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Australian Library 
Week in Geelong
A ustralian Library W eek was 

celebrated in G eelong w ith 
two m ajor events, a profes

sional meeting followed by a d in
ner for members and guests, and a 
display in Geelong's busiest shop
ping plaza promoting libraries and 
information services, w h ich  fo
cused on the public and academ ic 
libraries in the region. This enabled 
us to preach to the converted as 
w ell as promote libraries w ithin the 
com m unity.

Con Lannan, the recently ap
pointed m anager of the G eelong 
Regional Library Service, spoke to 
over 30 librarians and library tech
nicians on new and proposed de
velopments for the recently merged 
library service serving the C ity  of 
Greater Geelong , the Borough of 
Q ueenscliffe and parts of the Surf 
Coast and Golden Plains Shire. He 
spoke enthusiastically of the serv
ices and facilities provided by the 
16 static and three mobile libraries 
w h ich  serve the region. How ever, 
his presentation highlighted that 
uncertainties w ith V icto rian  local 
government reforms and the im ple
mentation of compulsory competi
tive tendering are provid ing 
enormous challenges for public li
braries in V ictoria.

The Library W eek d isp lay at

Bay C ity Plaza was a huge success. 
For twelve hours, members of the 
Geelong Regional G roup of A LIA  
handed out hundreds of D e st in a 
tion  in fo rm ation  balloons and spe
c ia lly  printed bookmarks. Opening 
hours brochures for the Geelong 
Regional libraries, the Gordon In
stitute of Technology and Deakin 
U n iversity  w ere  very popular. It 
w as an opportunity to exp la in  to 
members of the public that they 
could browse the collections of the 
academ ic libraries and, for a small 
fee, obtain borrowing privileges. 
The interest in library services was 
w elcom ed as w as the many posi
tive com m ents received on how 
important people valued access to 
a library serv ice . Reference ques
tions (and there were a few) were 
answered from Encarta, a multime
dia C D -R O M  encyclopedia which 
had been lent by Deakin University 
Library for the day. A  PC had also 
been set up to demonstrate the in
form ation superhighway despite 
the lack  of network connection . 
W h ile  there w as interest in the In
ternet and all its resources, most 
people said they still wanted to 
read a book!

Sue M cKnight, President 
Geelong Regional Group

Australian Li
Olympian e lf

A ustralian Library Week 1995 
was well and truly celebrated 
this year in the Riverina: 

both cities o f Albury and Wagga 
participated. Staff from all o f the li
braries in Wagga became involved in 
the many activities.

In Wagga, a double page spread in 
the local free weekly paper, The 
Riverina Leader had information and 
photos of staff, library activity and 
services. Sponsors were found among 
local businesses which serviced the 
libraries. The local radio commer
cial station 2WG ran spot promo
tions all week which included 
library statistics and trivia, for ex
ample famous librarians —  Chair
man Mao, Clover Moore, 
Casanova. Interviews were given 
by the Director of the Riverina Re
gional Library, Robert Knight on 
the local TV  stations; some clients 
were interviewed —  on camera one 
elderly woman client commented 
‘I’m here because I love to read’. Ra
dio interviews were given on ABC and 
the local community radio by the 
Chief Librarian of Bland Shire, Neil 
Bartlett and the manager of library 
services, Riverina Institute of TAFE, 
Marion Bannister.

Addresses, displays* book 
readings, competitions....
H ow  they celebrated A ustra lian  Lib rary W eek  in North Q ueensalnd

Senator M argaret Reynolds ad
dressed local librarians and 
friends at the N orth  Q ueens

land D ivision’s first ‘N early the 
Australian Library W eek d in n e r’. 
T he evening was held on 23 M ay 
and provided a fitting conclusion to 
several weeks o f hectic activity 
w ith in  the region. Senator 
Reynolds’ speech covered a fasci
nating  range o f topics, including 
the issue o f censorship and the In
ternet. L9rawing from her parlia
m entary experiences as chairperson 
o f the Senate Select Com m ittee on 
C om m unity Standards Relevant to 
the New Technologies, Senator 
Reynolds provided many thought- 
provoking and entertaining obser
vations about the culture o f the 
In ternet. Those present were also 
able to engage in some gentle lob- 
bying over coffee.

T he Division also organised a

store-w indow  display in 
Tow nsville’s Flinders Mall. The 
w indow ’s theme, From yellow brick 
road to information super highway, 
incorporated ALIA publicity mate
rials and artefacts from all library 
sectors. Toys depicting D orothy 
and her com panions striking out 
into the world of inform ation tech
nology proved very popular w ith 
the next generation o f library users. 
The success o f this activity has led 
to a return booking for 1996.

Public libraries throughout the 
region celebrated the week w ith 
book readings, displays and w ork
shops for writers. H inchinbrook  
Shire Library in Ingham  incorpo
rated ALW  into celebrations for the 
A ustralian-Italian festival. In 
Townsville, sporting celebrities 
from the N orth  Queensland Cow
boys (rugby league) and Townsville 
Suns (NBA) traded places with staff

at the Thuringowa Central Library. 
This activity was covered by local 
media and helped establish a posi
tive link between sport and literacy.

Special libraries celebrated 
ALW with an eclectic mix of aware
ness activities and com petitions. 
T he G reat Barrier Reef M arine 
Park A uthority (GBRMPA) library 
conferred a range o f prizes at a 
happy hour for clients on 12 May. 
W ith awards going to the ‘most bi
zarre request’, a management book 
entitled Because no bastard ever 
asked me, and the ‘library’s lost 
soul’, ALW  1995 will not be for
gotten hastily by GBRMPA staff!

W ith another successful Library 
Week over, the N orth Queensland 
Division is now looking ahead to 
VP50 celebrations in Townsville, 
11-12 August.

Richard Sayers, Editor,
InformALIA
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Open days were held in Wagga 
Technology High School, TAFE Li
brary and special activities at the 
Wagga City Library. Demonstrations 
of the Internet were provided at 
Charles Sturt University and Wagga 
TAFE.

A library trivia night run by the 
staff of the Wagga library, challenging 
all (about 75 people) to ‘beat librar
ians at their own game’. About $ 1500 

worth o f sponsorship in prizes 
were donated, the main prize 
being a dinner for the win
ners at a local restaurant 
with lots of books, tapes and 

i ^ j |  wine as other prizes.
J  The Library Olympics

|  £  was run in Albury with staff 
from the Albury City Library, 
Latrobe University/Wodonga 
TALE library and family hav
ing lots of fun with the ‘Mills 
and Boon toss’ and ‘Building 
the highest tower’, being two of 

the events. Rorting and bribing of the 
judges was the order of the day. At 
Albury TAFE library staff dem on
strated Internet and ACEL products 
to staff and students. Balloons and 
banners advertising Library week in
side and outside the library invited 
comment and assisted in the excite
ment and activity of the week.

At Albury the Border Morning 
Mail hud a good article on University 
and special libraries from the district.

Lots of work for the group, but a 
very worthwhile affirmation of the 
profession and the value of libraries to 
their community.

M arion Bannister, President, 
Riverina Regional Group
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to provide an opportunity for some 
friendly lobbying — to inspire

A lW  Sponsors were featured at the end of the multimedia 
presentation on a 10 foot screen

The managing director of the Aus
tralian Broadcasting Corporation, 
Brian lohns, ad
dressed an audi
ence of over 160 at 
the launch of Aus
tralian Library 
Week in New 
South Wales on 
Monday 8 May.
The reception was 
held on the Dot 
Strong Terrace at 
the ABC Ultimo 
Centre in Sydney.

The theme of 
the week empha
sised the important 
role libraries play 
in connecting peo
ple and informa
tion. Brian fohns 
commented that 
this, together with a 
focus on content 
rather than volume, 
promised a bright 
and noble future for librarians.

The launch included a multi- 
media presentation supporting the 
Library Week theme of With li
braries, its possible! — ranging 
from the Beowulf manuscript at 
the British Library to Hilary 
Clinton and her guided tour of the 
White House. This was produced 
by the New South Wales Branch 
of ALIA in a cooperative venture 
with the ABC. The event was at
tended by professionals from 
across the full spectrum of activi
ties in the information manage
ment sector as well as members of 
parliament, local government offi
cials and business people.

The object of the exercise was

those within the information in
dustry, those affected by it and 
those who make decisions that im
pact on the delivery of information 
in business and government.

This highly successful event 
was organised by the NSW Branch 
of ALIA, with the assistance of 
EBSCO Subscription Services, ma
jor sponsor the ABC, Computer 
Law Services, the University Co
op Bookshop's Library and Profes
sional branch and Photographis 
Pty Ltd. It proved a concrete ex
ample of the worth of forging ef
fective partnerships in the world of 
converging technologies.

Jo-anne Fuller and Anne Drent, 
ALLA N S W  Branch

NEWSPAPERS
WANTED

£Iip artpis.
iv a 1' Tcr;i(0 
J/ie *> Sun
(US

• Bound volumes or long 
runs all 19th and 20th 
century Australian and 
overseas newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, Women’s 
Weekly, etc.] to 1970

P A P E R  W O R L D
Ph & Fax Alan Waters (03] 9826 8866

(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia) 
Located in Chapel Street Bazaar:
217 Chapel Street, Prahran, Vic 3181

" B o th  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  s e n t  b y  F L IS  
zvere o f  e x c e lle n t q u a l i ty , e ith e r  co u ld  
h a ve  f i l l e d  th e  p o s i t io n  to  o u r  
s a t is fa c t io n "  - F L IS  C lien t

Join our satisfied clients and use FLIS 
to supply your permanent and 
temporary staff.

Freelance Library & Information Services Pty Ltd.
27 Kasouka Rd Camberwell VIC 3124 ph (03) 9813  1925


