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Development of disaster 
plans
A s part o f re se arch  fo r a h an d b o o k  
on d isaste r re c o v e ry  I am  lo o k in g  at 

the  d e ve lo p m e n t o f d isaste r p lan s in 
A u stra lia n  in stitu tio n s . I am  p a rt icu ­
la r ly  in terested  in in stitu tio ns w h o  
d e ve lo p e d  d isaste r p lan s  p rio r to the 
N atio n a l L ib ra ry  f ire  in 1 9 8 5 . I u n d e r­
stand that the  A u stra lia n  A rc h iv e s  

had su ch  a p lan  —  a n y  o thers?
Id e a lly , I w o u ld  lik e  to a c q u ire  

c o p ie s  o f d isaste r p lan s (both pre- 

and  p o st-1 9 8 5 ) but I re co g n ise  that 
su ch  p lan s c a n  be se n s it ive  d o c u ­
m ents an d , if so , then  p e rh ap s the 
in stitu tions w o u ld  be w il l in g  to su p ­

p ly  a c o p y  o f the co n te n ts  page? 
W h ile  th is w o u ld  not p ro v id e  de ta il it 
w o u ld  g ive  m e an id e a  o f h o w  the 
p lan  w a s  set up .

I can  be co n tacted  v ia  e -m a il at: 
a jd o ig @ n e tsp ace .n e t .au  o r at m y 

m a ilin g  ad d re ss : 5 /39  A in tre e  R o ad , 

G le n  Ir is , 3 1 4 6 .

Judith Doig

Im balance of service
I am  w rit in g  regard ing  Front Line 
A u gust inCite. In p a rt ic u la r  I w o u ld  
lik e  to take  issue  w ith  the  ve ry  o ffe n ­
s iv e  co m m e n ts  ab out the p e rc e ive d  
im b a la n c e  o f se rv ic e s  to A b o rig in a l 
and  T o rre s Stra it Is lan d e r p e o p le s and  
the p o lic y  w h ic h , a c c o rd in g  to Jan 

G a e b le r , has o n ly  h ap p e n e d  b e cau se  
o f p o lit ic a l co rre c tn e ss .

If you  a re  go ing  to get on y o u r 
so a p b o x , at least get it right. T h e  

p o lic y  d oes not a d vo ca te  reve rse  
d is c r im in a tio n  and  the im b a la n c e  o f 
lib ra ry  se rv ic e s  to A b o rig in a l and  
T o rre s  Stra it Is lan d e r p e o p le  is not 
p e rc e iv e d , it is rea l.

I h ave  in c lu d e d  a b ib lio g ra p h y  
w ith  th is letter. Start w ith  M a is ie  
W ils o n , P h ill is  W il l ia m s  and  M ic k  

D o d so n , w h o  are am ong st the  m an y  
A b o rig in a l p e o p le  w h o  h av e  w ritten  
ab o u t lib ra r ie s . Jan , if yo u  a re  as 
pass io n a te  as you  sa y  you  a re  ab out 
e q u a l trea tm ent and  fre ed o m  o f 
c h o ic e , then  instead  o f m ak in g  
th ro w a w a y  statem ents ab o u t p o lit ic a l 

c o rre c tn e ss , pe rh ap s yo u  c o u ld  take 
tim e to listen  and  h av e  the lo ve  to 
und erstan d , b e cau se  th ere  is m o re  to 
a ll th is  than facts and  fig u res .

It is s im p ly  em p ty  rh e to ric  to use 
w a rm  and fu z z y  p h rases like  'l iv e  
and  let liv e ' in 1 9 9 5  w ith o u t lo o k in g  
at the b ig p ic tu re  o f A u s tra lia 's  h is ­
to ry .

Its a p ity  that the in vad e rs  o f th is 
co u n try  d id n 't l iv e  and  let liv e . If the 
m a n y  a tro c itie s  su ch  as the  p o iso n in g  
o f w a te rh o le s  and  o th er k illin g s  o f 
A b o rig in a l p e o p le  had not h ap p e n e d , 
g e n era tio n s o f c h ild re n  w o u ld  not 
h ave  been taken  from  th e ir fa m ilie s , 

and  lib ra r ie s  w o u ld  not need  to deal 
w ith  the q u estio n  o f sto len  cu ltu ra l

p ro p e rty , am o ng st a m yriad  o f o ther 
issues .

T h e  v io le n c e  o f c o lo n ia lis m  c o n ­

tin u e s  to h ave  its e ffect to th is d a y .
S p e ak in g  o f c e n so rsh ip , I th in k  it 

is im p o rtan t to re m e m b e r h o w  c e n ­

sored  th e  h is to ry  o f A u stra lia  has 
been  up until th e  late e ig h tie s . In fact, 
it has been  te rm ed  the Great Austral­
ian Silence and  it sh o w s in attitudes 

o f p e o p le  like  y o u rse lf  w h o  can  ta lk  
o f e q u a l trea tm en t in o n e  b reath  and 
then  o f re ve rse  d is c r im in a tio n  and 
p e rc e iv e d  im b a la n c e s  in th e  next.

M u se u m s are  light ye a rs  ahe ad  o f 

us in te rm s o f ta k in g  into c o n s id e ra ­
tion  o u r heritag e  o f c o lo n isa t io n . T h e  
C o u n c il  o f A u stra lia n  M u se u m  A sso ­

c ia t io n s  d o c u m e n t Previous posses­
sions, new obligations, is based on 
the reco g n it io n  that d iffe ren t and 
v a ry in g  in terests e x is t in th e  c u ltu ra l 
heritag e  o f A b o rig in a l an d  To rre s  
Stra it Is lan d e r p e o p les and  that A b o ­

rig in a l and  T o rre s  Stra it Is lan d e r 
p e o p les h av e  p r im a ry  rights in re­
sp ect to th e ir  c u ltu ra l he ritag e . T h is  
in c lu d e s  ta n g ib le  and  in tan g ib le  
c u ltu ra l p ro p e rty . M u se u m s a re  a lso  
a c t iv e ly  e m p lo y in g  A b o rig in a l and  
T o rre s  S tra it Is lan d e rs  as a resu lt o f 
th is  re co g n it io n .

In fo rm atio n  ab o u t A b o rig in a l 
p e o p le  w a s  v e ry  o ften taken w ith o u t 
p e rm iss io n . T h e  S tre h lo w  c a se  is a 

d o c u m e n te d  e x a m p le  o f h o w  in fo r­

m atio n  w a s  p u b lish e d  ag a inst the 
w ish e s  o f th e  p e o p le . Is it not an 
o ffe n ce  to h a n d le  sto len  goods? A n d  
th is  is w h a t  lib ra r ie s  a re  d e a lin g  w ith  
in c e rta in  ca se s  —  sto len  in fo rm a­
tio n .

W e  c a n n o t th e re fo re , m u ch  as w e  
m ig h t lik e , m ake  s im p le  statem ents 
ab o u t ce n so rsh ip  b e ca u se  in som e 

c a se s , restric tin g  a c c e ss  is s im p ly  an 
e th ica l re sp o n s ib ility  to resp ect the 

w is h e s  o f the  A b o rig in a l p e o p le  in 
q u estio n  (see  G ra e m e  N eates a rt ic le  
w h ic h  o u tlin e s  legal c a se s).

T h e re  a re  so m a n y  c o m p le x  is­
su es that lib ra r ie s  h av e  to ad dress 

w ith  regard  to A b o rig in a l and  T o rre s 
S tra it Is la n d e r p e o p le  and  in fo rm a­
tio n , and  as lib ra r ia n s  w e  h av e  a 
m o ra l re sp o n s ib ility  to do  th is .

A L IA 's  p o lic y  on lib ra ry  se rv ic e s  
fo r A b o rig in a l and  T o rre s  Stra it Is­

la n d e r p e o p le  is a good b e g in n in g  
an d  I w o u ld  lik e  to co n g ra tu la te  
th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  o u r a s so c ia ­
tion  w h o  h a v e  seen  th is p o lic y  

th ro u g h , w h o  h ave  ta lke d  to A b o r ig i­
nal and  T o rre s  Stra it Is lan d e r p e o p le  

and  h ave  e n d e a v o u re d  to get it right, 
d e sp ite  u n h e lp fu l a rt ic le s  a c c u s in g  
them  o f co m m itte e ism  an d  p o lit ic a l 
c o rre c tn e ss .

If, as l ib ra r ia n s , w e  a re  tru ly  go ing 

to liv e  an d  let l iv e , then  w e  h ave  an 
e th ic a l re sp o n s ib ility  to fu lly  u n d e r­

stand  w h a t  that m e an s . Let us stop 
c e n so rin g  o u r m in d s  and  hea r e v e ry ­

o n e 's  sto ry w ith  o u r hearts . Let us 
h ave  high id e a ls , as long as w e  are  

p rep ared  to g rap p le  w ith  the c o m ­
p le x it ie s .

Heather Moorcroft
An extensive bibliography was in­
cluded with this letter, space restric­
tions did not allow us to reproduce it 
here —  Ed.

An open letter to the 
President...
I have  been p rovoked  into w ritin g  th is 
open letter to you by you r August 
Front Line. Y o u r rather confused  arti­
c le  (or is it a re v ie w  o f Peter B isku p 's  

Libraries in Australia?) co u ld  do great 
harm  to our p ro fession , undo ing the 
a ch ieve m en ts o f ou r p redecessors and 
co lleag u es w h o m  you  praise  in you r 
co n c lu d in g  sentences. It is p a rt icu la rly  
inap propriate  in th is International Year 
of Tolerance and at a tim e in w h ic h  
w e  are pu rsu ing  n a tio n a lly  the vita l 
p rocess of A b o rig in a l re co n c ilia t io n .

Y o u  ad voca te  a '" l iv e  and let live "  
p h ilo so p h y  that abhors an y  form  of 
cen so rsh ip  or d isc r im in a tio n ', 'a cce ss  
to a free-flow  o f in form ation  and 

id e as', and 'the in d iv id u a l's  right to 
equal treatm ent and to freedom  of 
c h o ic e ', suggesting that these 'id ea ls ' 
are threatened by a re lu c tan ce  to take 
an a c tive  stance and by p o lit ica l co r­
rectness. You  instance three case s, one 

co n ce rn in g  the reported v ie w s  o f a 
lib ra ry  d irecto r, one the A sso c ia tio n 's  
co nsid e ra tio n  o f a statem ent on A b o ­

rig inal and To rres Stra it Is lander peo­
p le and lib ra rie s , and one on the 
proposed rac ia l hatred b ill.

C o n tra ry  to you r assertions, I th ink  
w e  have  a proud h istory of resisting 
cen so rsh ip  of in form ation  and ideas. 

W e  take ve ry  se rio u s ly  o u r resp onsi­
b ilitie s to ho ld , p reserve and m ake 
a va ila b le  a d ive rs ity  o f v ie w s , ensuring  
b a la n ce  in ou r c o lle c t io n s  and in our 
a d v ice  to c lie n ts . H o w e ve r, w e  a lso  
recogn ise  that w e  have  a resp onsib ility  
to d e ve lo p  c o lle c t io n s  and se rv ices 
w h ic h  are appropria te  to our p a rticu la r 

c lie n te le s  and that, in som e c irc u m ­
stances, w e  have  a duty o f care  w h ic h  
overrid es ou r co m m itm en t to freedom  
of a cce ss . Su ch  a resp onsib ility  is 
o b v io u s in schoo l lib ra ries but m ight 
a lso  ap p ly  in co m m u n itie s  in w h ic h  

great o ffence m ight be caused  by free 
access to dangerous, o ffensive  or 
p riv ileged  m ateria ls . W h ile  I do not 
support cen so rsh ip , I do b e iieve  se le c ­
tion p o lic ie s  shou ld  be su itab le  for the 

needs o f each  lib ra ry 's  c lie n ts . I recog­
nise that it w o u ld  be inappropriate  to 
se lect som e m ateria ls  for in c lu s io n  in 

som e c o lle c t io n s  or to prom ote to 
som e c lie n ts . In regard to the Internet, 
th is m ight in vo lve  the use o f filte rs for 
p u b lic  access te rm ina ls in schoo l and , 
perhaps, p u b lic  lib ra ries —  ana logous 
to the use o f f ilm  c lass ifica tio n  co d es .
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Reso lution o f these questions is 
not easy , it requ ires both a w h o le ­
hearted com m itm ent to freedom  of 
a cce ss and a respect for the needs 
and v ie w s  o f our c lie n ts , pandering  
neither to the m in o rity  nor the m a jo r­
ity.

Y o u r com m ents on the proposed 
A L IA  statem ent on A b o rig in a l and 
To rres Strait Is lander peop le  and lib ra r­

ies are inaccu ra te  and o ffens ive . You  
assert that the statem ents 'ad vo cates 
reverse d iscrim in atio n  to "co rre c t"  the 

pe rce ived  im b a lan ce  that n o w  exists 
in p rov id in g  lib rary  se rv ice  to the 

A b o rig ina l co m m un ity  and in e n co u r­
ag ing A borig ina l p a rtic ip a tio n  in our 
p ro fess io n '. So m uch  for a c c u ra cy !
T h e  draft statem ent does no such  

th ing , it s im p ly  recognises that w e  and 
o u r lib ra rie s can p lay  a part in the 
im portant process o f re co n c ilia t io n  
w ith  ind igenous peoples by ensuring  
that our o rgan isations and se rv ices 
a c t iv e ly  in vo lve  A b o rig in a l and To rres 

Strait Is lander peop le . T h is  w e  have 
dem o n strab ly  fa iled  to d o . T h e  fe w  
ind ig enous people em p lo yed  in our 
lib ra rie s are  clustered at lo w e r leve ls , 
th e ir num bers do not re flect their 
representation in the pop u lation  o f 

A u stra lia .
A lthough I kn o w  o f no study o f 

A b o rig in a l representation in our c l ie n ­
te les, I th in k  I w o u ld  be right in sus­

pecting  under representation  —  is it 

app rop ria te  that w e  should  neg lect 
potential c lie n ts  on rac ia l grounds?

A s for yo u r o ffens ive  g ibe , 'A re  w e  
going to fo llo w  th is w ith  an in d iv id u a l 
p o lic y  o f the G re e k , M u s lim , and S ikh  

c o m m u n it ie s . ..? ' , I w o u ld  note that the 
A sso c ia tio n  has had a statem ent on 
lib ra ries and m u lticu ltu ra lism  s in ce  

1 9 8 4 . I w o u ld  hope that those o f us 
w ith  G re e k , Is la m ic  and/or S ikh  c lie n ts  

w o u ld  be striv ing  to m eet the ir p a rt icu ­

lar needs.
Y o u r th ird case  pe rp lexes m e s in ce  

you don 't relate it to lib ra rie s . It seem s 
that you see the Racial Hatred Bill as 
another exa m p le  of the he inous sin  of 
'p o lit ica l co rrec tn ess ', censo ring  the 

exp ressio n  of ideas. T h is  is not the 
focus o f the leg is la tion  but m ight be its 
effect. I p e rso n a lly  th ink  it is neither a 
se n sib le  nor useful ad d ition  to our 

statutes, though I do understand the 
anger and frustration of those sub­

jected  to rac ia l ab use .
I w o u ld  have  been m ore c o n ­

v in ce d  o f yo u r com m itm en t to in te l­

lectua l freedom  if yo u r a rtic le  had 
d e cried  the attem pts to suppress au ­
thors such  as H e len  G a rn e r  and H e len  
D e m id e n ko , w h o  have  both, in ve ry  

d ifferent w a y s , ch a llen g ed  o rth o d o x­
ies. T h e ir  e xp e r ie n c e , like  the in fa­
m ous fatw ah  against Sa lm an  R ush d ie  

and m any  other instances , lie  in our

h ea rtland : does you r lib ra ry  hold their 
books? and the co m m en tarie s  of the ir 
c rit ic s  and supporters?

I am  ve ry  proud to be a lib ra rian , 
to be ab le  to do m y little bit to further 
our long trad ition  o f co lle c t in g , p re­
se rv ing  and transm itting  h istory, c u l­

ture and ideas. I b e lie ve  w e  have a 
so lem n resp o nsib ility  to the past, 
present and futu re . Far from  your w e a k  

kneed 'liv e  and let live ' to le ran ce , w e  
stand for a v igo rous , passionate c o m ­
m itm ent to p reserv ing  and m aking  

a va ila b le  the u n ive rsa l record o f e xp e ­
rience  and im ag ina tion .

In A u stra lia  w e  have  a pa rticu la r 
re sp o nsib ility  to reco n c ilia t io n  w ith  

A b o rig in a l and To rres Strait Is lander 

p eop le , a re sp o n sib ility  highlighted 
through the Report of the Royal Com­
mission into Aboriginal deaths in 
custody, su ch  h a rro w in g  w o rks as 
D eb orah  B ird  R ose's Hidden histories, 
and Barbara  C u m m in g s' Take this 
child, and the co n te m p o rary  tragedies 

o f 'the sto len g enera tio n '. T h is  is not a 
resp o nsib ility  that w e  can  g lib ly  shuffle  
as ide  w ith  ch eap  c ra ck s  about 'p o lit i­
ca l co rrec tn ess '. A lthoug h it has d iff i­

cu lt and co m p le x  im p lica tio n s , I am  
de lighted that the A sso c ia tio n  is be la t­
e d ly  addressing  it in consu lta tio n  w ith  

ind ig enous peop le , ou r c lie n ts  and 
potential c lie n ts .

Alex Byrne, N T
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