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phe forum of 
fhe internet society
[The f i rs t  is su e  o f  The IS O C  Forum, 
th e  in te rn a t io n a l e le c t r o n ic  p u b l ic a ­
t io n  o f  th e  in te rn e t  S o c ie ty  ha s  b e e n  
p u b l is h e d .  Y o u  c a n  re a d  it  a t  h t tp : / /  
W W W .isoc.org o r  y o u  c a n  a r ra n g e  fo r  
i t  to  b e  d e liv e re d  b y  s e n d in g  a m e s ­
s a g e  to  e d ito r@ is o c .o rg  w ith  IS O C  
F O R U M  in  th e  s u b je c t  l in e  a n d  
y o u r  n a m e  a n d  e - m a i l  a d d re s s  in  
th e  b o d y  o f  th e  m e s s a g e .

T h is  issu e  c o n ta in s  a n u m b e r  o f  
s to r ie s , n o te s  o n  n e w  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  
a n d  n e w s  a b o u t  th e  In te r n e t  S o c i­
e ty .  O n e  s to ry  fe a tu re s  a 's t a t is t i ­
c a l l y  d e fe n s ib le  s u r v e y  o f  in te r n e t  
u s e rs ' b y  O 'R e i l l y  a n d  A s s o c ia te s ,  
w h ic h  fo u n d  th a t  w o m e n  m a k e  u p  
a h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  u se rs  (3 4  p e r  
c e n t)  th a n  has  b e e n  e s t im a te d  in  th e  
p a s t a n d  th a t  4 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  in te r n e t  
u s e rs  w o r k  in  c o r p o r a t io n s  w i t h  
1 0 0 0  o r  m o re  e m p lo y e e s .

IS O C  Forum w i l l  a p p e a r  t w ic e  
m o n th ly .

NISC
T h e  N a t io n a l In fo r m a t io n  S e rv ic e s  
C o u n c i l  (N IS C ) w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  
th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  G o v e r n m e n t  as 
a re s u lt  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  r e c e n t  e n ­
q u ir ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t  o f  th e  
B ro a d b a n d  S e rv ic e s  E x p e r t  G r o u p  
(B S E G ). It is a h ig h - le v e l  a d v is o r y  
b o d y  c o m p r is in g  le a d e rs  in  A u s t r a l­
ia 's  in fo r m a t io n  in d u s tr ie s .  U n f o r t u ­
n a te ly  th e  c o u n t r y 's  l ib r a r ie s  a re  n o t  
d i r e c t ly  r e p re s e n te d ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  
h a v e  a  f r ie n d  a t  c o u r t  in  A l i s o n  
C ro o k ,  th e  fo r m e r  S ta te  L ib r a r ia n  o f  
N S W .

T h e  a g e n d a  p a p e rs  fo r  th e  f i r s t  
m e e t in g  o f  th e  N IS C  c a n  b e  fo u n d  
at http://www.nla.gov.au/pmc/nisc/ 
aug95/nisc1.html

I t 's  fa r  b e t te r  to  s u s p e n d  d e l iv e r y  
o f  y o u r  l is t  m a il i f  y o u  a re  g o in g  to  
b e  g o n e  fo r  a p r o lo n g e d  p e r io d  o f  
t im e ,  b y  u s in g  th e  P O S T P O N E  o r  
N O M A I L  c o m m a n d .  C h e c k  w i t h  
th e  l is t  t o  se e  w h a t 's  th e  c o r r e c t  
c o m m a n d .

CA U L
T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  A u s t r a l ia n  U n iv e r ­
s ity  L ib ra r ia n s  (C A U L )  ha s  a H o m e  
P a g e  a t  http://www.anu.edu.au/caul/ 
p r o v id in g  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  C A U L ,  
its  m e m b e rs h ip  a n d  its  a c t iv it ie s .

Proposed g lobal 
lib ra ry  tour
P a u l E v a n  P e te rs  o f  th e  C o a l i t io n  fo r  
N e tw o r k e d  I n fo r m a t io n  (C N I )  is 
c u r a t in g  a n  e x h ib i t  n e x t  y e a r  fo r  th e  
N e w  Y o rk  P u b lic  L ib ra r y  in  its  c e n ­
te n n ia l  y e a r .  The global library e x ­
h ib i t  w i l l  fe a tu re  'A  g u id e d  to u r  o f  
th e  w o r ld  w id e  w e b  o f  in fo r m a t io n , '  
w i t h  a w id e - r a n g in g ,  b o th  t o p ic a l ly  
a n d  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly ,  s e le c t io n  o f  in ­
f o r m a t io n  re s o u rc e s  a n d  s e rv ic e s  
c u r r e n t ly  a v a i la b le  o n  th e  in te r n e t  
a n d  a c c e s s ib le  th r o u g h  th e  w o r ld  
w id e  w e b .

P a u l w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  a n y  s u g ­
g e s t io n s  o n  w e b  s ite s  th a t  h e  c o u ld  
fe a tu re ,  o r  te c h n o lo g ie s ,  re s o u rc e s , 
a n d  s e rv ic e s  th a t  a re  n o t  re a d y  ju s t  
y e t,  b u t  c o u ld  fo r m  p a r t  o f  a p r e ­
v ie w  o f  c o m in g  a t t r a c t io n s .  H e  c a n  
b e  re a c h e d  a t paul@cni.org

IFLA-L has m oved
T h e  In te r n a t io n a l F e d e ra t io n  o f  L i­
b r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n s  a n d  In s t i tu t io n s

m a i l in g  l is t  IF L A -L , ha s  m o v e d  to  a 
n e w  h o m e ,  a t  IFLA-L@infoserv.nlc- 
bnc.ca I f  y o u  a re  c u r r e n t ly  a s u b ­
s c r ib e r ,  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  to  
r e s u b s c r ib e  to  th e  l is t .  Y o u r  s u b ­
s c r ip t io n  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  a u to m a t i ­
c a l l y  t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  th e  n e w  
lo c a t io n .  It h a s  a ls o  u n d e r g o n e  a 
fe w  c h a n g e s . Its n o w  ( l ig h t ly )  m o d ­
e ra te d ,  a n d  s o m e  l is t  fu n c t io n s  ( in ­
c lu d in g  s u b s c r ip t io n )  c a n  b e  
a c c e s s e d  th r o u g h  th e  W e b  a t http:// 
www.nlc-bnc.ca/cgi-bin/ifla-lwgate/

N etsurfer tools
T h is  is a n e w  e - z in e  b r in g in g  n e w s  
a b o u t  o n l in e  t e c h n o lo g y  to  t e c h n i ­
c a l p ro fe s s io n a ls  a n d  o th e r s  in te r ­
e s te d  in  k e e p in g  c u r r e n t  o n  n e tw o r k  
to o ls .  T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  in fo r m a ­
t io n  is a b o u t  th e  W e b  w i t h  a s p r in ­
k le  o f  re la te d  u t i l i t ie s .  T h e  a d d re s s  is 
http://www.netsui1.com/nst/ a n d  y o u  
c a n  g e t  i t  b y  e - m a i l  ( in  te x t  o r  
H T M L  v e rs io n s )  b y  s e n d in g  a  m e s ­
s a g e  to  nstools-request@netsurf.com 
w i t h  subscribe nstools-text o r  sub­
scribe nstools-html in  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  
m e s s a g e .

W W W  for corporate  
inform ation system s
In  th e  la s t inCite c o lu m n ,  w e  p r o ­
v id e d  in fo r m a t io n  th a t  p ro v e d  to  b e  
in c o r r e c t .  I f  y o u  w a n t  to  s u b s c r ib e  
to  th e  l is t  w h ic h  c o v e rs  th e  use  o f  
W W W  fo r  c o r p o r a te  in f o r m a t io n  
s y s te m s , s e n d  th e  f o l l o w in g  
m e s s a g e  to  Majordomo@sgs- 
thomson.it subscribe www-cis your- 
email-address ■

C o n trib u tio n s  a n d  s u g g e s tio n s  fo r th is  c o lu m n  a re  a lw a y s  w e lc o m e . 
P le a s e  c o n ta c t  K e rry  W e b b  a t  

k .w e b b @ n la .g o v .a u , or v ia  th e  A L IA  a t  in c ite @ a lia .o rg .a u

A little note of netiquette
F h e re  a re  s o m e  n e a t e - m a i l  f a c i l i t ie s  
w h ic h  e n a b le  y o u  to  r e p ly  to  m e s ­
sages w h e n  y o u ' r e  g o in g  to  b e  
a w a y  f r o m  th e  o f f ic e  fo r  a w h i l e ,  
t h e s e  w i l l  a u t o m a t ic a l ly  s e n d  a 
m e s s a g e  s a y in g  s o m e th in g  l ik e  
T h a n k s  fo r  y o u r  m e s s a g e , b u t  I 'm  
^ o in g  to  b e  o n  h o l id a y s  fo r  t w o  
w e e ks , b u t  I ' l l  g e t b a c k  to  y o u  w h e n  

r e tu r n ' .  A l l  v e r y  p o l i t e  a n d  
r ie n d ly ,  e x c e p t  th a t  i t  c a n  
a la y  m e r r y  h e l l  w i t h  th e  
is ts  t o  w h ic h  y o u  s u b ­
s c r ib e . I f  y o u r  h o l id a y  
m essage  g o e s  b a c k  to  th e  
is t in  re s p o n s e  to  
e v e ry  p o s t in g  
h a t  y o u  re ­
v i v e ,  it  w i l l  e i-  
h e r  b o u n c e  
ir o u n d  to  a l l  m e m -  
aers i f  i t 's  a n  u n m o d e r a te d  
is t, o r  e ls e  it  w i l l  a n n o y  th e  m o d ­
era tors .

Surfing 
the net

Darwin

Carole Metcalf, 
President of the 

WA Library 
Technician 

Section caught 
'surfing the net' at 

the Techs at the top 
conference (and you 
thought that the surf 
was small in Darwin 
at this time of year I)
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