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A
sia/Pacific Open Systems re­
view is a journal directed at 
the IT community, dealing 
with Open Systems such as 
Unix, and related matters. As 
a prelude to a regular Inter­
net section of the journal, the Novem­

ber 1994 issue contains a good non­
technical summary of 'the modern 
Internet’. O f particular interest is a dis­
cussion of Internet Relay Chat and 
how it was used in the January 1994 
Los Angeles earthquake.

Following this article is an inter­
view with Microsoft Australia’s Daniel 
Petre, which describes Microsoft’s 
plans to set up a service which appears 
to be a rival of the Internet.

Internet resources for cataloguers 
A new version of the guide Library 
cataloguing: Internet resources in elec­
tronic format has been announced. 
The guide covers description and loca­
tion information of cataloguing-related 
Internet resources in six sections: LC 
systems and related documents; Na­
tional bibliographic utilities catalogues, 
information servers, and e-mail lists; 
Local library systems information serv­
ers and e-mail lists; Professional asso­
ciations servers and publications; 
Cataloguing tools and training re­

sources; and Cataloguing-related soft­
ware.

The URL for the guide is gopher:// 
u n a .h h .lib .u m ic h .e d u /0 0 /in e td irs s ta c k s / 
libcat:sha or Gopher to University of 
Michigan Libraries, follow the path: 
Contents of ULibrary Gopher Key­
word Search (Type ‘SU BJEC T O R I­
E N T E D ) Subject-Oriented Internet 
Resource Guides (UMich) Guides on 
the Social Sciences Library Catalogu­
ing. Comments, suggestions, additions, 
and modifications to the guide are wel­
come and should be sent to Vianne 
Sha at ta n g @ la w .m is s o u r i.e d u .

CIRG -  the government awakes 
In this column in the November 1994 
inCite, there was an item about Aus­
tralian government activity on the Net. 
Since then, the Commonwealth Inter­
net Reference Group has been formed 
and had its first meeting. The Group 
comprises a number of Com mon­
wealth Government agencies with an 
interest in the Internet, some (like 
ERIN and the NLA) that you would 
expect, and some surprises (such as the 
Department of Social Security which is 
planning to use the Net to distribute 
information to clients).

The first activities of the Group 
will be a survey of projects and plans of

Commonwealth agencies, and a set of 
guidelines to assist organisations to get 
started in the provision of Internet 
services. For more information, contact 
the convenor of the Group, Ian Barndt 
from the Department of Finance at 
lan.Bamdt@finance.ausgovfinance.telememo.au 
or phone (06) 263 3539.

New version of Hytelnet 
HYTELNET is a utility which gives 
the user instant-access to all Internet- 
accessible library catalogues, FREE- 
NETS, BBSs, WAIS, and Gophers. A 
new version (v6.8) of the PC-based 
software is now available by anony­
mous ftp from: ftp.usask.ca in the pub/ 
hytelnet/pc/latest subdirectory. It is 
listed as hyteln68.zip The URL for the 
software is ftp ://ftp .usask.ca/pub/hyte lnet/ 
pc/latest/hyteln68.zip.

Version 6.8 is a major upgrade, 
with much redundant information 
having been deleted, and errors cor­
rected. Also all the new/updated files 
created since Version 6.7 have been in­
corporated.
The UNIX/VMS version, created by 
Earl Fogel, is available for browsing by 
telnet to access.usask.ca  login with 
hytelnet (lower case). For more informa­
tion on this version contact Earl at 
fogel © hera ld.usask.ca.

/'. .lA on the N et
S ta r t in g  e a r ly  in 1995, A L IA  
w ill h a v e  a  fu ll In te rn e t  c o n ­
n e c t io n , a v a i la b le  to  a l l  
m e m b e rs . It is a  jo in t p ro je c t  
fu n d e d  b y  A L IA  A C T  B ra n c h  
a n d  N a t io n a l O ff ic e  a n d  w ill 
e v e n t u a l ly  p ro v id e  a  fu l l  
r a n g e  o f  In te r n e t  
s e r v ic e s  to  a l l  
A L IA  m e m b e rs .

T h e  c o m p u ­
te r s y s te m  to  b e  
in s ta l le d  a t  N a ­
t io n a l O ff ic e  w ill 
h a v e  W o r ld  
W id e  W e b
s o f t w a r e ,  
e l e c t r o n i c  
m a il, a n d
o th e r  s e rv ic e s  to  lin k  to  th e  
v a s t re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  In te r ­
n e t. T h e s e  s e r v ic e s  w ill b e  
f r e e  to  a l l  m e m b e rs . In i­
t ia l ly , m e m b e rs  w ill u s e  th e  
In te r n e t  to  lin k  to  th e  A L IA  
s e rv e r , b u t th e  lo n g -te rm  
p la n  is to  h a v e  d ia lu p

(p h o n e - in  v ia  m o d e m ) a c ­
c e s s  from  m a n y  p a rts  o f  th e  
c o u n try .

T h e  W W W  s e rv e r  w ill 
h a v e  th e  fu l l  te x t  o f  m a n y  
im p o r ta n t  A L IA  d o c u m e n ts  
s u c h  a s  th e  H a n d b o o k  a n d  

V ita l L in k , a n d  re p o r ts  
fro m  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il  
a n d  th e  B o a rd  o f  E d u ­
c a t io n . It w ill a ls o  h a v e  
p o in te rs  to  o th e r  s ite s  

a n d  s e r v ic e s  th a t  
s h o u ld  a p p e a l  to  
A L IA  m e m b e rs .

A p la n n in g  a n d  
im p le m e n ta t io n  c o m ­

m itte e  fo r  th e  s e rv ic e  
h a s  b e e n  fo rm e d , c o m ­

p r is in g  L in d a  O ’B r ie n  
[lso@ libserver.Canberra edu .au  
o r (06) 2 0 1 5 0 0 4 ], K e rry  W e b b  
[k .w ebb@ nla.gov.au o r (0 6 )  
2 6 2 1 5 3 5 ], Iv a n  T ru n d le  a n d  
E m m a  D a v is -B e l l  [b o th  a t  
alia@ slim .slnsw.gov.au o r (0 6 )  
2 8 5 187 7 ],
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New library list in WA 
Peter Green of Curtin University has 
created a new list to serve the needs of 
the library and information profession 
in Western Australia. WAIN (Western 
Australian Information Network) has 
three primary purposes: to allow dis­
semination of information about 
events of interest to members of the 
profession; to discuss issues that are of 
interest to a broad cross-section of the 
profession; and to advertise positions 
that have become available.

To join the list, send a mail mes­
sage to lis tp roc@ info .curtin .edu.au with 
the following message in the body of 
the mail SUBSCRIBE W AIN yourfirstnam e 
yourlastname.

Democracy and the Net 
The Network Observer (TNO) is a 
free on-line newsletter about networks 
and democracy. Since January 1994, it 
has been a source of practical informa­
tion, informed commentary, and a dis­
cerning selection of pointers to 
network resources. TN O  is now avail­
able on the World Wide Web at http:// 
com m unication.ucsd.edu/pagre/tno.htm l.

You can also receive TN O  by elec­
tronic mail by subscribing to the Red
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