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Techs at the top
L

ibrary technicians from  
around  Australia and over­
seas will congregate in D ar­

win in July 1995 for the 8th na­
tional library technician’s confer­
ence.

T he conference, bu ilt on the 
them e Changes a n d  challenges 
around the world, will be held at 
the C asuarina cam pus o f  the 
N orthern  Territory  U niversity on 
12, 13 and 14 July. T he keynote 
speaker on day one o f  the confer­
ence will be Sarah W iraw an, chief 
librarian, H asanuddin  University, 
Sulawesi, Indonesia. T o n y  Barry 
o f the Australia N ational U niver­
sity library will keynote the confer­
ence on day tw o, and  ABC 
funnym an, Lex M arinos, will be 
the guest speaker on day three.

M ore than  30 delegates will

present papers during the confer­
ence, inc lud ing  L inda O w en, 
T echnical Services D epartm en t, 
University o f California, Riverside. 
M s O w en is presiden t o f  the 
C ouncil on L ibrary/M edia T ech ­

nicians. T he conference program  
will include open discussion 
groups, forum s, w orkshops and 
library tours. Delegates will also be 
able to visit a ’technology play­
g round ’ where they can access the 
In tern e t and C D -R O M s.

Topics scheduled for open dis­
cussion range from acquisitions to 
in form ation systems to special li­
braries and reference services. T he 
inform ation industry will be repre­
sented  w ith  a trade exhibition , 
w ith  15 d ifferen t exhibits and 
18 booths. T he exhibition will in­
clude the latest in technology from

intrastate, interstate and overseas. 
Book and serial suppliers will also 
be represented. Techs expo visitors 
will also be able to enter a mystery 
com petition  and  win a trip  to a 
m ysterious T errito ry  destination . 
T here  will also be a trip  for the 
best trade exhibition. Prizes will be 
presented at the closing ceremony.

T he conference’s opening cer­
em ony will be conducted  in the 
T e rrito ry ’s new ly-com m issioned 
parliam en t house w hich affords 
visitors m agnificen t views over 
D arw in  h arb o u r and the T im o r 
Sea. An optional social program  is 
p lanned for the evenings, includ­
ing d inner at the D arw in Trailer 
Boat C lub on the Fannie Bay wa­
terfront.

An accom panying persons’ 
program  has also been planned , 
w hich includes tours of D arw in 
and the environs, T errito ry  w ild­
life park (with a stop at Tolm er, 
Florence and Sandy Creek w ater­
falls), M ajestic O rch id  Farm and 
M andorah. Also on offer is a full- 
day crocodile tou r inc lud ing  a 
cruise on the Adelaide River to see 
crocs in the wild, as well as a visit 
to the new  Crocodyllis Park for 
those w ho w ant to get a closer 
look at the T errito ry ’s famous pre­
historic reptiles.

C onference convenor, Kaye 
B artlett, says m ore than  300 li­
brary technicians are expected to 
a ttend  the Library Techs confer­
ence, w hich is held every two 
years.

‘T h e  conference gives library 
technicians an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
com e together and  in teract w ith 
colleagues from other institu tions 
and to bring themselves up-to-date 
on  new  m ethods and  tech n o lo ­
gies,’ M rs Bartlett said.

T he registrations brochure will 
be posted in Decem ber and all del­
egates are urged to get their regis­
tra tio n  and accom m odation  
bookings in early. A ccom m oda­
tion and tours are at a prem ium  in 
July, the T errito ry ’s peak tourist 
period. Failure to register early 
could result in missing out.

M ajor sponsors of the techs at 
the top  conference include: the 
E ducation  C om pany, N o rth ern  
T erritory  University, N T  D epart­
m ents o f Industries and D evelop­
m ent, and A nsett Australia.

Raid your lib ra ry
Thousands o f  Victorian children w ill be sailing away in  search o f  adven­
ture and treasure, w hen they join the state-wide Sum m er Reading Club.

T he Sum m er Reading C lub has the support o f  authors such as Morris 
G leitzm an, H azel Edwards and G illian R ubinstein , and illustrators 
Graeme Base and Terry D enton . T he Club aim s to prom ote the enjoy­
m ent o f  reading for pleasure, is non-com petitive and assists children in 
m aintaining their reading skills.

U pon  enrolling in d ie  C lub, each child receives a reading record/treas- 
ure map. Children progress around the treasure island by reading books. 
A long the w ay they receive incentives including stickers and bookmarks 
designed especially by Terry D enton , as w ell as book-lists, games and puz­
zle sheets. Children w ho successfully read their w ay around the w hole is­
land w ill be eligible for a ticket in the statewide draw for a W alkm an.

T he popularity and appeal o f  the C lub is such, that in its five years o f  
existence the num bers o f  children participating has been steadily increas­
ing. Over 6 500 children participated last year and the com m ittee is confi­
dent o f  similar results for 1 9 9 4 /1 9 9 5 . For m ore inform ation call Susan 
W oodm an on (03) 557  28 1 5 . ■

Members of the Conference Committee outside Northern Territory University Library 
discussing the program for T echs  a t  th e  T o p . Pictured from left: Jean Peters, Janet 
Aslin, Kaye Bartlett, Bev Davies, Pam McKeen and Susan Blaise.


