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Usenet News

A
t the M idas Lunch at the 
A N U  on 26 A p ril, G eoff 
Huston of A A RN et ca lled  
U se n e t N e w s  'the sewer of 
the Internet'. W hether he 
was referring to the actual 
content of the newsgroups 

or the fact that it's where all sorts of 
matter gets dumped or even that 
only the very wary should venture 
there, don't be put off. N ews is 
worth reading.

It operates in a different w ay 
from Lists, but is based on e-m ail. It 
w orks on news 'feeds' negotiated 
between site administrators, so that 
a site arranges to get news fed to it 
on a regular basis from its AARN et 
hub or Internet se rv ice  provider. 
The news feed may amount to 60 or 
more megabytes of data per day.

Each site runs software to m an
age the feed, and to pass requested 
news to users. Each user subscribes 
on the local system to the news 
groups of interest to him or her. 
There 's plenty to choose from —  
currently  more than 10 000  news 
groups on a very w ide range of top
ics. O bv iously , w ith so much data 
from so m any groups, news m es
sages are only kept for a short time, 
the length of time being up to the 
site adm inistrator. If you're not sure 
if you get news at your site, ask the 
site administrator.

A user can not only read news, 
but post it as w e ll. Th is  is again 
done through e-m ail, w ith the mes
sage being sent to the news pro
vider site w h ich  then distributes it 
along w ith  all the other news re
ce ived .

But it's not for the faint-hearted. 
If you're used to the (relative) polite
ness of Lists, tread w a rily  in the 
news groups. Some are w e ll-b e
haved, others operate by their own 
ru les, and new users w ho don't 
know  these rules w ill be 'flam ed ' 
w ith offensive messages.

The best way to join in a group 
is to sub
scrib e for a 
tim e, get the 
feel of the 
group, learn 
its rules and 
then if you 
want to, con- 

t r i b - 
— ute.

It's the
same w ay that you'd behave in any 
new organisation in real life.

Most groups m aintain  a list of 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ s) 
w h ich  are posted regularly, and are 
archived at various p laces. O ne of 
the most com m on a rch ive  sites is

ftp://rtfm .m it.edu/pub/usenet/ w here 
you 'll find a large co llection  of 
FAQ s.

Another w ay of finding out 
about newsgroups in general is to 
subscribe to the
news.newusers.questions group 
w here you can post any question 
you like without feeling foolish, and 
there are kind folks who w ill answer 
the questions. But you don't have to 
post —  you can learn a lot from just 
reading the questions and answers.

And how do you find out w h ich  
groups exist? W e ll, at http:// 
www.w3.org/hypertext/DataSources/ 
IMews/Groups/Overview.html you 'll 
find a com plete h ierarchical list of 
all groups.

F ina lly , one more word of w arn
ing. At some sites, you may not get 
all possib le news groups. If in 
doubt, check with your site adm in
istrator.

O nline d ia ry  of events
M any newspapers and m agazines 
provide d iaries of forthcom ing 
events of particular interest to their 
readers. N ow  there's an online ver
sion. The Open Solutions Centre in 
Canberra has created for each State 
and Territory an IT Event D iary .

It's at http://web.spirit.com.au/ 
opensolutions/home and if you have 
a forms-based browser, you can en
ter information into the system for 
an event on a particular date.

HTML style m anual
The Yale U niversity 's Centre for A d
vanced Instructional M edia's W eb 
site has produced a style manual for 
H TM L pages. It's at http:// 
i n f o . m e d . y a l e . e d u / c a i m /  
StyleManual_Top.HTML and it covers 
aspects of W eb site design, page de
sign and optim ising performance of 
W eb pages.

O ne of the Authoring Resources 
to w h ich  the manual refers is Mat
thew C io lek 's  Q u a lity , G u id e lin e s  & 
S ta n d a rd s  fo r  In te rn e t In fo rm a tio n  
R e so u rce s  at the C o o m b s C o m p u t
ing U n it  at the A N U . You 'll find it 
at http://coornbs.anu.edu.au/
SpecialProj/QLTY/QltyHome.html

Citing electronic 
references
It's funny how one thing leads to 
another. In checking  out Matt 
C io lek's Q uality  docum ent, I found 
an answer to a question that Sarah 
Reed of O LT C  had asked about how 
you should cite Internet resources - 
mail messages, news postings, FTP 
files etc . If you go to gopher:// 
v m s g o p h e r . c u a . e d u . : 7 0 /  
00gopher_root_eric_ae%3A%5B_edir 
%5Decit.txt you'll find a few sugges

tions.

N etw ork committee 
papers
Selected papers from the 48th Meet
ing of the ABN  Network Committee 
held on 9-10 M arch 1995 have 
been published on the National L i
brary's Information Server at http:// 
w w w .n la .gov.au /2 /abn /com m ittees / 
ncmeet.html

A cquisitions hom e page
A cqW eb is the name of a home 
page devoted to A cqu isitions mat
ters, set up at http:// 
www.library.vanderbilt.edu/law/acqs/

quisitions Librarians Electronic Net
w o rk . A C Q N E T  subscribers can 
report Internet resources they find 
relevant to acqu isitions, co llection  
developm ent and other related is
sues through A C Q N E T , and these 
w ill then be linked on A cqW eb . 
A cqW eb also has links to arch ives 
of A C Q N ET .
To subscribe to A C Q N ET , send the 
e-m ail message SIJB ACQIMET-L 
firstname lastname to
listserv@iistserv.appstate.edu

Services to patrons with  
disabilities
EASI (Equal Access to Software and 
Information) has established a W eb 
site at http://www.rit.edu/~easi about 
information technology and its ac
cess by persons with disabilities.

EASI's inform ation has specia l 
areas devoted to problem s related 
to sc ien ce , eng ineering and math 
for persons with d isab ilities: library 
access for patrons w ith d isab ilities 
and also an area devoted to back is
sues of the electronic journal Infor
mation technology and disab ilities.

Docum ent delivery list
Sharon H ow ells from the U niversity 
of Newcastle has announced the es
tab lishm ent of D O C L IB S , an 
unm oderated list w h ich  w ill serve 
as an informal forum for all aspects 
of Inter Library Loan and Docum ent 
D e live ry .
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To subscribe , send an e-m ail 
message to
Tiajordomo@dewey.newcastle.edu.au 
with the fo llow ing comm and in the 
:ext of the message: subscribe 
doclibs

Parliam ent of A ustra lia  
internet trial
rhe Parliam ent of Austra lia  has 
:om m enced  an Internet tria l, w ith 
he assistance of the Australian Na- 
ional U n iversity , offering public ac- 
:ess to a range of parliam entary  
materials, including the N o tic e  pa- 
oers of both Houses, the D a ily  p r o 
gram  and O rd e r  o f  b u s in e s s , the 
H o u se  v o te s  a n d  P ro ce e d in g s  and 
he Jo u rn a ls  o f  the Sen a te , and the 
weekly o ffic ia l version of H a n sa rd  
the transcripts).

The Hom e Page for the trial is at 
it tp  ://w  w w .a p h .g o v .a u / l ib ra ry /  
rialhorn.html

Nordic W W W /W A IS  
library project
\s  an answ er to some of the w eak
nesses of the most important N iD R  
N etw orked Information D iscovery 
tnd Retrieva l) tools, the N ord ic 
A/A IS/W W W  Project started to ex- 
alore the possibilities of im proving 
navigation and searching in the Net. 
t was a jo int project between Lund 
Jn ive rs ity  Library and the National 
rechno log ical Library of Denm ark, 
md the sum m ary report of the 
nroject is at http://www.ub2.lu.seA/V4/ 
summary.html

By the end of 1994, the project 
nad achieved a successful gateway 
Detween W W W  and the A LIS  
DPAC, the automatic classification  
nf W A IS  databases, a gateway from 
A/WW to W AIS preserving the full 
unctionality  of W A IS , and a model 
nf indexing the W eb into distributed 
/VAIS servers.

Not just another W eb  
index
Try out the W eb Index at 
http://opentext.uunet.ca:8080/ 
omw.html and get an 
idea about w here 
W eb navigation is 
going. Not on ly  
can you search by 
sub ject, heading 
and title , but 
Boolean operators beyond a n d  and

o r  such as b u t n o t, n ea r  and fo l
lo w e d  b y  are supported.

The W eb Index uses the text 
indexing and search facilities from 
O pen Text C o rporation , w h ich  
has been proved on large 
databases and is designed for op
eration over networks. The data
base has nearly  half a m illion  
pages and around 7 .7  m illion  
hypertext links. And response 

times are pretty good so far.

Spinning the Web

This book deals w ith all the 
processes necessary to cre
ate and manage a W eb site 

including how to create and pre
pare hypertext docum ents, secu
rity issues, setting up a w eb 
server, how to select and evaluate 
so ftw are , sam ples from w e ll-e x 
ecuted W eb docum ents and case 
studies that illustrate the step-by- 
step process o f getting the W eb 
up and running. It is aim ed at 
people who want to publish infor
mation on the W eb and have ex
perience of the Internet and some 
understanding of what the com 
mon Internet serv ices offer. The 
Austra lian  exam ple is from 
AusArts at the Australian National 
U niversity  Institute of the Arts L i
brary (http://online.anu.edu.au/ITA/ 
AusArts/indexhtml).

Part O ne provides an over
v ie w  of the issues invo lved  in 
running a W eb site including ad
v ice  on the structuring of informa
tion and use of links. Part Tw o  is 
aimed spec ifica lly  at authors and 
contributors and provides de
tailed coverage of the information 
needed for w riting  new  docu
ments and converting existing

docum ents to enable their publi
cation  on the W eb . It describes 
Hypertext M arkup Language, the 
inclusion of images in W eb docu
ments, the various uses of images 
in docum ents and the design of 
fill-out forms, a method used for 
e lic iting  user feedback. Part Three 
is aimed at system administrators 
and covers the processes involved 
in adm in istering a W eb servers, 
and how to w rite  programs that 
dynam ica lly  generate W eb docu
ments.

The A ppend ices inc lude a 
com p rehensive resource guide 
and pointers to software freely 
a va ilab le  on the Net as w e ll as 
sources of further information.

The book is a va ilab le  from 
Thom as Nelson A u stra lia , 102 
Dodds Street, South M elbourne , 
V ic to ria  3205 Te lephone : 
1800 65 4831 Fax:
1800 64 1823. S p in n in g  the W eb  
costs $ 5 4 .9 5 .

Ford , A n d rew . S p in n in g  the  
W e b : H o w  to p ro v id e  In fo rm a tio n  
o n  the  In te rn e t  London: Interna
tional Thom son Publishing, 1995. 
227p . ISBN 1850321415 .

Joye Volker

Contributions and suggestions for this column are always welcome. Please contact Kerry Webb at 
k.webb@nla.gov.au. or via the ALIA National Office
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