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Children's librarians to be rewarded
T he C h ild re n 's  and Youth  

S e rv ice s  Section  (N S W  
G ro up ) are cu rren tly  ca llin g  
for n o m in a tio ns fo r the 
M a r jo r ie  C o t to n  A w a r d  and 

th e  B e s s  T h o m a s  A w a r d  (see a c ­
co m p an y in g  ad ve rtisem en ts). 
These  aw ard s are to honour tw o  
ve ry  d ed ica ted  lib ra r ia n s , w h o  
w ere  successfu l p ioneers of p ub lic  
lib rary  serv ices for ch ild ren .

Fo llo w in g  is a sum m ary  o f the 
ach ieve m en ts  o f these tw o  re­
m a rka b le  lib ra r ia n s , illu s tra tin g  
w h y  these aw ard s w e re  in itia ted  
in their honour and thus w hat an 
honour it w ou ld  be to be a re c ip i­
ent of e ither one.

M arjorie  Cotton
As the first p ro fess ionally  q ua lified  
C h ild re n 's  L ib ra rian  in N S W , 
M a rjo r ie  Cotton in itia ted  p ro­
grams to attract young people into 
p u b lic  lib ra r ie s , w h ic h  form  the 
basis of ch ild re n 's  se rv ices today.

M a rjo r ie  C o tto n 's  in flu e n ce  
reached  far beyond the w a lls  of 
the p u b lic  lib ra ries  in w h ich  she 
w o rked , these being Kur-ing-gai, 
N e w ca st le , R a n d w ic k  and 
W o o lla h ra . As the first P resident 
o f LA A  C h ild re n 's  L ib ra rie s  S e c­
tion in 1 9 5 3 , she w o rked  w ith

other section  m em bers to in tro ­
d uce the qua rte rly  B o o k  R e v ie w  
B u lle t in  for ch ild ren 's  books. She 
lobbied for the easing of trade re­
strictions to a llo w  im ports of the 
C a ld eco tt A w ard  p ictu re  books, 
persuaded artist D esm ond D igby 
to create W a ltz in g  M a t ild a  w h ich  
w on P ic tu re  b o o k  o f  th e  Y e a r  in 
1 9 7 1 , and w rote a section  for 
M a u rice  Saxb y 's  second vo lu m e 
on the H is to ry  o f  A u s tra lia n  C h i l­
d r e n 's  L ite ra tu re . Throughout her 
career, M arjo rie  Cotton 's co m m it­
ment w as a lw ays to e xc e lle n ce  in 
ch ild ren 's  literature and lib rarian- 
sh ip .

Bess Thomas
In 1934 Bess Thom as co-founded 
the M osm an C h ild re n 's  L ib ra ry  
w ith  a m ere 350  books, papers 
and m ag azines. She a lso  estab ­
lished  a vo lu n ta ry  o rg an isatio n  
know n as Friends of M osm an c h i l­
dren 's lib rary , the first of its kind 
in N SW  w h ich  operated until the 
1 9 5 0 's . The  c h ild re n 's  lib ra ry  
w ent from strength to strength and 
by 1951 there w e re  17 0 0 0  v o l­
um es and a m em bersh ip of 6 250 .

Bess Thom as w as the first 
wom an in N SW  to be appointed to 
the position of M unicip a l L ibrarian

in 1 9 4 5 . W ith  an em phasis on 
outreach activ ities to children she 
im plem ented story hours, book re­
v iew  and chess groups a id  d ram a­
tisations. She also  believed in the 
im portance of co n tinu ing  e d u ca ­
tion and in 1954 hosted one of the 
first train ing courses for Ch ild ren 's 
L ib rarians. Th is  five  day course in ­
c luded lectu res , w o rk s io p s  and 
book buying for th irty  lib ra rian s 
from four states.

Bess retired  in 1962 and her 
d e d ica tio n  to c h i ld re n s  lib ra ry  
se rv ice s  and M o sm a r L ib ra ry  
w e re  a ckn o w le d g e d  oy I W  
M etca lfe , D ire c to r o f ti e Schoo l 
of L ib ra r ia n sh ip , U n ive rs ity  of 
N SW . O n  her death a ew  years 
later, she left $ 2 0 0  to the LA A  
C h ild re n 's  L ib ra ry  Section . From  
this bequest w a s  born the Bess 
Thom as A w ard . In it ia lly  it w as for 
a 'd is tin g u ish ed  co n trib ution  to 
the lite rature o f ch ild re n 's  lib ra r­
ian sh ip '. H o w eve r, after a d isap ­
pointing response the award w as 
chang ed in 1992  to its present 
form .

Both of these librarians recog­
nised the value of the com bination 
of ch ild ren  and books and of 
trained C h ild re n 's  L ib rarians to 
unite and promote the two. ■

The C h ild re n 's  a n d  Youth S erv ices Section  (ALIA)

Marjorie Cotton Award
Nominations are now being called for the Award for 1996.

The inaugural award is in honour of Marjorie Cotton, a pioneer in the 
field of Children’s Librarianship in Australia. The Award will take the 
form of a Citation and Certificate honouring the recipient.

Aims: •To promote the role and image of Children’s and Youth 
Services Librarians *To recognise individual achievement and co­
operative networking in providing services for young people in public 
libraries *To encourage Children’s and Youth Services Librarians to 
actively support the profession and the Association.

Eligibility: This award is open to any member o f the Australian 
Library Information Association, Children’s and Youth Services 
Section, who is employed as a Children’s/Youth Services Librarian in 
a public library. Current members of National and State Children’s 
and Youth Services committees may nor be nominated. Nominations 
may be made by members of the Association, employers or 
colleagues and should be directed to the address below

Each nomination must have a proposer, seconder and the consent of 
the nominee.

Selection criteria: •Outstanding contribution in developing, 
implementing and promoting services to young people in a public 
library. "Active participation in co-operative networks, committees 
or groups furthering the development o f public library services to 
young people. ‘ Research, publication and presentation o f paper on 
the subject of Children’s/Youth librarianship or literature.

All of the above criteria are not mandatory; each nominee will be judged 
on individual merit.
Nominations should be sent to the National President, CYSS, c/o 
Public Libraries Branch, State Library of NSW, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney, NSW, 2000. Enquiries Sue Parkinson Tel (02) 230 1 523 Fax 
(02) 230 1615. Nom inations close 31 January 1996.

This award will be presented at the 1996 ALIA Conference in Melbourne.

The C h ild re n 's  a n d  Youfh Serv ices Section  (A L IA )

Bess Thomas Award
Nominations are now being called for the Award for 1996.
A grant of $250 will be awarded for a project initiating or 
supplementing services for young people in public libraries.
A report of the project will be submitted to inCite and ORANA 
by the successful recipient within 12 months of the Award.

Aims
• To encourage and support the development of innovative 

and significant public library services to young aeopie.
• To promote public and professional awareness of the 

importance of services to young people in public 1 braries.
• To honour the bequest made by Bess Thomas and 

commemorate her contribution to Australian children’s 
libraries.

Eligibility
An individual public library service, regional service or co­
operative network is eligible to complete a submiss.on for 
funding. Submissions may be made by the Children’s/ 
Youth Services Librarians with the consent of the 
employer.

Selection criteria
• Innovative and significant proposals for the implementation 

or development of services or resources for young people in 
a public library.

• Projected benefits of the project.
• Demonstration of special needs or disadvantages.

Submissions
Please send submissions to the National Secretary, CYSS, 
c/o Public Libraries Branch, State Library of NSW, 
Macquarie Street, Sydney, NSW, 2000. Enquiries:
Sue Parkinson Ph (02) 230 1523 Fax (02) 230 1615. 
Submissions close 31 January 1996.

This award will be presented at the 1996 ALIA Conference in Mdbourne.


