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I FLA 9 5
T he v e n u e  fo r  th e  1 9 9 5  c o n fe r ­

en ce  o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a ! Federa­
t io n  o f  L ib ra ry  A s so c ia tio n s  an d  
In s titu t io n s  (IFLA) w as  Is ta n b u l, 
T u rk e y . A  b u s tlin g  c ity  o f  12 m i l ­

lio n  p e o p le  s p ra w le d  across th e  c o n t i­
nents o f  A s ia  and  Europe, Is tanbu l is an 
am a lg a m  o f  th e  v e ry  o ld  and  th e  v e ry  
n e w  fro m  e v e ry  p e rs p e c tiv e . T h e  
S w isso te l, th e  lo c a tio n  o f  m o st c o n fe r ­
en ce  sessions, rep resented th e  la test in 
fiv e -s ta r  lu x u ry  w ith  e x p a n s iv e  v ie w s  
fro m  its s ite  o n  th e  E uropean sho re  o f  
th e  B osphorus  across th e  w a te rs  to  A s ia . 
T h e  jo u rn e y  fro m  th e  S w isso te l to  th e  
fa m o u s  p a la c e  o f  th e  s u lta n s  —  
T o p k a p i —  fo r  a re c e p tio n  o n  th e  firs t 
n ig h t c o m b in e d  th e  p leasures and  p e r­
ils o f th e  roads o f B an gkok , th e  h is to ry  
o f R om e and  th e  ro m a n c e  o f  Paris. W e  
d in e d  on  th e  shores o f  th e  B o sp h o ru s  
and  la te r a d jo u rn e d  to  th e  A ya  Iren i —  
C h u rc h  o f  S a in t Ire n e  —  b u i l t  in  th e  
s ix th  c e n tu ry , fo r  a re c ita l b y  s o m e  
m e m b ers  o f  th e  Is tanbu l S y m p h o n y  O r ­
chestra .

Is ta n b u l has s o m e th in g  fo r  e v e ry ­

o n e . T h e re 's  th e  s p e c ta c u la r ly  o rn a te  
H a re m  in th e  T o p ka p i Palace —  ho m e  
fo r u p  to  3 0 0 0  c o n c u b in e s  o f  th e  Sul­
tan ; th e  Pera Palas H o te l w h e re  A ga tha  
C h r is tie  re s id e d  w h ile  w r it in g  M u rd e r  
on  th e  O r ie n t Express; th e  C ove red  Ba­
zaar w ith  its m y ria d  a lle y w a y s  and  v e n ­
do rs  o f  g o ld , le a th e r, c a rp e ts  an d  so 
m u c h  m o re ; m osques  o n  e v e ry  b lo c k  
w ith  th e ir  a m p lif ie d  m u e z z in  c a ll in g  the 
Turks to  p ra ye r and th e re 's  th e  m useum  
o f th e  W h ir l in g  D erv ishes. There  is litt le  
d o u b t th a t th e  a llu re  o f Is tanbu l ge ne r­
ated th e  b iggest ever tu rn o u t fo r  an IFLA 
c o n fe re n ce  b u t th e  2  6 0 0  de legates  had 
to  squeeze th e ir  to u r is t a c tiv it ie s  in to  a 
busy c o n fe re n ce  p ro g ra m  w h ic h  is the  
real p u rpo se  o f  th is  report.

T h e  firs t m a jo r  task o f  th e  c o n fe r ­
en ce  w as to  a tten d  th e  m e e tin g  o f  the  
IFLA C o u n c il w h e re  e le c tio n s  w o u ld  be 
he ld  to  f i l l  vaca nc ie s  on  th e  E xecu tive  
B oa rd . W a rre n  H o rto n , D ire c to r  G e n ­
era l o f  the  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia , 
has he ld  a p o s itio n  on  th e  B oard  s ince 
1991 and w as a c a n d id a te  fo r re -e le c ­
t io n  at th is  m e e tin g . W a rre n , u n fo r tu ­

n a te ly , w as  u n a b le  to  
a tte n d  th e  Is ta n b u l 
c o n fe re n c e  be ca use  
he w a s  re c e iv in g  
m e d ica l tre a tm e n t and 
w as  a d v ise d  b y  his 
d o c to rs  n o t to  tra v e l. 
T h is , I soon  d is c o v ­
e re d , w a s  n o t ju s t a 
g re a t d is a p p o in tm e n t 
fo r  W a rre n , b u t w as 
th e  s u b je c t o f  m u c h  
reg re t b y  o th e r  m e m ­
bers o f  th e  E x e cu tiv e  
B oa rd  a n d  th e  m a n y  
supporte rs  W a rre n  has 
ga in ed  d u r in g  his p a r­
t ic ip a t io n  in th e  m a n ­
a g e m e n t o f  IFLA. It is 
te s tim o n y  to  th is  w id e ­
spread regard  fo r  W a r ­
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ren th a t, in  h is absence , he  w as  e lec ted  
fo r  a fu r th e r  te rm  o n  th e  B oa rd . W e  
n o w  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  W a rre n 's  c o n t in ­
ued  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in IFLA  a n d  w e  are 
d e lig h te d  th a t A u s tra lia  can  m a in ta in  its 
h ig h  in te rn a tio n a l p ro f i le  in  th is  fo ru m .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  sess ions w e re  e x ­
te ns ive , v a rie d  in  c o n te n t and  v a r ia b le  
in  q u a l ity .  P re s e n ta tio n s  c o v e re d  th e  
g a m u t o f  lib ra ry  se c to rs  a n d  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l in te rests . F rom  A L IA 's  p e rsp e c ­
t iv e , th e re  w a s  a sess ion  o n  th e  
m a n a g e m e n t o f  l ib ra ry  a s so c ia tio n s . 
S u b je c ts  ra n g e d  fro m  id e n t ify in g  an d  
m e e tin g  m e m b e r needs to  th e  v a lu e  o f 
b u ild in g  a W o r ld  W id e  W e b  site. Th is  
session c o u ld  ha ve  b e n e fite d  fro m  the 
p ro v is io n  o f  t im e  fo r  d is c u s s io n  b e ­
tw e e n  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts  an d  th e  presen t­
ers a n d  I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th is  w i l l  be 
c o n s id e re d  in th e  s c h e d u lin g  o f  th is  ses­
s ion  at fu tu re  c o n fe re n ce s . The sessionAbove: Reception room at Topkapi Palace

IFLA Study tour 1 9 9 6
ALIA is organising a study tour to Beijing for next year's conference. In addition to the IFLA program we are 
developing a program of tours and events with the assistance of AIMA Training and Consultancy Services which 
will be professionally rewarding for all who participate. At this stage we anticipate visiting Hong Kong, Shanghai 
and Beijing. The total cost for the 14-day study tour which runs from 17-31 August 1996 (IFLA 25-31 August) 
including airfares, accommodation, most meals, tours and IFLA conference registration will be about $5 000,

For further information regarding the study tour please contact Sue Ridout at ALIA National Office on
(06) 285 1877, e-mail sue.ridout@alia.org.au or complete this form and return it to Sue at National Office, 
PO Box E441, Queen Victoria Terrace ACT 2600.

Yes I am  in terested  in a tte n d in g  th e  B eijing study to u r in August 1 9 9 6 . Please send m e m o re  details  
w h en  they are  ava ilab le .

name:

address:

phone: fax:

e-mail:

mailto:sue.ridout@alia.org.au
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o n  lib ra r ie s  a n d  m a rk e tin g  w a s  so 
p o p u la r  th a t th e  roo m  o v e rf lo w e d . U n ­
fo r tu n a te ly  no  p ro v is io n  w as m a de  fo r 
tra ns la to rs  and s ince  tw o  o f  the  papers 
w e re  d e liv e re d  in F rench, m a n y  p a r t ic i­
pa n ts  re m a in e d  ig n o ra n t o f  th e ir  c o n ­
te n t. In th is  session th e re  w as  ge ne ra l 
s u p p o rt fo r  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  m a rk e tin g

Above: View along the Bosphorus

p r in c ip le s  in  p ro g ra m s  to  p ro m o te  l i ­
b ra rie s . H o w e v e r  o n e  m e m b e r o f  th e  
a u d ie n c e  gave an e m o tio n a l re c ita tio n  
d e p lo r in g  th e  use o f  th e  'm a rk e t in g  
m ix ',  e s p e c ia lly  th e  c o n c e p t o f  'p r ic e ',  
in p u b lic  lib ra rie s . Because serv ices  are 
free, th e  a rg u m e n t w e n t, p r ic e  is n o t re l­
eva n t. N eed less  to  say, th is  in te r je c tio n  
ge n e ra te d  som e  in te re s tin g  e x ch a n g e s  
b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts . O th e r  ses­
s ions c o ve re d  s p e c ia lis t p ro fe ss io n a l a c ­
t iv it ie s  an d  th e  v a r io u s  lib ra ry  sectors . 
As e x p e c te d , th e re  w a s  th e  p e rv a s iv e  
th e m e  o f  a d a p tin g  to  th e  c h a n g e s  
w ro u g h t by  e v o lv in g  in fo rm a tio n  te c h ­
no lo g ie s .

O n e  o f  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  h ig h lig h ts  o f 
th e  c o n fe re n c e  w as  th e  l ib ra ry  to u rs . 
W h e n  y o u  read th e  h is to ry  o f  T u rk e y

you  are c o n t in u a lly  c o n ­
fro n te d  w ith  th e  e x is t­
e n ce  o f  lib ra r ie s  —  in 
th e  ha rem s, p a la ces , 
m o sq ue s, d e rv is h  
lo dg es, to m b s  an d  th e  
lik e . I se le c te d  a to u r  
th a t in c o rp o ra te d  v is its  
to  th re e  lib ra r ie s . T h e  
S u l e y m a n i y e  
K u tu p h a a n e s i (th e  l i ­
b ra ry  at th e  m o s q u e  o f  
S u le y m a n  th e  M a g n if i­
cen t) c o n ta in s  th e  m ost 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  c o lle c ­
t io n  o f  Is la m ic  m a n u s c r ip ts  in  th e  
w o r ld .  T h e  lib ra ry  w as  e s ta b lis h e d  in 
1751 in  th e  M o s q u e  c o m p le x  w h ic h  
w as b u il t  in i  5 5 7 . T o d a y  it houses the  
c o lle c tio n s  o f  m a n y  fo rm e r in s titu t io n s  
because o f  th e  need fo r m o re  s o p h is ti­
ca ted p re se rva tio n  c o n d it io n s  fo r  th e  in ­
v a lu a b le  c o lle c tio n s . O n  d is p la y  in the  
l ib ra ry 's  e x h ib it io n  h a ll a re  som e 
b re a th -ta k in g  il lu m in a te d  m a n u sc rip ts . 
The p re se rva tio n  s tandards m a y  n o t yet 
be  w o r ld -c la s s  (w e  a ll th o u g h t as w e  
to o k  o u r  flash  p h o to g ra p h s ) b u t c e r ­
ta in ly  th e  T u rk is h  G o v e rn m e n t is d e v e l­
o p in g  a re s p o n s ib le  p o l ic y  o f 
co n s e rv a tio n  o f  th is  r ic h  he rita ge .

The tw o  o th e r  lib ra rie s  th a t I v is ite d  
w e re  th e  B e y a z it State L ib ra ry  and  the  
Is tan bu l U n iv e rs ity  
L ib ra ry . T h e  State 
L ib ra ry  w as
a rc h ite c tu ra lly  a l­
lu r in g  w ith  g re a t 
d o m e d  c e il in g s  
o v e r  th e  m a in  
re a d in g  ro o m . The 
lib ra ry  has a c o l­
le c t io n  o f  a b o u t 
6 0 0  0 0 0  m a n u ­
sc rip ts  an d  b o o k s  
b u t c le a r ly  su ffe rs  
fro m  a lim ite d  
b u d g e t w h ic h ,  w e  
w e re  to ld , has had 
an im p a c t o n  its 
c o lle c t io n  s tra te ­
gies and  w h ic h , w e  
c o u ld  see, has

c le a r ly  im p a c te d  o n  its b u ild in g  m a in ­
te n a n ce  p ro g ra m . T h e  Is tanbu l U n iv e r ­
s ity  L ib ra ry  is m a k in g  use o f  n e w  
te c h n o lo g ie s  w ith  C D -R O M  s e a rc h in g  
fa c il it ie s  and  is in th e  process o f  g o in g  
o n - lin e . T h e  m a in  lib ra ry  is housed  in  a 
n e w  b u ild in g  o f  s ix  s toreys c o m p le te d  
in 19 81 . T he  o ld  b u ild in g  is th e  h o m e  
o f  th e  ra re  m a te r ia ls  d e p a r tm e n t an d  
houses an e x te n s ive  c o lle c t io n  o f O tto ­
m a n  m a n u sc rip ts .

W ith o u t  a d o u b t th e  IFLA p ro g ra m  
in Is tanbu l p ro v id e d  s o m e th in g  fo r  eve ­
ryo ne . In re c o g n it io n  o f  th is , A L IA  is o r ­
g a n is in g  a s tu d y  to u r  to  B e ijin g  fo r th e  
1 9 9 6  IFLA  c o n fe re n c e  (see previous 
page for further details) —  s h o u ld n 't  
yo u  attend? Virginia Walsh

Suleymaniye Camii (built between 1550 and 1557 by 
Sinan, Turkey's greatest architect), Mosque of Suleyman the 

Magnificent dominates the Golden Horn
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