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From tropical island 
to the superhighway'?

F irst comments seem to be 
‘I t’s paradise, but what do 
you do for newspapers and 

TV?’ The Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
are a beautiful coral atoll situated 
2768 km north west of Perth and 
3685 km west o f Darwin in the 
Indian Ocean. The islands are an 
Australian Territory, administered 
by the D epartm ent o f Environ­
m ent, Sport and Territories 
(DEST), and home to approxi­
mately 500 Cocos-Malay people 
and about 100 expatriate Austral­
ians. We have most of the ameni­
ties of mainland Australia but 
many of us miss ready access to in­
formation resources and good 
books. There is access to com put­
ers but modems do not seem to

work well, and telephone charges 
are prohibitive so use of internet is 
rare.

Needs for information and rec­
reation were first met by a volun­
tarily run library as part o f the 
Cocos Club, and funds provided 
by DEST for the purchase of new 
books. This income was supple­
m ented by a charge of twenty 
cents per loan.

Eventually the best of this ‘li­
brary’ was added to the W est Is­
land School library to form a 
com m unity library and, combined 
with the school library on Home 
Island, is now the Cocos Com m u­
nity Library. The libraries are now 
staffed for a total of 12 hours per 
week in the evenings and sup­

ported by the local Shire Council 
and District High school in a joint 
use arrangement. Statistics indi­
cate use by at least ten per cent of 
the population on any one night.

Serials librarians would be well 
aware of the costs of periodicals by 
air compared with surface mail. 
Hence all our periodicals are out- 
of-date by the time we get them 
and even those that we do pay ex­
tra for air travel by some perversity 
of Australia Post generally come 
surface mail. There are frequently 
delays of up to eight weeks be­
tween ships to Cocos.

After five years of lobbying and 
submissions it appears that we are 
closer to an agreement between 
the Commonwealth Government 
and the WA State Government to
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T h e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  
A u s t r a l ia  h o s te d  t h e  6 th  
m e e t in g  o f  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  
o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  N a t i o n a l  
L ib r a r ie s ,  A s ia  a n d  

O c e a n ia  ( C D N L A O )  in  B r is ­
b a n e  o n  2 7  M a y  1 9 9 5 ,  p r i o r  to  
th e  S ta te  L i b r a r y  o f  Q u e e n s ­
la n d 's  A s ia - P a c i f i c  L ib r a r y  
c o n f e r e n c e  w h ic h  w a s  a ls o  a t ­
t e n d e d  b y  a l l  C D N L A O  d e l ­
e g a te s . T h e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  
A u s t r a l ia  C o u n c i l  m e t  in  B r is ­
b a n e  o n  2 6  M a y  t o  a ls o  m e e t  
C D N L A O .

C D N L A O  is  a n  o r g a n is a ­
t i o n  f o r m e d  in  1 9 7 9  o n  th e  i n i ­
t i a t iv e  o f  D r  G e o rg e  C h a n d le r ,  
th e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y 's  th e n  d i ­
r e c t o r - g e n e r a l .  I t  h a s  m e t  in  
C a n b e r r a  in  1 9 7 9 ,  T o k y o  in  
1 9 8 2 ,  S r i L a n k a  in  1 9 8 5 ,  
B e i j in g  1 9 8 9 ,  a n d  K u a la  
L u m p u r  in  1 9 9 2 .  T w e n t y - o n e  
D i r e c to r s  o f  n a t io n a l  l ib r a r ie s  
f r o m  th e  A s ia  a n d  O c e a n ia  r e ­
g io n  a t te n d e d  th e  6 th  m e e t in g  
in  B r is b a n e ,  a n d  a m ix  o f  f u n d ­
in g  f r o m  th e  N L A 's  t r u s t  fu n d s ,  
t h e  S ta te  L i b r a r y  o f  Q u e e n s ­
la n d  a n d  A u s t r a l ia 's  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  a id  a g e n c y ,  A u s A I D ,  
e n a b le d  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  d e l ­
e g a te s  f r o m  th e  le ss  d e v e lo p e d  
c o u n t r ie s  in  th e  r e g io n .  I t  w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p le a s in g  t o  w e l ­
c o m e  M r s  C a r m e n  T e m a ta ,  
c h ie f  l i b r a r i a n ,  N a t i o n a l  L i ­

b r a r y  o f  th e  C o o k  Is la n d s ,  a n d  
M r T o k i n t e k a i  U e r e t i ,  N a t io n a l  
L ib r a r y  a n d  A r c h iv e s  o f  
K i r i b a t i .  T h e y  w e r e  th e  f i r s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  f r o m  th e  p a ­
c i f i c  t o  a t te n d  th e  C D N L A O  
m e e t in g s .

C D N L A O  o n c e  a g a in  p r o ­
v id e d  a v a lu a b le  f o r u m  fo r  i n ­
f o r m a t io n  e x c h a n g e  o n  r e c e n t  
d e v e lo p m e n t s  in  t h e  r e g io n 's  
n a t io n a l  l ib r a r ie s ,  a n d  a l lo w e d  
d e le g a t e s  to  c a n d id l y  s h a re  
s u c c e s s e s ,  f r u s t r a t io n 's  a n d  
p r o b le m s .  T h e re  w a s  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  d i s c u s s io n  a b o u t  th e  f u ­
t u r e  o f  C D N L A O  a t  th e  
m e e t in g ,  d u r in g  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  
m u tu a l  in te r e s t  b e tw e e n  m e e t ­
in g s .  T h e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  
A u s t r a l ia  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  C D N L A O  d e v e lo p m e n t s  
u n t i l  i t  n e x t  m e e ts , a n d  a  s u b ­
c o m m i t t e e  c o m p r is in g  th e  
C E O s  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  l ib r a r ie s  
o f  A u s t r a l ia ,  S ri L a n k a ,  P a p u a  
N e w  G u in e a ,  M a la y s ia  a n d  j a ­
p a n  w i l l  b e  d e v e lo p in g  th is  
p r o g r a m  o f  a c t iv i t ie s  f o r  th e  
n e x t  th r e e  y e a rs .

T h e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  
P a p u a  N e w  G u in e a  is  in v e s t i ­
g a t in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  h o s t in g  
t h e  7 th  m e e t in g  o f  C D N L A O  
in  P o r t  M o r e s b y  in  1 9 9 8 .

Warren Horton, 
Director-general, National 

Library o f  Australia

become part of the LISWA service. 
This means an initial book stock 
of 1000 items for each of Home 
and W est Island libraries, with 
regular rotations of approximately 
twenty per cent of this stock six or 
seven times a year. For the regular 
readers the first shipment will be 
an event to celebrate. For the 
Cocos-Malay people it will mean 
access to information in their own 
language along with extra videos 
and spoken-word audio tapes to 
assist their acquisition of English. 
For primary and secondary stu­
dents it will mean access to up-to- 
date reference resources and 
fiction along with a wider range of 
videos and audio tapes.

Until the last few m onths al­
most all o f the work to bring this 
dream to fruition has been volun­
tary. Those who envisioned a full 
library service were supported over 
the years by the local administra­
tion of DEST and past and 
present directors of public library 
and lending services of LISWA. It 
was Ron Davis (previous director) 
who First visited us in 1992 and 
showed us the dream of a main­
land type service. Thanks go to all 
those people. To those on the 
mainland, don t be surprised if 
you get a request for an ILL from 
Cocos one day soon. We look for­
ward to sharing our time with you 
on the Australian library network.

Claire White, Cocos
Community Library


