T h is  is a re a l p ro b le m  as m a n y  
s ites  a re  c re a t in g  th e ir  pages w ith  th e  
la te s t v e rs io n s  o f  n e ts c a p e  in  
m in d ,  ig n o r in g  th a t  a la rg e  
n u m b e r  o f  users d o n 't  h a ve  
th e s e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  
b ro w s e r ,  a n d  m a n y  in  fa c t 
a re  s t i l l  u s in g  c h a ra c te r -  
b a s e d  in te r fa c e s  s u c h  as 
L y n x .

T h e  p a p e rs  f ro m  th e  c o n ­
fe re n c e  c a n  b e  re a d  a t http:// 
www.csu.edu.au/special/conference/ 
apwww95

I
^0

A  collection of lib rary  
resources
B o b  B o c h e r o f t h e  W is c o n s in  D e p a r t­
m e n t o f  P u b lic  In s tru c t io n  has p u t  to ­
g e th e r  a c o l le c t io n  o f  a ro u n d  1 5 0  
re s o u rce s  o f  in te re s t to  l ib ra ry  p e o p le , 
in  th e  a re as  o f  g e n e ra l re fe re n c e  re ­
s o u rc e s , e le c t r o n ic  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  
p e r io d ic a l re s o u rc e s , g o v e rn m e n t re ­
s o u rc e s , s e a rc h  e n g in e s  a n d  so  o n .  
T h e  U R L  is http://www.state.wi.us/agen- 
cies/dpi/www/lib_res.html

G ood  Elf to W G LSI!
T h e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry 's  w o r k in g  g ro u p  
o n  l ib r a r y  s y s te m s  in te r c o n n e c t io n  
(W G L S I)  has  b e e n  m e e t in g  s in c e  
1 9 8 6  a n d  p r o v id in g  a fo ru m  to  d is ­
cuss  m a tte rs  to  d o  w i th  l ib ra ry  a u to ­
m a t io n .  T h e  m e e t in g s  h a v e  b e e n  
h e ld  r o u g h ly  tw ic e  a y e a r, u s u a lly  
a ro u n d  A L IA , O n l in e  a n d  V A L A  c o n ­
fe re n c e s . In fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  pa s t

a c t iv it ie s  o f  W G L S I ( in c lu d in g  th e  
w o rk  o f  S ta n d a rd s  A u s tra lia  c o m m it ­
te e  IT /1 9 w h ic h  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  
th ro u g h  W G L S I)  c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t http:/ 
/www. n la .gov.au/lis/stndrds/grps/wglsi/ 
wglintro.html

A t its  la s t m e e t in g  in  S e p te m b e r, 
th e  G r o u p  d e c id e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  
n a m e  to  th e  E le c tro n ic  L ib ra r ie s  Fo­
ru m  (ELF). T h is  re c o g n is e s  th a t  th e  
p re v io u s  n a m e  is s o m e w h a t d a te d  as 
in te rc o n n e c t io n  is n o w  a  fa c t  o f  life , 
a n d  m a tte rs  c o n c e rn in g  a ll a s p e c ts  o f  

e le c t r o n ic  l ib ra r ie s  h a v e  b e e n  th e  
m a in  c o n c e rn  o f  th e  g r o u p  fo r  
s o m e  t im e . T h e  fu tu re  a c t iv it ie s  o f  

th e  F o ru m  w i l l  b e  c h r o n ic le d  a t 
http://www.nla.gov.au/lis/stndrds/grps/elf/

Com m onw ealth financial 
transactions
T h is  set o f  in fo rm a t io n  m o n ito rs  th e  
p ro g re s s  o f  th e  B u d g e t th ro u g h  th e  
y e a r a n d  re p o rts  o n  o u t la y s , re v e n u e  
a n d  d e f ic it /s u rp lu s  a g g re g a te s . It a p ­
pe ars  m o n th ly  a n d  c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t 
http://www.nla.gov.au/finance/pubs/cft/ I t 's  
in  A d o b e  A c ro b a t  fo r m a t ,  b u t  y o u  
c a n  g e t th e  re a d e r s o ftw a re  fre e  fro m  
http://www.adobe.com/Software.html

Byron Shire Council 
elections on the internet
T h e  B y ro n  S h ire 's  c o m m u n ity  w o r ld  
w id e  w e b  m a g a z in e ,  Planet Byron 
WebZIne p ro v id e d  c o m p re h e n s iv e  
s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t  
e le c t io n s  in  S e p te m b e r.

T h e re  w a s  a f u l l  r e p o r t  o n  th e  
n e w  'a b o v e  th e  l in e '  v o t in g  s y s te m  
a n d  an  in te ra c t iv e  b a llo t  fo rm  w h ic h  
a l lo w e d  users  to  h a v e  a p ra c t ic e  
v o te . T h is  s h o w e d  th e  p re fe re n c e s  
f lo w  as d e f in e d  b y  th e  g ro u p s  a n d  
c a n d id a te s . T h e  s p e c ia l 'F le c t io n  e d i­
t io n '  fe a tu re d  th e  c a n d id a te s ' v ie w s  
o n  a ra n g e  o f  issues in c lu d in g  th e  fu ­
tu re  o f  n e w  m e d ia  te c h n o lo g ie s ,  s u ch

as th e  in te rn e t, in  th e  B y ro n  S h ire  a n d  
th e  re g io n . It a ls o  c o n ta in e d  a n  in -  
d e p th  c o v e ra g e  o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  
p u b l ic  fo r u m  h e ld  o n  2 6  A u g u s t  a t 
th e  B y ro n  B ay  B e a c h  H o te l.  A n  in ­
s ta n t fe e d b a c k  fa c i l i t y  v ia  e le c t r o n ic  
m a il w a s  a v a i la b le  so  users c o u ld  e x ­
p re ss  th e ir  v ie w s  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  to  
th e  d e m o c ra t ic  p ro ce ss .

Planet Byron WebZine is located 
at http://www.om.com.au/planet_byron

LISW A  online
E a r ly  in  S e p te m b e r  th e  n e w  p u b l ic  
in te r fa c e  fo r  th e  L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a ­
t io n  S e rv ic e  o f  W e s te rn  A u s t r a l ia  
(L IS W A ) w a s  la u n c h e d . It's  th e  p u b ­
l ic  fa c e  o f  th e ir  n e w  c o m p u te r  sys­
te m , w h ic h  t h e y 'v e  b e e n  p la n n in g  
a n d  im p le m e n t in g  o v e r  th e  la s t tw o  
y e a rs . T h e  w e b  in te r fa c e  has a d e ­
ta i le d  g u id e  to  L IS W A 's  s e rv ic e s  a n d  
fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  a w e b -b a s e d  f r o n t  e n d  
to  L IS W A 's  c a ta lo g u e .  A  fe a tu re  o f  
th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  w a s  th e  e x te n ­
s ive  u s e a b il ity  te s tin g  th a t  th e y  u n d e r ­
to o k ,  a n d  it s h o w s ! A p a r t  f r o m  v e ry  
h e lp fu l  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  s e rv ­
ice s  th a t  th e y  o f fe r ,  th e re  a re  pa ge s  
w h ic h  e x p la in  h o w  th e  m o u s e  w o rk s  
a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n  m o v e  a ro u n d  th e  
s c re e n . Y o u 'l l  f in d  th e  w e b  in te r fa c e  
a t http://www.iiswa.wa.gov.au T e ln e t  a c ­
cess to  th e  c a ta lo g u e  o n ly  is a v a i la b le  
a t innopac.liswa.wa.gov.au

D ream  on
T h e  o p t im is m  p r iz e  th is  m o n th  go es  
to  S im o n  V a n d o re ,  w r i t i n g  in  th e  
4  O c to b e r  issue o f  P C  week. FJe says:

'T h e  w e b  is n o w  f u l ly  in d e x e d  
a n d  s e a rc h a b le  f ro m  m a n y  lo c a t io n s , 
m e a n in g  th e  in te rn e t  n o  lo n g e r  d e ­
s e rv e s  its  r e p u ta t io n  as a ta n g le d  
m ass o f  h a rd - to - f in d  in fo rm a t io n . '

N o t  q u ite  y e t, b u t  w e 'r e  w o r k in g  
o n  it. m

C ontributions a n d  suggestions for this colum n a re  a lw a y s  w elcom e. P le a s e  c o n ta c t K erry W e b b  a t  
k .w eb b @ n la .g o v .au , or via th e  ALIA N a tio n a l O ffice , in c ite @ alia .o rg .au
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